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Here it is... and now you know! Know why we have called this THE CAR. 
Know that a new generation of great Buicks is truly here. From just this 
one view you can see that here is not just new design... but a splendidly 
right design for this day and age. A car that is lean and clean and stunningly 
low . . . and at the same time great in legroom and easy to get into and out 
of. From anywhere you look, here is Buick speaking a new language. A 
language of fine cars priced within reach of almost everyone... of quality 
and comfort and quiet pride... of performance satisfactions without equal. 





New Bodies by Fisher - New 
Wildcat Engines +« New Equipoise 
Ride +» New, improved, exclusive 
aluminum front brake drums and 
fin-cooled rear brakes + New 

Easy Power Steering* + New 

Twin-Turbine and Triplie-Turbine 


automatic transmissions* 
*Optional at extra cost on certuin models 


A NEW CLASS OF FINE CARS WITHIN REACH OF 2 OUT OF 3 NEW CAR BUYERS 


IE SABRE INVICTA ELECTRA 


The thriftiest Buick The most spirited Buick 


The most luxurious Buick 











AUTOMATIC 
WINDOW 
OPERATION... 





POWER WINDO-LIFTS 


NOW! YOU CAN ENJOY ALL THE CONVENIENCE 
AND ADDED SAFETY OF POWER WINDOWS ON 
YOUR CAR AT PRACTICAL LOW COST! 


Instant Power Window Control! Dual control unit 
on driver’s side permits you to raise and lower both 
front windows at the touch of a finger . . . eliminates 
dangerous reaching! Single control unit on passenger 
side operates right window. Women especially will 
appreciate the safety, comfort and convenience of 
new AMT WINDO-LIFTS. Safe for children. - 


Fits All Makes, All Models! Interchangeable from 
car to car. Universal mounting . . . easily installed 
on your present car, easily re-installed on your next 
car! Handsomely styled. Beautiful pearl grey finish 
harmonizes with all interior color combinations. 
Rugged American Bosch motor gives 
years of dependable service. For all 12 | 
volt electrical systems. 


SEE IT! 
— at your new car dealer’s today! 





° AMT Corporation 
200 Briggs Building, Birmingham, Michigan 


Please ship me postpaid one complete set of Windo-Lifts 
(2 units—left front window—right front window) plus in- 
structions for easy installation. Payment enclosed. 


STATE___ 


Please add $1.00 shipping and handling charges. Michigan residents add 3% sales tax. 
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» Greatest 
value story 
ever - 
written 





Here’s a real British thriller (pocketbook type) ... the Triumph Estate Wagon that aver- 
ages 60,000 miles without a major overhaul. TR3 engineered, it does up to 78 miles an hour 
. carries a family, or truck-load, with ease .. . fold down 
seats make 38 cu. ft. of space with full rear door access. Get the complete story... guest- 
drive the Estate Wagon (or 4-door Sedan at $1699*) today. Write for our Overseas 
Delivery Brochure. STANDARD-TRIUMPH MOTOR CO., 1745 B’way, Dept.DS-11 N.Y.C. 19, N.Y. 


5-door 
estate wagon 
$1899* 


... gives 40 miles to the gallon .. 


TRIUMR 


*at U.S. ports of 
entry plus taxes. 
White walls 
extra (slightly 
higher West Coast). 








SUBSCRIBE 
NOW TO... 


GUNS « AMMO 


AND ORDER GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 
YOUR FRIENDS AT SPECIAL XMAS RATES: 


FIRST 6-ISSUE GIFT $ 
(OR YOUR OWN SUBSCRIPTION) 


EACH ADDITIONAL GIFT $2 
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EDITION 


* Birth of a rifle 

* Varmint rifles and loads 

* Handgun highlights! 

50¢ AT NEWSSTANDS! 
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135-mph Stock Chevy! 





Weird Engines 





IF YOU PRIZE IT...KRYLON-IZE IT! 


THE COVER: 
Going all-out to re- Touch up your car 
— _ a — 
the ’ evy makes ee ” 
an immediate impact the PUSH BUTTON way 
with its all-new styl- al is 

ing. Shown are the sisi 
Impala sport sedan 
(above) and the Im- 
pala. sport coupe. 
Courtesy of Chevrolet 
Division. 
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MEMO FROM THE EDITOR 





HE RESPONSE TO OUR REQUEST asking for your comments on what 

you think about today’s Detroit products has been very gratifying. 
In our desire to serve as “The Voice of the Motoring Public . . . cam- 
paigning for better and safer cars,” we are organizing these letters into 
groups, and will soon launch our series of articles on “What Detroit's 
Cars Need.” 

We not only want to take this opportunity to thank each of you who 
have answered our request, but also give you a quick summation of the 
general tone of the letters. 

The two items that seem to be paramount on the list are the matter of 
styling (“too garish,” “copycat trend,” “distortion from wrap-around wind- 
shields,” “styling obsolescense,” etc.), and the desire for more basic trans- 
portation(“don’t like dull, robotic driving,” “want less gimmicks to go 
wrong,” “more comfort, less style,” etc. ). 

From our first look at the new crop of cars it seems that Detroit might 
finally be paying a bit of attention to both of these points: many of the 
new cars are definitely less garish (the less the better, as far as we're 
concerned ), and at least one manufacturer is returning to a design that is 
more along the lines of “basic transportation” (see page 10). We hope 
others will follow suit. 

Following these two items in importance is the plea for better quality 
control. It seems from the tone of the letters received that the main reason 
for switching to an imported car is that they know the car they buy. will 
be built well. We'll be watching the new cars with interest, for again 
Detroit is touting this year’s quality control as being better than ever. 
We'd also like to hear from new car purchasers. 

Sharing equal importance are the requests for more inbuilt safety, better 
brakes, and more comfort. For 59 not too much has been done about safety, 
except in the matter of better roadability of some lines, along with improved 
brakes. (How the latter will fare in our rugged brake fade tests will be 
yours to read in future issues.) If anything, for ‘59 there will be less 
comfort, what with lowered rooflines. It might be safe to assume that the 
ultimate has been reached in lowness. We hope so, otherwise we're all going 
to have to take some size-reducing pills or build bubbles into the roof for 
our heads. 

After we've had a chance to closely analyze the new cars and make our 
final tabulation of results, we intend to let Detroit hear you. After all, you 
are the people who buy the cars, so why not get what YOU want? 





IN THE PHOTO ABOVE, you see Associate Editor Wayne Thoms presenting 
the MOTOR TREND trophy for the Best Engineered Car at the Oklahoma 
City Nationals. Accepting the trophy is Art Chrisman, flanked by brother 
Lloyd. The Chrisman brothers have a 10-year record of building successful 
dragsters. Their current car was a strong contender for “top eliminator” 
(fastest of the long Labor Day weekend meet), but Art got off to a bad 
start and was beaten by a fraction of a second. Chrisman’s best time at 
Oklahoma City was 147.29 mph (153 elsewhere), with an elapsed time 
for the quarter-mile of 10.05 seconds. 

The award to the Chrismans was not given for one single reason, but for 
a combination of many factors, all of which contribute to the building of 
a safe, fast car that handles well and gives a minimum of trouble. 
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The Bel Air 4-Door Sedan with a roomier Body by Fisher. 


NOTHING'S NEW | 
LIKE CHEVYS NEW! 





From the winging shape of its saucy 
rear deck to the simple elegance of 
its grille, this car shows you it’s new 
in a decidedly different way. You 
get more of what you want— more 
spacious interiors, vast new visi- 
bility areas, bigger brakes for safer 
stops, a longer lasting finish, a new 
Hi-Thrift 6, new handling and 
riding ease. And you get all the 
virtues of economy and practicality 
you’ve come to expect in a Chevy. 


Impala Sport Coupe—new down to its tougher Tyrex cord tires. 


One look at this 59 Chevrolet tells 
you here’s a car with a whole new 
slant on driving. You see the trans- 
formation in its low-set headlights, 
the overhead curve of its windshield, 
the sheen of its longer lasting Magic- 
Mirror acrylic finish. 

But to discover all that’s fresh and 
fine you must relax in Chevy’s wider 
seats, feel the loungelike comfort of 
its new interior, experience the 
hushed tranquillity of its ride. 

You'll also find bigger brakes, a new 
6 that gets up to 10 percent more 


miles a gallon and vim-packed V8’s. 
Your Chevrolet dealer’s waiting 
now to show you the car that’s shaped 
to the new American taste. ... 
Chevrolet Division of General 
Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan. 





What America wants, 
America gets in a Chevy! 
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NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 


LOS ANGELES 37. CALIFORNIA 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. + DW-118 
4000 S. FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 


Rush free Auto Diesel “Opportunity” _ and 
sampie lesson. No salesman will call 

NAME AGE inna 
ADDRESS — ee 
| as _ZONE___STATE___ 

(CD Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give dote of Dischorge 











































Swagger styled for sports car comfort! 
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6 £. 46 St.. NYC 17, Dept. M 


aiso 49 W. 43, NYC & Newark N 








ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO. / 1453 LINCOLN BLVD. 

SANTA MONICA 1 /CALIF./ EXBROOK 3-0316 

Removaole Plastic 
Reinforced 
Hardtops 

for Sports Cars 


Write for free brochure 
and price lists 
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THE PRICE OF LEMONS 


Dear Sir: 

Those unfortunate car owners who at some 
time in their lives have purchased what is 
known as a “lemon” 
a decision rendered recently by Judge Thomas 
C. Schettino in Superior Court of New 
Jersey, Chancery Division, Monmouth County. 

The case in question involved a new station 
wagon which from the first day of its pur- 
chase had a number of defects including 
rattles in the body, a bubble in the glass of 
a window, irregular indentations in the 
fenders and both sides of the roof, and 
various paint defects. The purchaser duly 
reported these faults, actually factory-built 
defects, well within the 90-day guarantee 
period, and the dealer attempted to remedy 
them but without success. The warranty 
called for making good on any mechanical 
defects, and this the buyer concluded was not 
done in spite of the efforts of the dealer. 

Since the difficulties were not adjusted to 
the customer’s satisfaction, he brought suit 
claiming that he should have had a new car 
in perfect condition in view of the warranty’s 
claim that the dealer was obligated to making 
“good . . . the defective part or parts re- 
ferred to within the warranty period without 
charge for replacement and labor.” 

The judge agreed and ordered the dealer 
to return the full purchase price to the pur- 
chaser. 


R. Blagden East Hampton, Conn. 


PURE ECONOMICS 


Dear Sir: : 

I purchased an imported car this spring— 
a VW. Why? Pure economics. I hate fads, 
snobbishness, and anything which smacks 
tco much of novelty. But nearly $500 sav- 
ings a year in just operation and mainte- 
nance is a big argument. At the present rate, 
I can figure another $500 a year saved in de- 
preciation. That’s a lot of money. I drive 
around 22,000 miles a year in my work and 
keep very accurate records of car expense. 

The car I unloaded in favor of the bug 
was a 56 model Detroit bomb. What have 
I lost? Horsepower? Had much too much of 
that. Speed? Couldn’t use it anyhow without 
endangering life or picking up a fine. 
Weight? Over two tons to transport just a 
165-pound man most of the time? Ridiculous! 
Comfort? The bug provides all the comfort 
I want. Styling? I was the loser there, but 
after looking over some of the -stupid '58 
jukeboxes, I wonder. 


Father V. J. Schaefer Kasson, Minn. 


THE OTHER SIDE OF THE FENCE 


Dear Sir: 

A few weeks ago I had the luck to ride 
in a "58 Super 88 Olds. I was surprised at 
the acceleration and easy handling on the 
small British roads. But most of all I was 
very impressed with the 18 mpg our friend 
got as an average over 5000 miles. This 
compares favorably with another friend who 
gets only 19 mpg from his Rover 90, which 


will be interested in * 


RAARNADRARRA 


has about 100 horsepower and about a 150- 
cubic-inch engine, compared with the Olds’ 
300 horsepower and 371-cubic inch engine. 
Another striking thing is the comfort and 
suspension in comparison with our cars. 

So unless the American buys a very small 
(60-cubic-inch) car, for economy alone, | 
don’t see why he buys a British car when he 
has cars just as cheap and built for American 
roads in America. 
Alastair Macmillan Dunbarton, Scotland 


ATTENTION, BIRD WATCHERS! 


Dear Sir: 


Here are some photos for your bird 


watchers. They show a face-lifting job on 





my 1957 T-Bird which gives it that new 
four-eyed look. The lights are from a 1958 
Buick, and the customizing was done locally. 





The Bird is blown with McCulloch’s big 
charger, has straight pipes, a 3.56 ring gear 
and pinion and full power equipment. 


Hadley M. Wilson, M.D. Boone, N.C. 


A MATTER OF CHOOSING WISELY 


Dear Sir: 

It seems when you mention “V8” to the 
average motorist, he automatically thinks of 

a 300- to 400- horsepower gas-guzzling mon- 
yr 

Let us keep in mind that there are still 
a few “reasonable” V8s in existence. To 
name a few—the 283-inch Chevrolet, the 
292-inch Ford, the 318-inch Plymouth and 
the Studebaker V8s. All of these engines 
would deliver good performance and good 
economy. 

Detroit still makes reasonable cars, and if 
you choose wisely you won't have to moan 
about gas bills and 300-plus horsepower and 
gadgets that don’t work. 


Tony Pate Duluth, Minn. 


GRIPES! GRIPES! GRIPES! 


Dear Sirs: 
I am planning on becoming an automobile 




















stylist in the near future. I have noted much 
discontent among our car-buying public. 

I wish every one of your readers—includ- 
ing the “they-don’t-build-them-the-way-they- 
used-to” group—would list their gripes and 
send them to me. I will take every gripe or 
argument and try to refute it, or show the 
people our cars are the best in the world 
and that they have little basis for these 
gripes. 

Send your gripes to: 

Allen Davidson, Rt. 2, iin 141, Elma, Wash. 


A PLEA FOR ROLL BARS 


Dear Sirs: 

Why, if Grand Prix racing is the finest 
type of motor sport, must it also be the 
most deadly type of racing? Why aren't their 
fine drivers protected by the one thing no 
race car should be without—a roll bar? 

All NASCAR stock cars must have roll 
bars, starting Jan. 1, 1959; every USAC 
national championship car, sprint car, midget, 
sportscar and stock car must also be equipped 
with a roll bar. All cars racing in SCCA- 
sanctioned races must have this safety device. 
There is not a dirt track in our country that 
does not demand the use of a roll bar. 

Motor racing is the world’s finest sport. 
The Grand Prix is the finest form of this 
sport. But Grand Prix racing is doomed if 
the FIA doesn’t come to its senses and start 
using the safety roll bar to protect these fine 
drivers. 

Raymond Charles Beck II Dover, Ohio 


FRIVOLOUS WASTE 


Dear Editors: 

After reading about “Planned Obso- 
lescence” in the “Spotlight on Detroit’ sec- 
tion of your September issue, I would like to 
make the following comments: 

I believe that the emphasis of our economy 
has been placed on excess fashion and high 
style. Since neither of these has any lasting 
merit or utility, the materials and man-hours 
spent pursuing these goals to extremes are 
wasted for the sake of personal pride and 
frivolity. In my opinion this sort of economy 
is not a sound, durable basis for our na- 
tional benefit or prestige. 

Think of all the accomplishments Ameri- 
cans could point to if their labor and material 
would be poured into sound utilitarian goods 
instead of thrown “down the drain” of style 
obsolescence! 

Lee R. Ringel Temperance, Mich. 


THE PRICE iS NOT RIGHT! 


Dear Walt: 

As Bob Gottlieb may have suspected, his 
comments concerning Lincoln Continentals in 
the September MOTOR TREND have had a 
reaction upon many Continental owners. The 
great debate as to whether Continentals are 
so-called classics, and to what degree, still 
occupies those with nothing more interesting 
to do, while in contrast the owners become 
more enthusiastic and devoted to the cars 
in question. 

As to prices mentioned by Bob—the price 
obtained for a Lincoln Continental depends 
upon many factors. Possibly the most im- 
portant is the time element. I have friends 
who are continually i in the market for Lincoln 
Continentals in showroom condition with 
pa to match. Such cars are steadily 

ringing between $2000 and $2500—and 
not an absolute top of $1500 as Bob states. 
Elliston H. Bell, Jr. Boston, Mass. 
Founder, Lincoln Continental Owners Club 


A check of the For Sale ads in Sell ’N’ 
Swap, enthusiasts’ publications and the daily 
newspapers would indicate that Bob is prob- 
ably correct.—Ed. 


168,635 miles...and just like NEW! 


This is an actual photograph of a set of rings taken from a 1955 
Mercury owned by Mr. Doyle Keeling of Houston, Texas. 


















Mr. Keeling, who has used Wynn’s Friction Proofing in his car 
since the day he bought it, recently had his engine torn down and 
overhauled. He was so impressed with the condition of the rings 
after 168,635 miles, that he sent them to Wynn Oil Company. 


Notice the fine surface polish on the rings . . . the like-new bright- 
ness and the sharp, clean edges. Here is 168,635 miles of proof that 
Wynn’s Friction Proofing doesn’t merely coat metal with a thin film, 
but actually impregnates metal . . . proof that this in-the-metal pro- 
tection means less repair costs,.greater performance, a longer life 
for your car’s engine. 


Wynn’s Friction Proofing for Auto Engine is unconditionally guar- 
anteed and carries the Car Life Seal of Merit awarded for Superior- 
ity, Efficiency and Performance. Add a pint to your car's crankcase 
with each oil change or every 1000 miles. 


PVN As 


FRICTION 
* Hoof, sm we Foformance! ing 


turo ~eatt 





Also available in Canada and everywhere in the free world. 
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ALES ESTIMATES FOR 1959 range gen- 
erally from 5.5 to 6 million cars. These 
estimates are based upon a confidence 
that the national economy is improving 
and that the new lines of cars will 
further stimulate the economic upswing. 
Of this estimated number it is expected 
that about 400,000 will go to imports, 
which brings us to the big question: 


“DO PEOPLE WANT SMALLER CARS?” 
Studebaker’s entry into this field pro- 
vides additional test of this sentiment. 
American Motors in 1958 climbed from 
12th to seventh in sales with its 108- 





LARK—STUDEBAKER’S NEW SMALL CAR 


inch-wheelbase Rambler and Rebel 
series, the 100-inch-wheelbase Ameri- 
can series and the 117-inch Ambassa- 
dor. Only 13,000 of these represented 
the larger Ambassador, 31,000 were 
Americans and 118,000 Ramblers and 
Rebels. 


STUDEBAKER’S NEW CAR is a cute trick 
that has been erroneously described as 
“boxy.” It is based on a 10814-inch 
wheelbase with an overall length of 175 
inches. Body choices will include two- 
door and four-door sedans, a two-door 
hardtop and a station wagon. The wag- 
ons will have a wheelbase of 113 inches. 
Although only 69 inches wide overall, 
compared with Cadillac’s 83 inches, the 
small Studebaker’s hiproom of 59 inches 
is only five less than that of the Cadillac. 


SPOTLIGHT ON 


by Bill Callahan Detroit Editor 


enough European flavor to appeal to 
those whose likes lean in that direction. 
There is ample room for six adults with 
approximately four inches more leg- 
room than was provided by the former 
Scotsman model. Interiors are tastefully 
done and instrumentation is complete, 
attractive and well placed. Visibility 
front and rear is good. The driveline 
hump, despite the fact that a straight 
driveline is used, is not excessive. Trunk 
space is about the same as in the Scots- 
man, with greater width and shorter 
depth front to rear. 


HANDiING AND PERFORMANCE are good. 


In the engine department there will be 
an option of six- and eight-cylinder en- 
gines, and either synchromesh or auto- 
matic transmissions are available. Use 
of long semi-elliptic leaf springs in the 
rear and coils in the front provides good 
riding qualities even over the rough 
spots on Route 1, at Studebaker Proving 
Grounds. Steering is exceptionally light 
but positive. Use of 15-inch wheels per- 
mits larger drums and more effective 
braking. In a straight stick job powered 
by a V8 engine we got zero to 60 in 
just about nine seconds. The six-cylin- 
der L-head engine displaces 170 cubic 
inches, has an 8.3 to 1 compression ra- 
tio, and delivers 90 horsepower. The 
259-cubic-inch V8 with 8.8 to 1 com- 
pression is rated at 180 hp; four-barrel 
carburetor and dual exhausts boost 
output to 195 hp. 


IF SMALL CAR DEMAND is real in depth, 


we would expect this little car to make 
a niche for itself in the 1959 market. 
It will be offered in seven solid ex- 
terior colors and a two-tone combina- 
tion. Exterior chrome is limited, but 
ample. Production economies include 
the use of the same bumper front and 
rear, and the entire front section of the 
car is a single stamping to which hood 
and fenders are added. 


PRICE IS STILL A PROBLEM, but Harold 


Churchill, Studebaker-Packard  presi- 
dent, estimates base price at around 
$2000, with automatic transmission and 
a few other goodies costing a little more. 
If the car wins acceptance we would 


we could see a little erasure exercise 
on Detroit drawingboards. 





IN KEEPING WITH THE DETROIT TREND 


Cadillac will be lower, longer, have 
more glass, and offer additional body 
styles for 1959. Major styling changes 
that run through the entire GM line are 
in effect in abundance on the new Cad- 
illac. The entire front end has been re- 
styled, and while distinctive fins have 
been retained, they are presented in a 
new, thin version. With such major 
changes front and rear—thinner tops, 
double curved and deeper indented 
windshields and rear windows—Cad- 
illac has a completely new car for 1959. 


THE TOTAL AVAILABLE BODY STYLES 


are 11, with two new ones, the Eldorado 
Biarritz and the Eldorado Seville, on 
the standard 130-inch wheelbase. These 
super-styled sports versions offer a 345- 
hp engine, Hydra-Matic transmission, 
and air suspension as standard equip- 
ment. Series 62 bodies include a sedan, 
a four-window sedan coupe, convertible, 
and a de Ville coupe and sedan, all 
available with the standard 325-hp en- 
gine, or optionally with the 345-hp. An 
eight-passenger sedan and an eight- 
passenger limousine on a 150-inch 
wheelbase, coupled with 106 possible 
interior arrangements, complete Cad- 
illac’s effort to give the customer maxi- 
mum latitude in selecting a car custom- 
ized by the factory to his individual 
preference. 








rt Na at PN 








CHRYSLER brings pushbutton control 
to heating and air-conditioning unit 
on new models as optional accessory. 


expect it to complement, rather than cut 
into, American Motors sales. If the ac- 


STYLEWISE, LINES ARE GOOD with well- 
ceptance of both lines proves healthy 


balanced appearance that has just 
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inch, 325-hp ohv V8 remains pretty 
much the same as last year. Optional 
modifications in carburetion, cam and 
manifolding increase its horsepower to 
345 without sacrifice of smoothness so 
characteristic of this powerplant. 





A NEW SHOCK ABSORBER, standard on 
all new Cadillacs, prevents the fluid 
from air frothing by the use of oil-filled 
plastic sleeves around the hydraulic 
reservoir and piston. The action of the 
piston remains constant against the oil 
and assures top efficiency of the shocks 
under the severe conditions of all road 
surface situations. Ordinary hydraulic 

i shock absorbers whip minute amounts 

of air into the fluid, producing a frothy 

fluid that decreases the efficiency. 


FOR THOSE LONG ROAD TRIPS, Cadillac 
offers an option called Auto Pilot 
(made by Perfect Circle ). A dial setting 
selects a cruising speed which locks 





UNDER THE HOOD, the reliable 390-cubic- 


with the carburetor throttle. Then it is 
possible to maintain any pre-set road 
speed, uphill or down, without using 
the accelerator. A touch of the brake 
pedal instantly unlocks it. 





DE SOTO’S MODEL LINE for 1959 has 


been tastefully restyled enough to dis- 
tinguish it from last year’s. Front grille 
and rear deck have been changed 
slightly and the fins have been canted 
further outboard. Thinner rooflines and 
glass creeping further into the top, 
front and rear, are in keeping with the 
general style trend throughout the in- 
dustry. Using the same basic chassis 
and suspension as the rest of the Chrys- 
ler line, DeSoto offers shorter front tor- 
sion bars fo: better ride, cam-mounted 
front suspension to facilitate wheel 
alignment adjustment, and improved 
optional air leveling. 


TWO OF THE BASIC CHASSIS, the 122- 


inch- and the 126-inch wheelbase, are 








used for all body styles, which include 
two-door hardtops, four-door hardtops, 
convertibles and wagons. Firesweep, 
Firedome, Fireflite, and Adventurer 
series combine to make a total of 18 
body models available. All of the in- 
terior options of the Chrysler line— 
from swivel seats to electronic rear-view 
mirrors—are offered along with a wide 
choice of fabrics and colors. 


FOR THE FIRST TIME the 383-cubic-inch, 


350-hp engine, formerly available only 
on the Adventurer, will be offered as 
an option on all series. Firesweep mod- 
els carry a 361-cubic-inch, 290-hp en- 
gine; the Firedome, a 383-cubic-inch, 
305-hp; and the Fireflite, a 383-cubic- 
inch, 325-hp engine. The Adventurer 
owes its horsepower to two four-barrel 
carburetors, special cam, dual ignition 
and exhaust, and special valve springs 
and dampers. Wedge-shaped combus- 
tion chambers and high compression 
ratios are new this year and enable 





DE SOTO SPORTSMAN TWO-DOOR HARDTOP 





CHRYSLER WINDSOR TWO-DOOR HARDTOP 


IMPERIAL LE BARON WITHOUT OPTIONAL SPARE 











IMPERIAL LE BARON FOUR-DOOR SEDAN 


CHRYSLER SARATOGA FOUR-DOOR SEDAN 


DE SOTO FIREFLITE FOUR-DOOR HARDTOP 
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SPOTLIGHT ON DETROIT 


continued 


livelier engines, economy through better 
use of the fuel, and higher rear axle 
ratios to take better advantage of more 
engine power. Premium fuels are re- 
quired for best performance. 


CHRYSLER AND IMPERIAL for 1959 have 
styling changes devoted mainly to 
smoothing existing lines and relocating 
chrome trim. A new grille, bumpers, 
tail lights, thinner rooflines and more 
glass area are part of the smoothing 
operation, but overall the lines are much 
the same as last year. Inside and under- 





neath there are many changes that are 
definitely nmew—changes that provide 
more comfort, better visibility, greater 
selection of fabrics and colors, and me- 
chanically, more horsepower and an 
improved ride. 


SHORTER FRONT TORSION BARS for a 
better handling ride and cam-mounted 
front suspension to facilitate wheel 
alignment, plus better valving and air 
condensing for air bag leveling, are 
among the major chassis changes. 
Wedge-shaped combustion chambers 
and increased compression ratios im- 
prove performance and slightly higher 
rear axle ratios take better advantage of 
the greater torque for better economy. 


THE CHRYSLER WINDSOR SERIES on a 
122-inch wheelbase will use the Golden 
Lion 383-cubic-inch engine with two- 
barrel carburetor, developing 305 hp. 


The same engine with four-barrel car- 
buretor and 325 hp will be under the 
hoods of the Saratoga models. The New 
Yorker and the 300-E, on 126-inch 
wheelbase, will both be using a big 
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413-cubic-inch engine, but in different 
stages of tune. A four-barrel carburetor 
and dual exhaust modification produces 
325 hp, and is standard: for the New 
Yorker, but for the 300-E, two four- 
barrels, special cam, special valve 
springs and dampers, dual ignition and 
exhaust and a special air cleaner bring 
the horsepower up to 380. A slightly 
de-tuned four-barrel carburetor version 
of this engine, producing 350 hp, 
powers the Imperial. All engines have 
10 to 1 compression ratios and require 
premium fuels. 


THE POPULAR TWO-DOOR HARDTOP is 


available for all Chrysler series, and the 
four-door hardtop on all but the 300-E, 
while the convertibles are offered for 
all but the 300-E. 


IMPERIAL MODELS WILL BE OFFERED in 


three series: the Imperial, Crown Im- 
perial, the LeBaron, with a wide choice 
of interiors, swivel seats, electronic rear 
mirrors, automatic headlight dippers, 
and other options available throughout 
the Chrysler line, including the 300-E 
engine. All models are on 129-inch 
wheelbase and include in the Imperial: 
a two-door and four-door hardtop and 
something real startling—a four-door 
sedan with a stainless steel roof option. 
A two-door and four-door hardtop and 
a convertible, plus the stainless steel 
option for Crown Imperials, and Le- 
Baron four-door hardtop and sedan 
with stainless roof option complete the 
body choices for Imperial. 


THE OPTIONAL stainless steel top is an 


interesting piece of styling using stain- 
less in combination with either paint or 


leather. About two-thirds of the for- 
ward part of the roof is stainless steel 
with a brushed finish. It joins and 
blends into the rear of the top, which 
is finished in your choice of body- 
matching or contrasting paint or leath- 
er, producing a distinguished custom 
look. 


INTERIORS RUN THE GAMUT of fine fab- 


rics, leathers and plastics, with tasteful 
applications of chrome in just the right 
places. The ladies will be hard pressed 
to decide among the wide choice of 

continued on page 14 














CADILLAC FOUR-DOOR SEDAN de Ville (upper left), 
Fleetwood 60 Special (lower left) both use com- 
pany’s plastic sleeve Freon-12 shock absorber. 
Use of oil in sleeve, which contracts and expands, 
eliminates air from shock, keeps the action of 
the absorber piston constant against the oil. 
Diagram above, showing operating principle, 
illustrates piston in opened and closed positions. 





EXPERIMENTAL GAS TURBINE in a Ford 
has been under road test. Exhaust 
stack at right and combustion and 
fuel chambers at left are on top of 
the impeller housing below frame. 





























START OF A NEW 
STYLING CYCLE! 














---PACKED WITH NEW ROCKET PERFORMANCE! 


SO TOTALLY NEW... } 
SO TYPICALLY OLDS! 


Oldsmobile for 59 heralds the start of a new 
styling cycle with the slim, trim “Linear Look”! 
New Rocket Engines deliver improved performance 
and more economy with Oldsmobile’s exclusive new 
2-stage automatic choke! Added window area gives 
you a horizon-wide sweep of vision. More passenger 
room gives you greater comfort all around! 

Olds brings you all-new, longer-lasting Air-Scoop 
Brakes (on all four wheels); smooth, level “Glide” 


Spacious interiors offer more room and comfort! Up to 64% Ride! Plus two new fun-loving models—the 
more luggage space! New Vista-Panoramic Windshield ‘i : . 
sweeps into the roof! New Safety-Spectrum Speedometer and Holiday SceniCoupe and the Holiday SportSedan. 


electric windshield wipers on every model of every Olds! So come in for a test drive. Let the 1959 Oldsmobiles 





speak for themselves at your dealer’s today! 


Discover the many new Added Values of OLDSmobility tor 'S9 
at your local authorized 


OLDSMOBILE 


QUALITY DEALER'S 
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AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


a reported from new projected nose 
mn plugs imported from 


Z~ LODCE 
OF ENGLAND 


The first Lodge projected nose 
plugs have just arrived in 
America and our tests indicate 
they are as terrific as the 
British said. Test car =! has 
topped 18,000 miles and the 
plugs look like new and are 
still giving ‘‘new plug’’ mile- 
age and power. Be among the 
first to enjoy them in your 
1955-58 Ford, Merc, Edsel or 
Lincoln. (Available for other 
cars soon). Ask for LODGE 
No. CTNY, $1.10 ea. If your 
dealer can’t supply, write: 


AUBUR 
















Spark Plug Co. inc. 
Auburn 7, N.Y. 


JOBBER INQUIF 


at NEW 
- EASY TO 


in your car 


ai” 98 ec. 






INSTALL 
+ DURABLE, ren 
wasHaBie °° 


Dresses up your car's in- 
terior Washable, gives 
your upholstery long- 
lasting beauty & protec- 
tion, To install, simply 
slip over seats. In navy, 
blue, green, tan and white combinations. 

$2.98 for front split, or front or back solid. Ser $5.75 
Add 25¢ postage or sent.C.O.D. 

10-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


CRYDER SALES CORP. Dept. N-205 
BOX 79 WHITESTONE 57, N. Y. 


NICE CAR > 


deserves a 
NEW Kozak 7 


SPECIAL OFFER: One regular and one SUPER 
Auto DRYWASH cloths — $7 value for $5. 
Safely wiping and DRYwashing nice cars for 33 
years. Save their cost dozens of times. Guaranteed. 
KozaK, 99 S. Lyon St., Batavia, -N. Y. 














KEEP THOSE NEW COPIES 
LOOKING SHARP. 


This 
handsome 
leatherette 
binder keeps 
your monthly 


MOTOR 
TRENDS 

in top shape. 
Makes a 
handy, 
attractive 
reference 
that lasts a 
lifetime. 
Only $2.25. 





| MOTOR TREND 
5959 Hollywood BI., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
| Send me MOTOR TREND binder; 
| I enclose $2.25 in: 


CD check () cash OM.O. 
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THE 


\ RUMOR 
MILL 


“Studebaker-Packard will produce a 
highly individualized Packard in the 
ultra-ultra luxury price class to keep the 
Packard name alive. A very limited 
number will be built.” 

FALSE —This notion was considered and 
may still be, but it is more likely to be 
stillborn with the ultra-Packard never be- 
coming any more substantial than a gleam 
in a PR man’s eye. 

“The company that made the custom 
Chevy El! Morocco intends to build a 
new custom car using the Volvo Duett 
chassis.” 

FALSE—Allender & Co. of Detroit is 
not planning a customized car of any type 
for the coming year. (The one referred to 
in the rumor was featured in the July ’57 
issue of MOTOR TREND.—Ed.) 


“Chrysler intends to make its own 
electrical equipment for its 59 cars.” 
FALSE—This is a fairly persistent rumor 
since Chrysler established its own electrical 
equipment division in Indianapolis, Ind. 
They intend to use AutoLite equipment 
for °59, and possibly even beyond that. 


“A special Ford series of cars will come 
out later in the year, looking much like 
the Thunderbird.” 

TRUE—At least in the respect that these 
cars, to be announced later than the regular 
series of Ford lines, will copy the roofline 
of the four-passenger T-Bird. The series 
may be named after one of the early Ford 
futuristic “dream cars.” 


“A small Chevrolet has been undergoing 
tests at the General Motors Proving 
Grounds for several months.” 
FALSE—This is another persistent rumor, 
but we have it on excellent authority that 
any small car seen at the proving grounds 
in Milford, Mich. was not a Chevrolet 
product. 


“Willys has produced a lower, plusher, 
softer-sprung station wagon bearing the 
name of Maverick. Understand a few of 
these are being driven around the 
Detroit area.” 

TRUE—Present units are being offered in 
about five metropolitan areas to test market 
potential. No decision has been reached 
to put model in production. Will not differ 
greatly in appearance from present models. 





SPOTLIGHT ON DETROIT 


continued from page 12 


color combinations offered. Plenty of 
style, horsepower, luxury and comfort 
are in the Chrysler-Imperial package for 
1959. 


ALONG OTHER LINES, Chrysler admits 
that it is hard at work on a small car 
but has increased its holding in Simca 


from 15.2 to 25 per cent, and reaching 
for 15 per cent of U.S. foreign car 
market (see page 59). Chrysler is also 
developing a flying research vehicle 
without wings. It is of the ducted-fan 
type, smaller and more mobile than a 
helicopter and cruising at 50 knots with 
a 1000-pound payload. 





FIREBIRD Ill is latest version 


in GM's experimental series. 


Tools of the 


space age—electronics, transistors, computers—are used to guide car auto- 
matically if desired. Extra 10-hp engine powers accessories, frees 225-hp 
gas turbine engine to drive rear wheels. Easy-entry gull-wing doors are 
power operated, open forward. Car is 44.8 inches high at the top of the 
bubbles, 57 inches high at tail. For more pictures and details, see page 70. 
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New Laboratory Triumph Shows How 


A *4 Magna-Power Saves You Up to *200” 


..-.or your Money Back! 


(see #1 in box below, left) 
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Here’s What Magna-Power Does for Your Engine: 
1. Your Oil 3. Spark Plugs 


Your oil will last longer! You can Actual experience shows that your 
not only change less often but also spark plugs should last 2 or 3 times 
get more miles per quart in between. as long as now when they are not 
See for yourself! Put samples of your fouled by the filth and goo that nor- 
oil in 2 open Pyrex baking cups mally collects in your oil—dissolved in 
and heat to 300°F in a GAS FIRED it, so the filter cannot remove it. 
oven—one with the Magna-Power and 

one without. After 2 hours, shut it 

off and allow to cool for several 


hours. Start up the oven again and 
repeat the whole thing. Keep repeat- 


ing until 45 or 50 hours of high 
temperature have been run. (High 
priced oils may need longer.) Ex- 
amine the oils and put a drop of 
each on a white blotter for com- 
parison. The spots below show the 
vast difference in oil breakdown. 





The plug shown is I of 8 with 61,810 

miles on them and still showing nearl 
With—Magna-Power—Without new efficiency. One engine rail cae 
Oil treated with Magna-Power StaYS 188,438 miles so far on 2 sets of plugs 
clean—leaves only faint spot shown —it is still in top condition! 
at left. Spot at right shows usual filth 
and contamination. 
Vtis is the same thing that happens 
in your eneine. The oil warms up in 
contact with hot blow-by gases—the 
moisture condenses in the oil, makes 
acids and breaks down even the best 
oils. 


4. Engine Wear 


2. Engine Power 

Engines maintain full power (or 
actually increase) —for amazingly 
Jong mileages. Many have 180,000 to 
200.000 miles and more—WITHOUT 
ANY MAJOR OVERHAUL. 


quent WIT AC@ NOVTRALIZEG 
omoueat | 
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~S 
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Measurements show reductions 
with Magna-Power of 3 to I 


%or J NEEDED or better under the same con- 
ORIGINAL ditions. 

%Or 1. 
ORIGINAL 


25,000 50,000 stp te Tae 
MILES DRIVEN 


Johns Research Labs, Department 11M, Middlesex, N.J., 











Does YOUR car give you the pep 
and power it had when new? 


—if not you need a Magna-Power! With a Magna- 
Power you can save 80% of your engine repair bills 
and have a “new” car longer. 
—it takes only one minute to install—at a cost of less 
than $.005 per mile (five/thousandths of a cent!) 
—a $4.95 investment in a Magna-Power will return 
itself IN FULL every time you change your oil—and 
keep on doing so for years, saving you hundreds of 
dollars in formerly unnecessary oil changes, engine 
repairs, etc. 
As one Magna-Power fan wrote: “There is no excuse what- 
ever for a man to change oil every 2000 miles if he knows 
there is such a thing as a Magna-Power antacid neutralizing 
drain plug.” And, of course, that fan’s 13-year-old Chevy is 
his pride and joy—and is never in the repair shop—except 
for minor tune-ups, lube jobs, etc., then presto! On one oil 
change the entire $4.95 saved—and his engine protected 
against acid corrosion—runs like a clock—quiet as a watch 
—‘“powerful as a B52”—a car with an engine that will not 
let you down—that actually increases in power, pep, speed 
and performance the older it gets. More automotive engi- 
neers, oil chemists and mechanical engineers have in- 
stalled Magna-Powers on their engines than any other 
proportionate group of our population. And thousands of 
Magna-Powers have been bought by critical people in the 
past 9 years—people who save hundreds of thousands 
yearly—and, more important, get for themselves increased 
trade-in allowances amounting to hundreds of dollars for 
turning in mechanically perfect cars. 
What Is Magna-Power? 
Magna-Power is the new direct way to kill acid. Acid is the real 
cause of engine wear. The oil companies are spending millions to 
add acid neutralizers to their oils but these are not permanent. 
Where Does the Acid Come from? 
Gasoline has sulphur in it. When sulphur burns it makes sulphuric 
acid right inside your engine. Sulphuric acid eats metal. It 
destroys detergents and spawns more acid. Little by little the 
engine is eaten away. Acid is one of nature’s methods of reducing 
metals to their original primitive state. 
How to Neutralize This Acid? 
The easiest and surest way is to use a solid chemical neutralizer 
attached to your oil pan drain plug. The Magna-Power is a drain 
plug with a rod of special alkaline metal alloy. Acids much prefer 
this naturally alkaline alloy to the other metals in the engine; 
but in eating it these corrosive acids are destroyed. Yet there is 
enough alloy to last 100,000 miles. 


Gef a Magna-Power Today—Not a New Engine Tomorrow 


30-Day Free Trial—Send No Money 
Fill out the coupon and mail it to us today! Try the Magna-Power 
for 30 days at our expense—we know from our thousands of satis- 
fied users that you will find it saves you up to $200 in the first year. 
Order from your own country! No duty—no red tape! Send order 
to 190 Brookside, Toronto 9, Ont.—Sinaloa 215, Mexico City— 
Magnalloy, Chutsey, Surrey, England. 
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JOHNS RESEARCH LABS., Dept. 11M 
Middlesex, N. J. 








My car is a Lee (year) 
Send me a Magna-Power for my car on your 30-day FREE TRIAL. If ! 
like Magna-Power, I will promptly send $4.95 (plus 25c postage and han- 
dling). Otherwise I will return Magna-Power and owe you nothing! 
SAVE—send $4.95 with order and we pay postage—handling—money back 
guarantee. ~ 

SAVE—$1.00 on 2nd, get two for $8.95. 





ADDRESS.. 
CITY, ZONE, STATE........................... jap blinaneinonest tesniehenignenligaamatoicatasanie dis 
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We know=-we drove ’em! 


by Charles Nerpel Technical Editor 


HE LEADERS IN NEW CAR SALES for 1958—Chevrolet, Ford, 

and Plymouth—will again be battling to stay on top of the 
consumers’ preference for 1959. Because these three enjoy the 
most sales and are within the same price class, they are 
being reviewed comparatively by MOTOR TREND to give the 
potential buyer an idea of what the “Big Three” are offering. 
Stylists and engineers have dug deep to catch the eye of the 
shopper, offer new features to the “one make” buyer, and entice 
customers away from other lines. 

Prior to announcement dates of the new cars, Detroit is a 
madhouse of prototype deadlines, proving ground tests, and 
show date models in preparation. Cars are available for test rides 
by writers of the motoring press, and at least one of each body 
style is assembled for the thousands of photographs that will be 
taken to fill advertising brochures and publicity handouts neces- 
sary to launch the new models. The construction of these cats 
is a test for new body dies and assembly line procedures that 
will be encountered in mass production. They are virtually hand 
assembled, but are basically the same as those that will soon be 
pouring off the assembly lines. 

Production and quality control are geared toward insuring 
the purchaser a product as close to the hand-assembled test 
cars as is possible under a mass production system. True, these 
cars are in top condition, but they are not “one-of-a-kind” spe- 
cials put together to impress technical writers. This is one of 


16 MOTOR TREND/NOVEMBER 1958 


the reasons we avoided timed acceleration and speed tests. Many 
of the chassis and engines have been on the streets and roads 
throughout the country, disguised from the public eye with a 
1958 body, but once the manufacturer turns the keys and the 
proving grounds over to automotive reporters, and exposes his 
engineers to the prying questions about the new product, there 
are few secrets he can keep. 

Driving different cars over similar courses within a short 
period of time is the best way to judge the variance between 
them. It takes the personal opinion, or getting used to a piece 
of equipment, out of the driving impressions and puts it on a 
real comparative basis. Proving grounds in the Detroit area are 
so close to each other that it is possible to test drive several 
different makes of cars a day. Constant-radius curves, straight- 
aways, and handling courses are so similar that only by the sur- 
roundings can one tell he is on a different test site. Each manu- 
facturer believes that his product is the best, but unlike the 
automotive journalist, he cannot drive his competitors’ test cars 
—at least before public introduction. Best on the drawing board 
and best behind the wheel are two widely separated things. That 
is why they use proving grounds. 

Based on these test methods, MOTOR TREND has made the 
following selections. To figure out which one will be “top dog,” 
assign your own values to each of the features, total them, and 
you have it. 
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TYLING REFINEMENTS did not produce any major body line 

changes in the 1959 Plymouth. The fins have a few degrees 
more outward slant and are capped with a chrome strip, and a 
more massive bumper gives the car a wider look. Increased 
front and rear glass areas with compound curves extending 
farther into the roof still retain most of the 1958 identifying 
lines. All of these changes are aimed at producing a more lux- 
urious looking car while still maintaining cost levels with Ford 
and Chevrolet. Aluminum has started to make its way into 
auto bodies in the form of Plymouth’s fabricated anodized grille. 
This should cut manufacturing and replacement costs consider- 
ably below the die cast grilles on Chevrolet and Ford. 

Well divided horizontal stop and tail lights in a unit that 
can be replaced if damaged are good functional signaling de- 
vices. The Sport Fury decklid with dummy wheel cover is now 
available as an option for all models except wagons. True, it 
is a false wheel, but it seems to add something more functional 
than chrome to an otherwise wide bare expanse of rear deck. 
The front fenders have been extended to a double-barreled 
housing over the twin headlights, and while they do nothing to 
help wind resistance, the effect is pleasing in that it removes 
the eyeshade look that characterized last year’s models. Sub- 
stantial rear overhang and prominent fins certainly make Plym- 
outh the longest looking car among the Big Three, but they 
have curved the lower line upward to prevent scraping on all 
but the steepest driveways. 


IN THE FACE OF MAJOR CHANGES in Chevrolet, Plymouth’s 
minor “luxury look” improvements are just part of their 1959 
program. They have expanded their models to include 11 body 
styles, including two separate convertibles. Luxury is dominant 
throughout the line except for the basic Savoy, whose interiors 
are austere compared to the lowest priced Chevrolet and Ford. 
The deluxe models run the gamut of fine fabrics, acoustical 
headliners, and chrome strips. Because of its length, Plymouth 
has plenty of interior room and thinner rooflines have increased 
head clearance, an important factor in entering and leaving a 
low-slung car. 

Dominating the 11 body choices are the “sports” models. 
More hardtops with all the goodies, including the new swivel 
seat option, lend themselves well to bright colors, inside and 
out. Extra-deep triple curved “control tower” windshields and 
rear windows are standard on all the hardtops. Again, penetra- 
tion of more glass into the rear top puts a lot of heat on rear 
seat passengers, an undesirable feature common to this design. 
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MOU TE 


... offers adjustable front suspension, 


rear air leveling, a new engine, 


swivel seats, and a self-tilting 


rear view mirror. 


Pushbutton transmission, heater, and radio controls on the 
dash make a very impressive array, but the claim of “control 
without taking your eyes from the road” is true only if some 
sort of touch system is devised. Driving one of these is like 
punching a typewriter. 


THE CHASSIS AND SUSPENSION under the Plymouth are the 
same for the entire Chrysler line. The only major change is in 
the front suspension adjustment. A cam on the inner pivot of the 
upper control arm enables easy alignment by turning the bolt 
head on the end of the cam. Front torsion bars and rear leaf 
springs have undergone some spring rate changes but the same 
well-handling ride has been preserved. Air leveling on the rear 
is an option that is a must if heavy loads are carried, as a level 
chassis is most important to the best operation of front tor- 
sion bars. 

Plymouth, like Ford, depends entirely on the rear leaf springs 
for rear axle registration but manages to do a better job in 
reducing body lean. Here is a graphic example of the influence 
of front suspension on rear spring- 
ing. Torsion bars seem to contribute 
more than coil springs to reducing 
rear end lean with virtually the same 
rear suspension. The Plymouth ride 
is probably the best of the Big Three, 
with Chevrolet running a close sec- 
ond and Ford outclassing itself with 
that sickening lean in turns. 

“What is this steering wheel con- 
nected to?” might be a logical ques- 
tion when driving the new Plymouth. 
Mechanical steering is getting so soft 
that it is often hard to tell the dif- 
ference between it and a power unit. 
Ability to feel the front wheels pull- 
ing slightly to left or right due to 
road surface irregularities or camber 
is necessary to a relaxing drive, but 
Plymouth power steering is so light 
that constant attention is required to 
keep the car from wandering. True, 
a baby can steer it, but we recall sit- 
ting on our father’s lap and steering 
a Model T fairly well at the tender 
age of 10. 

















APPARENTLY SATISFIED WITH THE CHASSIS, brakes and suspen- 
sion of last year, Chrysler is concentrating on covering the entire 
market with a “car for very pocketbook.” Plymouth starts in the 
so-called “low-priced three” but extends well into the luxury 
class occupied by Dodge, DeSoto and Chrysler. Feeling the need 
for “special” cars required by certain customers, Plymouth’s body 
styles are geared to the “sports” models. 

Interiors, with the exception of the standard Savoy, are what 
might be termed lavish. Metallics interwoven into fabrics blend 
with plastic upholstering materials, and colors are brighter and 
of wider choice. Swivel seats, talked about and shown on “dream 
cars” for years, are now a reality with their introduction as 
standard equipment on the Sport Fury. The seats revolve on 
nylon bearings and lock into driving position. A hand-operated 
latch on the outboard side of the seat allows body movement 
to swing it ourward. There are no advantages when alighting 
from the car in close-quarter parking, but they are wonderful 
when the door can be opened fully. The ladies should like 
this one. 


UNDER THE HOOD THE V8 ENGINES pose the same problems as 
with Chevrolet and Ford— it’s crowded. To make things worse, 
Plymouth’s V-type engines have a low plug location, plus little 
metal shields part way around them, to protect against mani- 
fold heat. The L-head Six, with slight improvements, has plenty 
of room but is available only for the Savoy and Belvedere mod- 
els. Changes in manifolding for better breathing and quicker 
warm-up, and improved bearings and oil pump pressures are 
designed to create longer engine life. This 230-cubic-inch 


engine with 8 to 1 compression is a good performer with man- 
ual transmissions, but bogs down a little with the PowerFlite 
option. 

Wedge-shaped combustion chambers for 1959 V8 Plymouths 
may be the answer to the “rumble” that has plagued late-model 
high compression engines. Apparently, octane rating of fuel has 
little to do with this phenomenon, but combustion chamber 
shape has quite an effect on it. The 361-inch Golden Com- 
mando engine, available as an option on all V8 models, has 
four-barrel carburetion, dual exhaust, dual breaker points, 
heavy-duty valve springs and dampers, special camshaft and 
10 to 1 compression ratio. The Fury V-800, standard on Savoy, 
Belvedere and Fury models, has a two-barrel carburetor as 
standard, but the Sport Fury carries as standard a four-barrel 
carburetor, special cam and dual exhaust modification. that is 
optional for the other models. With the power kit, this 318- 
cubic-inch engine at 9 to 1 compression, performs almost as 
well as the Golden Commando engine. We had a lot of fun 
with the improved acceleration provided by this package while 
driving a 1959 model, disguised with a ’58 body, around the 
expressways and streets ot Detroit. 

Manual, PowerFlite, PowerFlite with overdrive, TorqueFlite, 
and TorqueFlite with overdrive—all with rear axle ratios to 
give best performance—are little changed from previous models. 
An economy 2.93 to 1 ratio is available at no extra charge for 
all TorqueFlite transmissions. Plymouth, like Ford and Chevro- 
let, is playing with valving on automatic transmissions to secure 
crisper shifts without the jerk unusually inherent in such shift- 
ing. If they cannot eliminate this, Plymouth engineers will 
revert to the regular valving employed in 1958. 

continued 














PLYMOUTH. for '59 «sis: 


DRIVING POSITION OF THE NEW PLYMOUTH is not too good. 
Without the advantage of an electric seat, a short driver is lost 
behind the wheel rim and blanked off from a generous portion 
of road visibility by the large, cowl-mounted rear-view mirror. 
Once the driver is sufficiently jacked up to see over the wheel, 
driving position is better, but there is a long reach, well below 
wheel rim level, to tap the right go buttons. Pushbutton driving 
is just something you have to get used to. 

Elsewhere in the interior, seating is comfortable and leg- and 
headroom are adequate. Ventilation is good and wind noise is 
at a very low level, about like Chevrolet, at cruising speeds. 
Fender mirrors, unless properly adjusted, are just ornaments, 
but Plymouth has a fine optional accessory side mirror that is 
a joy to use. A small “joy stick” control on the dash allows the 
mirror to be moved at any angle, easily and accurately. Another 
mirror option replaces the regular rear-view mirror. Called 
“Mirror-Matic,” it is electronically controlled to tilt slightly when 
bright lights of a following car come into view. It has the same 
area as the regular mirror but is thicker. More electronics are 
employed in Plymouth’s automatic headlight dimmer. Using a 
cell of high red sensitivity and a control dial, headlights can 
be made to dim not only from approaching vehicles, but react 
to the tail lights of the car being overtaken. 

An exterior “super enamel” with a high gloss life of two 
years is claimed for the paint finishes on the entire Chrysler 
line. Chevrolet claims three years for their acrylic lacquer and 
Ford isn’t saying anything. 

Automobiles with the trim and interior appointments as 
overwhelming as the 1959 Plymouth require rigid quality con- 
trol to maintain that hand-fitted luxury appearance so empha- 
sized in the new models. If not properly finished that “well 
worn” look could change to shabbiness in a very short time. 
We hope they can maintain the quality they intend for their 
luxurious cars. 














CHRYSLER CORPORATION SWIVEL SEAT 
DESIGN AND OPERATION 
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SWIVEL SEAT has a manual release and pivots on nylon 
bearings. Pull-down armrest provides storage space 
when up and seating for a third passenger when down. 
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nate high-comp. rumble, increase economy. button transmission control is mounted at left of instruments. 
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HEVROLET, SALES LEADER FOR 1958, has veered from the 
C Detroit pattern for the second time in as many years. For 
1959 it is presenting a completely new body with chassis, 
suspension, and engine improvements. Unlike Ford, who made 
slight contour and trim changes, and Plymouth, who retained 
the same design, Chevrolet went whole hog on their style 
revision. In previous years, when fins became higher and longer, 
Chevrolet remained top seller with a rather conservative but 
pleasing rendition of a trend that threatened to grow into 
bomber-sized rudders. A new treatment, fins in a horizontal 
plane blended into the rear deck, has produced a distinctive 
and pleasing effect and is so versatile it can be used effectively 
on all body styles without losing its identity. Bumpers, grille, 
hood, windshields, backlights, stop and tail lights have changed 
to form a pleasing blend of ideas in style. Magic Mirror, the 
name GM has given to its new acrylic lacquer, offers a wide 
array of new colors for 1959. 


THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL X-TYPE FRAME has been retained for 
the coming year with some minor modifications to accommodate 
extra suspension linkage and an extra crossmember in the rear 
to reduce frame twist. Chevrolet bodies are of such unit con- 
struction that they do not depend on frame support for rigidity 
as much as Ford or Plymouth, and consequently, they can 
increase body width without requiring a wider and heavier 
frame. Anticipating the possibility of increased demand for 
powerful engine packages, Chevrolet has added an anti-twist 
linkage to take the axle torque off the suspension units. A new 
lateral control bar reduces body sway and improves handling 
by keeping the rear axle in position to rotate near its own 
center on fast cornering or bumpy roads. 

The idea behind these suspension changes is to isolate the 
duties of the various components, i.e., springs for springing, 
trailing arms for keeping axle in line, torque arm to absorb 
axle twist, and lateral stabilizer to control body sway and frame 
position over the rear suspension. This new linkage has improved 
handling and body sway greatly, but there seems to be a direct 
relationship between rear end behavior and front suspension. 
Despite the major changes in the rear, the "58 front end is 
retained. As a result, riding comfort, body dip and sway are 
improved, but must go quite a way to match that of Plymouth’s 
torsion bar-leaf spring combination. 

Pioneer in mass-produced air suspensions, GM’s optional 
Level-Air ride is much improved mechanically for 1959. Lower 
spring rates have been responsible for a much softer ride than 
coil spring suspensions, at a slight sacrifice in body lean and 
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... offers a completely new body, im- 
proved rear suspension, increased braking 
area, nine engine variations, and a 
pickup to compete with Ford’s Ranchero. 


cornering. One of the outstanding features of any air-bag sus- 
pension is its ability to level the car under varying loads. 
For the motorist who is the single occupant on daily trips to 
and from work with weekend trips loaded with family, luggage, 
house trailer or a boat on the roof, air leveling is the answer. 
Changes in the air compressor, valving, and bag contour are 
all aimed at durability and trouble-free operation. Ford has 
withdrawn its air option for 1959, but Plymouth is using air 
in combination with springs for load leveling only and their 
handling and ride seem unaltered with this option. 

Maximum use of the mechanical advantage offered by power 
steering has been rather slow in coming. Chevrolet for 1959 
has retained its steering ratio of 20 to 1 for power steering 
options, but increased it from 23 to 1 to 24 to 1 for mechanical 
steering. Naturally, this reduces the amount of force required 
to change the direction of travel but also increases the distance 
the wheel must be moved. The result is a mechanical steering 
with the ease but not the response of power steering. The 
20 to 1 ratio for the power option is so feather-light that al! 
the feel of driving has been removed, and response is still 
slow. A flexible coupling between the steering box and the 
steering wheel shaft has been added to reduce transmission of 
road shocks to the steering wheel. Overall, the mechanical 
and power steering is about the same as Plymouth in ease and 
response but not as positive as Ford’s well coupled and lively 
ratio. 


BRAKES CAME IN FOR THEIR SHARE of the “all new” spotlight 
for the coming year. Increased area, from 157 square inches to 
199.5, provision for air cooling, and heat dissipation have pro- 
duced a brake more in keeping with higher speeds and weight. 
The leading shoes on all four wheels are grooved to provide 
a more even heat distribution across the face of the drum, 
which has an added heat transfer flange that projects into the 
airstream underneath the car. New wheels, incorporating air 
path slots, are designed so air can pass over the most inner part 
of the drum. In operation, these are just about the best brakes 
in the “Big Three.” 

Mauri Rose, who has been working on brake engineering 
for Chevrolet for several years, told us that their research pointed 
to a few simple facts. “Keep ‘em cool and give them enough 
area and you've got a good brake,” and this is just what GM 
has done for 1959. The new power brake is functionally the 
same as last year’s except that it uses the regular brake pedal 
and hydraulic master cylinder. It is a wacuum-powered com- 
ponent available as a regular production option, or as a dealer- 
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IMPALA SPORT COUPE 


installed accessory that mounts on the same firewall point as 
the master cylinder. Here is a fine way to make the most of 
Chevy’s new brakes with an assist that does not soak up engine 


power. 


ECONOMY AGAIN ENTERS THE 1959 PICTURE, with the sales 
leaders improving and retaining six-cylinder engines and further 
developing some well-established principles on their V8s. Better 
breathing, both intake and exhaust, reduction of valve overlap 
and improved carburetor metering have, according to Chevrolet, 
brought about a five to 10 per cent improvement in fuel econ- 
omy for the Six. This 235-cubic-inch engine has always been 
a reliable workhorse, and still does a good job of pulling the 
"59s. Among the V8 engines, the same procedures have been 
followed as far as breathing and carburetion, with changes in 
spark advance to provide less fuel waste while idling. Better 
cooling around spark plugs, and an optional dual exhaust system 
that reduces back pressure are fuel-saving improvements. 

With the camshaft, carburetor, fuel injection and compression 
ratio options available for the 283-inch and the 348-inch en- 
gines, Chevy has a choice of eight different engines, plus the 
Six. If Chevrolet performance in previous years made their 
competitors sit up and take notice, they will be on the edge 
of their chairs with these engines. Following the industry 
moratorium on performance advertising, horsepower is low in 
the ballyhoo parade, but it’s there if you want it. 

Many improvements aimed at greater durability have been 
made in the optional Turboglide transmission. Former cone- 
type forward and reverse clutches have been replaced by multi- 
disc, eight for forward and six reverse, and a stronger five-spoke 
turbine hub and shaft give the drive a higher “abuse capacity.” 
Thrust bearing changes made in mid-1958 on the Powerglide 
transmission have been retained. All three-speed standard and 
three-speed overdrive transmissions are continued without 
change except for the three-speed unit for the 348 engine. This 
now features a wider first and reverse gear for quieter operation 
and more durability. One of the finest close-ratio, all-synchro- 
mesh, four-speed gearboxes ever built is again available for the 
Corvette and all V8 engines except on the two- and four-barrel 
283-inch. Posi-traction, a limited-slip differential, will be op- 
tional again on Chevrolets. Ideal for snow and other slick 
surfaces, Ford announced one for 1959 but none has been 
announced for the new Plymouths. 


DOOR HANDLE protected by armrest is safety feature. 
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IMPALA SPORT COUPE windshields and rear windows 
sweep well into roofline and increase visibility with 


DIMENSIONALLY, CHEVROLET (like Ford and Plymouth) is 
lower, longer, has roomier interiors, increased luggage space 
and more glass. Wider bodies and thinner roofs have improved 
head-, hip- and shoulder room. Legroom is about the same, but 
Chevrolet has finally done something for the driver by lowering 
the front seat and the steering wheel. Visibility is good over the 
hood and wheel rim. With the new compound windshields 
curving farther back into the top, the driver can see signals al- 
most overhead. An increase in rear window visibility of 74 per 
cent is also a driving aid but carrying the glass into the roof 
allows a lot of hot sun to pour onto the neck and shoulders of 
rear seat passengers. Ford and Plymouth have also overlooked 
this passenger discomfort with their rear windows creeping 
farther overhead. Heavy graduated tinting available as a special 
feature on the sport coupe would keep passengers cooler under 
certain sun angles. It is a must for air-conditioned cars. 

Instruments that look like instruments are grouped in an 
easy-to-read cluster in front of the driver. The ashtray and radio 
are center-positioned for easy access by both driver and passenger. 
Thicker sound deadening material has reduced engine and tire 
noises. Wind noise, the howls and whistles that increase in 
volume with the speed, has been drastically reduced by setting 
the windows closer to the outside of the body. Opening the 
windwings and windows while riding the high-speed course at 
the proving grounds provided good ventilation without a gale 
force blowing hair and hats or setting up a howl one had to 
shout over to be heard. 

Other impressive features of Chevrolet's interior are the fine 
detailing and finish. Apparently the engineers have decided that 
elimination of ragged edges and sharp bits of metal trim could 
be accomplished by design rather than hand fitting on the 
assembly line. Very little metal is used this year on door panels 


GAS FILLER CAP jis conveniently located in center and con- 
cealed behind hinged license plate bracket and light. 


DUAL HEADLIGHTS are seven inches lower than last year 
and smaller parking lights fit into upper air intake. 





more glass area and thinner pillars than 1958 models in 
background. Tinted glass option is a must for hot sun. 


and the fabric has been carried clear over the interior window 
sills, for a smooth pleasing effect. More use is also made of 
combination plastic and fabric upholstering, comprising dura- 
bility, coolness, and color selections to suit most every taste. The 
interior appointments and finish were the finest we have seen, 
among the “Big Three,” especially in the so-called standard 
models. 


INTERIOR CHANGES HAVE BEEN CARRIED into the wagons to 
make them more comfortable to ride in and to use. Seat folding 
features that allow them to be stowed into the flat floor quickly 
provide additional carrying space without the annoyance of re- 
moving seats or cushions. 

Cargo capacity in the new station wagons has been increased 
to 92 cubic feet, measured to the rear of the front seat with tail- 
gate closed, and luggage compartments in the sedans have a five- 
cubic-foot greater capacity with up to nine-cubic-foot increase 
in the sport models. Rear deck interiors seem better finished 
this year with fewer obstructing bumps that make loading diffi- 
cult. 

Under the hood it’s a different story. The six-cylinder engine 
has room to spare but the V8s, especially with air compressor 
and power options, do a good job of filling most of the avail- 
able space. Good location of the spark plugs makes them easy to 
service, but the distributor is still located well back on the en- 
gine, practically against the firewall. 

Corvette was the subject of minor changes with removal of 
simulated hood louvres, new “bucket effect” seats and a few 
dash changes such as concave instrument lenses and a stowage 
bin behind the passenger assist bar. Standard on Corvette this 
year will be new radius arms to take axle wind-up loads off the 
springs, and a new option, sintered metallic brake linings. This 
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CORVETTE 2-PASSENGER SPORT CONVERTIBLE 
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NEW CHASSIS COMPONENTS: (A) Anti-twist arm, (B) extra cross- 
member, (C) anti-sway bar, (D) flanged drum, (E) resonator. 
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SMOKE BOMB shows path of air around back- 
ing plates and across drums for better cooling. 
































EL CAMINO PICKUP COUPE 





NOMAD 4-DOOR STATION WAGON 


is the type of material GM has been testing for several years on 
police cars and emergency vehicles. The four-speed gearbox 
installation in the Corvette features a reverse gear selector that 
makes it impossible to accidentally slide into revérse during 
rapid shifting. 


WITH AN ALL-NEW DESIGN, loaded with improvements, one 
would think that the Chevrolet line for 1959 was most complete, 
but they have added icing to an already rich cake. A new vehicle, 
the El Camino, will be announced with the new models. De- 
scribed as a sedan pickup, it looks like Chevrolet’s answer to 


the Ford Ranchero. Combining a roomy passenger car cab with 
a 33%-cubic-foot pickup-type box, the El Camino offers a smart 
utility truck with either Six or V8 engines and manual trans- 
missions. None of the new passenger car styling has lost its 
identity in this new vehicle. 

Air cleaners, thanks to the almost universal adoption of the 
highly efficient paper filter, are thinner and smaller, and some 
carburetor tuning is possible without removing them. 

Chevrolet seems to have preserved their performance, created 
a new distinctive style, and maintained luxury throughout all 
their cars for the coming year. Public acceptance will tell the 
final story, which looks like one with a happy ending. 
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ORD FOR 1959 bears a striking resemblance to the 58 models, 
despite the claims of “all-new sheet metal.” Wider bodies, 
thinner roofline, and more engine and luggage space have made 
new sheet metal necessary, but like Plymouth, only trim and tail 
light changes make the exterior body style different from last 
year. As its competitors, Ford is lower, wider, and heavier, and 
will probably cost more, although no suggested retail prices had 
been released as of presstime. Chevrolet and Plymouth are at- 
tempting to lower operating costs with more efficient engines 
and better reliability. Ford has taken a new tack by further de- 
tuning engines to operate on regular gas and attempting to hit 
a happy performance medium by juggling axle ratios. One new 
development is a low-cost optional automatic transmission. 
One thing Ford stylists wanted to be sure of perpetuating 
were the tail lights. Large as they were in 1958, stylists went 
back to 1957 for next year’s lights. They seem even bigger, set 
in bowl-shaped housings that look like fluted jello molds. Tail, 
stop and turn lights all in one unit probably solve a lot of 
lighting problems for the engineer, but following behind them 
at night can be very confusing—and often blinding. 


FORD DEPENDS A GREAT DEAL on frame support for body 
strength, and with wider bodies, wider frames are necessary. 
Compared to the slender X-type Chevy frame, the Ford looks 
like a bass fiddle. Box section rails have been bowed out almost 
to the outer tire width and are naturally much heavier. A 
modified hat section rear crossmember absorbs twist loads and 
supports rear suspension stresses. Semi-elliptical rear springs, 
with the axle mounted forward of their center, do the entire 
job of suspension, alignment, and axle torque twist control, the 
latter being a difficult job without some sort of trailing arm. 

Chevrglet with their rear coil springs have been forced into 
isolating springing from torque and alignment duties, but Ford 
is still depending on the springs for all these assignments and 
it shows up in excessive lean in the corners. The air bag load 
leveling option, which, unfortunately, has been withdrawn for 
1959, probably does as good a job of preventing axle wind-up 
as it does leveling the car, due to the way it is mounted. One 
feature that impressed us was the aircraft-type nylon air lines 
in the air bag system. This is about the toughest stuff there is 
for holding pressures and providing long life. We may some 
day see them replacing our hydraulic lines. 
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... offers body modifications, an econ- 
omy engine that runs on regular gas, 
a less complicated two-speed automatic 
transmission, and a heavier frame. 


A MAJOR CHANGE IN FRONT SUSPENSION is aimed at reducing 
wheel alignment costs. Slotted holes and serrated washers elimi- 
nate cams and shims for adjustment and cut labor time both in 
assembly and for future alignment checks. Chevy is sticking 
with their slotted and shim method but Plymouth has a new 
cam adjuster for front ends for 1959. 

In keeping with Chevrolet's optional Posi-traction limited- 
slip differential, Ford has announced one of their own design 
as a 59 option. Unlike other competitive units, Ford’s is inter- 
changeable with production center sections and provides locking 
action at all times until slipping action is required, instead of 
locking only when one wheel is slipping excessively. 

It is a shame that Ford has not solved their excessive body 
lean on sharp cornering because they have a steering system that 
is a real handler. The recirculating ball system with or without 
power assist, minimizes lost linkage motion without destroying 
the positive feel. There is a noticeable, but not objectionable, 
transmission of road shock in the standard unit. The power 
option eliminates this and still preserves the feeling that the 
steering wheel is connected to the front wheels. Chevrolet ap- 
proaches this but Plymouth is so light one wonders if the wheel 
is connected to anything. 


FORD HAS AN “ALL NEW" FEATURE for 1959 (if you don’t 
look back too many years )—shades of the Model T, it’s a two- 
speed transmission. Striving for economy in manufacture and 
consumer cost, the new transmission is a two-band, servo-op- 
erated automatic in an aluminum case, containing 105 fewer 
parts, and is 22.8 per cent lighter than a regular Fordomatic. The 
planetary gear train is composed of two bands, one for low and 
one for reverse. A multi-disc clutch is for high, which is direct 
drive. Under a feather-light throttle foot the low-to-high shift 
occurs at about 18 mph. Under full acceleration our test car was 
indicating 58 mph before it went into high. Acceleration is 
very good and standing starts (on a 17 per cent grade) were 
made without hesitation. Slightly lower rear axle ratios are 
necessary with the six-cylinder and the 292-cubic-inch V8 for 
best performance with the two-speed automatic, but engine revo- 
lutions in low did not seem excessively high nor did the car 
labor on steep grades from a standing start. A selector lever 
allows low-speed operation only and may be used to shift down 
for engine braking. This unit is a real step toward economy by 
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FAIRLANE 4-DOOR SEDAN 


FAIRLANE 500 CONVERTIBLE 


FAIRLANE 500 2-DOOR HARDTOP 























FORD for "59 continued 


simplification that can be passed on to the consumer in lower 
initial and maintenance costs. 

Ford engineers, like Plymouth, have been playing around 
with valving on their regular automatic transmissions in an 
attempt to produce a more lively shift. The Ford Cruise-O-Matic 
dual range has been adjusted to take better advantage of low- 
speed torque, and coupled with slightly higher rear-end ratios 
it performs well with the lower compression 1959 engines. One 
big advantage of dual range is the ability to use second gear 
for pulling out of mud, loose gravel or snow, without spinning 
the wheels, and it provides engine braking for downgrades. 


THREE DIFFERENT BRAKE SHOE AREAS appear for the 1959 
Fords. The 180.2 square inches, as last year, will be on the 
regular cars, with station wagons and the retractable hardtop 
going to 191.4 square inches, and the Thunderbird carrying a 
big 225.5 square inches. Increasing braking area according to 
weight is an effective way to solve braking problems, but the 
highest braking in this case is not on the heaviest vehicle. 
Almost a hundred pounds lighter and certainly without the space 
to carry the overload of the station wagon, the Thunderbird has 
the heaviest brakes. While the braking was adequate in the test 
cars, we would like to see the added safety of increased braking 
area on all models, especially the wagons. 

A braking test that Ford, Chevy and Plymouth survived very 
well was one MOTOR TREND made up. Called the “freeway 
stop,” the wheel is cut sharply at speeds between 45 and 55 
and the brakes applied hard. A smooth quick stop without the 
sickening slide into another traffic lane surprised us as well as 
the proving ground engineers. 
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UNDER THE HOOD—and believe us, those big V8s with all the 
power accessories really fill up the space—Ford is offering four 
powerplants, including a Six. Despite the crowded conditions, 
the spark plugs are easy to change and the forward-mounted 
distributor delights mechanics. Lower hood lines have made 
air cleaners thinner and hastened the adoption of the highly 
efficient and re-usable paper filter. Ford continues a practice 
Chevrolet and Plymouth would do well to follow: a direct and 
positive cool air duct to the carburetor. Underhood temperatures 
are much the same as radiator temperatures and even higher 
on hot days. Cooler dense air provides much better mixtures 
for engines and an appreciable increase in power and gas 
mileage. 

Speaking of mileage, Ford is attempting to achieve economy 
by setting up their engines to use regular gasoline, which in 
some states is five cents per gallon cheaper than premium fuels. 
Close to a dollar a tank in savings is just like more miles per 
gallon and Ford is going to try it without losing too much in 
performance. We tooled an engineering car around the Dear- 
born course and tried some quarter-mile acceleration tests after 
we found that the 352 engine, driving through a dual-range 
Cruise-O-Matic, was pulling a 2.91 to 1 rear axle ratio. This 
was slightly lower than the regular 2.69 to 1 and on regular 
gas turned the quarter-mile at 80 miles per hour in 17.5 sec- 
onds. This engine was driving no power accessories, but the 
speed and elapsed time are pretty respectable for a so-called 
de-tuned engine. 


IT 1S ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE to talk about wider bodies without 
mentioning frames again. Ford frames now extend out to nearly 
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RECIRCULATING BALL steering mechanism provides 
a lively play-free maneuverability with either 
mechanical or power option, but it is lost with 
excessive body lean even on mild cornering. A 
lower steering wheel position improves forward 
visibility, still allows plenty of legroom for easy 
exit. The instrument cluster and shift lever indi- 
cator are softly illuminated for non-glare night 
driving and the dash cowling is well padded. 


maximum body width. Passengers enjoy more room because 
they now sit between the frame rails. This allows deeper floor- 
boards, more legroom, and lower center of gravity. The pas- 
sengers are virtually surrounded by the box section frame and 
Ford is recalling some of their previous safety program by 
referring to it as a “guard rail.” 

Inside these wider bodies, Ford joins with Chevrolet and 
Plymouth in using more fabrics in combination with plastics 
in upholstering, producing a greater variety of colors and cooler 
seat coverings. Production and quality control will be very 
important to Ford interiors as metal trim strips used on door 
panels could well lead to ragged edges and sharp corners. 


DRIVING COMFORT IS GOOD and increased glass area improves 
all-around visibility. Rear windows, creeping into rooflines, 
expose the rear passengers to some pretty uncomfortable sun- 
shine, but Chevrolet and Plymouth are furnishing about equal 
amounts of excess vitamin A to the shoulders and necks of their 
passengers. Ford has finally come to the foot-operated parking 
brake Lower seats and chassis require a little more room when 
entering or leaving the front seats and the elimination of the 
brake handle will save a lot of bruised knees. 

Soundproofing materials are thicker and are used on more 
surfaces than ever before, reducing engine and road noises to 
a mere whisper. However, the wind noise at speed is a howling 
banshee. Touring the outer speed course at the proving grounds 
in a Fairlane 500 at speeds from 60 to 85 miles per hour pro- 
duced wind noises with the windows open, and sizzling whistles 
with them closed, making normal conversation impossible. 
Chevrolet and Plymouth body designs bring the side glass sur- 


















faces closer to the outer body surface, while Ford’s recessed 
panes trap air into noisy turbulence. 

Increased demand for air conditioning has the Big Three 
prepared very well for this option. Ford, in particular, has de- 
signed their heating and ventilating system so that much of the 
ducting can be retained with an air conditioning installation. 
Dealers can make that change and this package varies slightly 
from the factory-ordered unit. 


INSTRUMENTATION is still more ornamental than functional, 
with lights for oil and generator and a sweeping speedometer 
dial with smaller versions of it indicating fuel and temperatures. 
Ashtray and radio are centered, and the glove compartment is 
generous. Cowl covering in all models is a low-reflection plastic 
over non-resilient padding, a nice safety feature followed by 
Chevrolet and the deluxe model Plymouths. Seating is good, 
driver visibility with lowered seats and wheel is excellent, and 
the mechanical seat adjustment works well with driver only 
but needs a little assist when carrying front seat passengers. 
Driveshaft tunnels, like all lower 1959 models, are more notice- 
able, but increased legroom makes them less objectionable. 
Engine, power, and accessory items are still on the option 
list for 1959. You will be able to carry more passengers and 
more luggage in the new cars, so give yourself and the engineers 
a break when selecting options. To expect a car to ride as well 
with one passenger as with six, or to tow a trailer and fill up 
the luggage space with heavy gear, without taking advantage 
of load leveling or bigger engines, is just asking too much of 
engineering. Decide what you need and order it. Ford can 
supply it. 
MOTOR TREND/NOVEMBER 1958 31 








sa ak 





s  c% 
ee rs 


ie 


COUNTRY SEDAN 4-DOOR STATION WAGON 


THUNDERBIRD CONVERTIBLE 


THUNDERBIRD HARDTOP 








Who'll Be Top Dog in '59? 


How they compare in the tape measure department 


BODY STYLES 


ENGINES 
6-cyl. 
v8 


TRANSMISSIONS 


Manual 


Automatic 


AXLE RATIOS 
Manual 


Automatic 
WHEELS 
BRAKES 


SUSPENSION 
Front 


Rear 


STEERING 
Mechanical 


Power 


INTERIORS 
Headroom 
Legroom 


Hiproom 
WEIGHT 
WHEELBASE 


TREAD 


HEIGHT 
CLEARANCE 
WIDTH 
LENGTH 


POWER OPTIONS 


CHEVROLET 


Biscayne: 2-D sed., 4-D sed. 

Bel Air: 2-D sed., 4-D sed. 

Impala: 2-D sed., hdtp., conv.; 
4-D sed., hdtp. 

Brookwood: 2-D 6-pass. sta. wag. 
4-D 6-pass. sta. wag. 

Parkwood: 4-D 6-pass. sta. wag. 

Kingswood: 4-D 9-pass. sta. wag. 

Nomad: 4-D 6-pass. sta. wag. 

Corvette: 2-pass. spt. cpe. 


Cu. In. C.R. Carb. 
1-bbl. 
2-bbI 


3-speed, with o.d. (opt.) 
4-speed (opt.) 


Powerglide 2-speed 
Turboglide 2-speed (opt.) 


3.55, 3.36, 4.11 (0.d.) 
3.36, 3.08 


14-inch 


199.5 sq. in. 


Coil springs, air bag (opt.) 
Coil springs, air bag (opt.) 


Recirculating ball 


Recirculating ball 


Front Rear 
36 34-37 
45 38-43 
66 66 


3545-3969 Ibs. 
119 


60.3 (F) 
59.3 (R) 


58.1-58.4 
§ 

79.9 
210.9 


Brakes, steering, seats, windows 


NA—Not announced (at presstime) 


FORD 


Custom 300: 2-D sed., 4D sed. 

Fairlane: 2-D sed., hdtp. 

Fairlane 500: 2-D sed., conv., 
hdtp.; 4-D sed. 

Country Sedan: 4-D sta. wag. 

Skyliner: 2-D conv. 

Thunderbird: 2-D conv., hdtp. 


3-speed, with o.d. (opt.) 


Fordomatic 2-speed 
Cruise-O0-Matic 3-speed (opt.) 


3.56, 3.70 (0.d.), 3.89 (sta. wag.) 
3.56, 2.10, 2.91 


14-inch 


180 2 sq. in., 191.4 (sta. wag.) 


Coil springs 


Leaf springs 


Recirculating ball 


Recirculating ball 


Front Rear 
38-40 37-39 
45 37-42 
62 63-64 


3626 4241 Ibs. 
118 


59 (F) 
56.4 (R) 


56-58 
6-6.6 
76.6 
208 


Brakes, steering, seats, windows 


PLYMOUTH 


Savoy: 2-D sed., cpe.; 4-D sed. 

Belvedere: 2-D sed., hdtp.; 4-D 
sed., hdtp., conv. 

Fury: 2-D hdtp.; 4-D sed., hdtp. 

Sport Fury: 2-D conv. 

Suburban: 2-D 6-pass. sta. wag., 
4-D 6-pass. sta. wag., 4-D 9 
pass. sta. wag. 


Cu. In. CLR. 
230 8.0 


9.0 
318 9.0 
361 10.1 


3-speed 


PowerFlite (opt.), TorqueFlite 
(opt.), PowerFlite with o.d. (opt.), 
TorqueFlite with o.d. (opt.) 


3.31, 3.54, 3.73 
3.31, 4.10, 2.93, 3.91, 3.73 


14-inch 


207 sq. in., 230 (sta. wag.) 


Torsion bar 


Leaf, air bag ‘opt.) 


Worm and roller 


Rack and sector 


Front Rear 
33.7-35.7 33.7-34.7 
45.5 36.5-42.5 

63 56-62.7 

NA 

122 

60.9 (6 cyl.), 61.4 (V8) (F) 
59.8 (6-cyl.), 60.2 (V8) (R) 
56. 1-58.6 

5.35-5.54 

80 

217.4 


Brakes, steering, seats, windows 
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My Greatest Thrill | No. 6 
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Was it a thrill? “Yes. It is the greatest sportscar race 
in the world ... the most famous... the most widely 


publicized ... the one every driver dreams of winning.” 


by Phil Hill 


as told to Gordon Wilkins fi 


E MANS, 1958 WAS OVER. The evening sun was struggling through a watery sky and the crowd 
was making its way home to dry sodden clothes, leaving behind swamps of brown mud in en- 
closures and car parks, littered with crumpled newspapers and the debris of numberless picnics. We 
were in the Marchal bar on the top story of the pits—Gendebien the Belgian champion, America’s 
Phil Hill, Jean-Pierre Marchal and the Commandant of the Gendarmerie—taking a quiet drink and 
running back over the highlights of the past 24 hours. The two drivers were also drinking the 
health of the Commandant and his men, for only half an hour before the disciplined blue cordon 
had saved them from being trampled or squashed to pulp by an enthusiastic Gallic crowd. Waves 
of them flowed over fences, retaining walls and earth banks, shouting their acclamation for Gende- 
bien and “Pheeleel.” There had been nothing like it in American sporting annals since Jimmy Mur- 
phy sent the stones flying from the wheels of his Duesenberg to win the French Grand Prix on this 
same Le Mans circuit in 1921. 

To look at them, you would never think that these two drivers had just covered nearly 2550 miles 
in 24 hours at an average speed of over 106 mph, yet they had had very little sleep. One of the 
problems posed by rising speeds is the reduced opportunity for resting when off duty. In their efforts 
to prevént undue driver fatigue the organizers fix the maximum number of consecutive laps that 
can be done by each driver, but they seem to have overlooked the fact that with rising speeds these 
laps are being covered in such a short time that the off-duty driver can no longer settle down for a 
proper sleep. Hill and Gendebien were changing over roughly every 2! hours, so by the time the 
driver going off duty had unwound a little, caught up with the general picture of the race, and 
had a wash and a meal, he couldn't hope to get more than a short nap. Neither Hill nor Gendebien 
had had more than a couple hours’ sleep, but both spoke highly of the soothing atmosphere of the 
quiet and well-equipped hostel run for drivers by Shell; a very different thing from the bell tents 
where drivers vainly sought sleep to the roar of exhausts and the babble of loudspeakers not so 








long ago. 
They were elated but not particularly surprised at their victory, for they had obviously planned 


for it well beforehand. “What worried us was getting into the lead long before we expected,” said 
Phil. The lead position is a lonely place and it’s hard to keep your mind off all the things that 
might go wrong when you have to hold on to it for the best part of 20 hours. 

Both of them had wide experience in top-flight sportscar events and this was Phil’s fifth Le Mans. 
He drove on the old circuit in 1953 and again in 1955, the disaster year. Then he raced on the 
modified circuit in 1956 and 1957. Last year he covered only one lap and this year, when Gendebien 
handed over the car for the first time he thought for a few dreadful minutes that history was going 
to repeat itself. The car felt uneasy at the rear end and as he wallowed around the slow corner at 





continued on page 46 


Speeding through squalls of hail and rain, Hamilton’s 
Jaguar spun, flipped, threw Hamilton out, and hurtled 
across the road directly in front of Hill’s Ferrari. 


Illustrated by Carlo Demand 
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MT’s Custom Car Editor 
tours the nation, 
surveying the latest 


trends in customs 





FROM IOWA comes this '54 Ford with unusual tail light treatment using '54 Packard lights 
with handmade vents beneath. Chrysler bumper has quad exhausts cut into the face bar. 





FROM FLORIDA, this '53 Olds has rear quarter panels from '54 Merc blended into body 
and extended 20 inches to conform with Continental tire mount. One-piece top is padded. 
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OR A FIRST-HAND LOOK at whether the twain shall ever meet, 

George Barris decided on an East vs. West study of current 
custom trends across the country. To show eastern customizers 
some of his own western-bred handiwork, George made the 
tour with three of his prize projects: the Aztec Chevrolet, Kop- 
per Kart, and Jayne Mansfield’s Continental Mark II. While 
winning Sweepstakes and Best Car awards, George also photo- 
graphed entries in many custom shows including the Autorama 
(Sacramento, Calif.), Motor Show (Portland, Ore.), Rod and 
Custom Show (Fort Wayne, Ind.), United Custom Car Show 
(Columbus, Ohio), Little Motorama (custom club show in New 
York), and the Autorama (Huntington, W. Va.). 

An analysis of the cars seen during his seven-week, 10,000-mile 
trip pointed up that while customizers everywhere seem to em- 
ploy the same technical procedures, esthetic tastes vary. There 
are regional preferences for certain treatments which do not 
seem to spread—such as bubble skirts in the East and Midwest. 
Other techniques, such as painting and scalloping, are popular 
nationwide—although there are as many approaches as there 
are artists. 

On the following pages are photographs of representative 
custom stylings from all parts of the country. While readers may 
have individual preferences, it must be agreed that design indi- 
viduality is not the sole possession of any one section of the 
country—customizing is truly a national sport. /mt 








by George Barris Custom Car Editor 





OHIO—Outside exhaust pipes on this ‘50 Ford match fender CALIFORNIA — Vertical quad headlights, mesh 
shields. Kaiser bumper cross-bar fits around license plate. background, Buick bullet modernize ’56 Chevy. 
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INDIANA—Its top chopped four inches, this '53 Stude- Stock headlights and tail lights are frenched with 
baker coupe has also been lowered more than five inches. shaded top section. Rear window is made of plexiglas. 
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INDIANA — Fenders flare out from 
"56 Ford exhaust-tip tail lights 
on ‘50 Buick tapering sedanette. 
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WEST VIRGINIA — Universal Fox skirts on ‘57 Pontiac CALIFORNIA—Popular on West Coast, "57 Merc skirts on 
form functional airscoop, accentuated by stars, paint. this '56 have been fitted to match bottom of body line. 


OHIO—A favorite Eastern treatment, bubble skirts with MICHIGAN-— Skirts on this '51 Ford have been hand-fitted 
curved bottom on '58 Cadillac add to long, low look. into the fender opening and flushed with bottom line. 
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WEST VIRGINIA—Example of mild modification. is small fin 
added to '57 Chevy over '56 Chrysler frenched tail lights. 


CALIFORNIA—Fins extend to roll in body siding on ‘55 MICHIGAN—Full cut-out quarter panel on '51 Ford forms 
Chevy. Back-up light lens is three-inch-thick plastic. dramatic fin. Chrome-plated insert tops ‘56 Ford light. 


— me 





CALIFORNIA—'57 Ford lights are frenched into four-inch 
tunnel, decorated with knobs; back-up light is in fin. 
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MICHIGAN — Three-inch-deep frenched headlights and OHIO—With hood emblems removed, '58 Impala gains 
functional V-tunnel hood scoops individualize '55 Olds. front-end distinction via metallic paint scallops, striping. 
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MICHIGAN—Lovuvered deck offers unusual treatment on PENNSYLVANIA—Customized classic, this '41 Continental 
‘Detroit ‘54 Ford; '56 Olds tail lights are frenched in. has Pontiac tail lights, exhaust tips, Kaiser bumper. 
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OKLAHOMA-—Blended bullets highlight split bumper on 
'52 Olds. Perforated mesh has been fitted to grille opening. 


OHlO—Corvette tail lights and Jaguar wire wheels fitted to the 
original drums provide sportscar touch on this ‘51 Mercury. 


Po 
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TEXAS—'52 Ford grille is made from 
Y%,-inch by 2-inch strap metal, with shell 
frenched into fenders and splash pan. 


OH!IO—Canted lights blend into flares on side 
panels of '49 Ford; bumpers are '55 Pontiac. 











BRISTOL ENGINE sits well back. Points to service 
are easy to get at. Air cleaner covers three carbs. 


REMOVAL of trunk floor (right, above) reveals tray 
of tools inset in spare tire. Interior setup includes 
easy-to-read instruments, adjustable wheel, handy shift. 
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Photos by Bob D’Olivo 
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heard this Italian expression many 
times and have seen it in print, but does it 
mean anything to you? What about Grand 
Touring? Does that begin to take on any 
significance? If it doesn’t, leafing through 
Webster won't be too enlightening. 

You might find “grand tour, 1. a tour 
of continental Europe formerly taken by 
young men of the British aristocracy to com- 
plete their education; hence, 2. any tour like 
this.” Doesn’t help much, does it? If you 
try combining the two words, you come up 
with something like “‘gteat, chief, most im- 
portant, main” for grand, and “a long trip” 
for tour. Then where does a Grand Touring 
car come from? I suppose if we were to 
make a literal translation we could assume 
it to mean the best car to take on a trip. 

Since lots of cars get this moniker, what 
qualifies them for it? Are they huge hulks 
of machinery that carry six passengers and 
all their luggage on a weekend trip? Are 
they the kind you would use on a turnpike 
where you set the controls, and then play 
catds with your passengers? Hardly, and yet 
you’d find lots of people saying that this 
kind of car would be “the best car to take 
on a trip.” 


W's: A GRAN TURISMO CAR? You've 


A GRAND TOURING CAR should be basically 
a car to enjoy on the open road, yet one 
that’s docile for city driving, that protects 
you from the weather, and is universal 
enough to include grocery shopping on its 
list of weekly chores. It’s a car for pleasure- 
able driving—driving that’s a little work, 
with a ride that, as most enjoyable things, 
tires you just a bit. 

It should have acceleration at least equal 
to the best passenger car and better than 
some sportscars, with enough gears to always 
keep you in the right torque range for best 
power. The gearshift should be easy enough 
to shift so that you'll never be so lazy as 
to let the engine lug. 

It should be able to cruise comfortably 
for hour after hour at high speeds, without 
any strain and give relatively good fuel 
economy at the same time. 

It should have handling qualities to get 
you around the worst possible corners and 
through the tightest situations without losing 
control of the car. To do this it should have 
a responsive steering system and suspension 
to match. 

It should have positive brakes that stop 
you each and every time you call on them, 
with no nosedive, no locking up, no swerve, 
and no fade. 

It should be a bit more comfortable than 
most sportscars and because of added com- 
fort features such as more heavily padded 
bucket seats, is usually heavier. 

You'll be lucky if it carries more than 
two persons, one besides yourself. On the 


other hand, to really enjoy motoring, that’s 
probably all you'd want to carry at one time 
anyway. 

In short, a Grand Touring car should have 
the qualities of an A.C. Aceca-Bristol. 


HISTORICALLY, A.C. Cars Ltd. has a long and 
interesting history of building cars that have 
been noted for unusual design and/or good 
roadholding characteristics. Its present naige 
was derived from the original name of 
Autocarriers—a term coined by one of the 
original founders for a commercial tricycle 
with aircooled engine and chain drive that 
they built in 1904. Through several re- 
organizations the present company emerged 
in 1930. 

Today’s car, based on a 1952 prototype, 
uses a tubular chassis, has transverse leaf 
springs in combination with wishbones front 
and rear to provide it with four-wheel inde- 
pendent suspension. The aluminum bodies 
are handbuilt, hammered out on wooden 
dies. Only three are produced each week (as 
opposed to eight to ten A.C. roadsters), 
and half of these are exported to the U.S. 

Three different engines are offered: the 
normal 90-bhp A.C. six, the 105-bhp Bristol 
100-B and the 125-bhp Bristol 100-D2. The 
Bristol 100-B (in our test car) has a maxi- 
mum rev limit of 5000, couples to a 3.64 
rear axle, and can be fitted with overdrive. 
The 100-D2 has a higher compression ratio 
(9 or 9.5 instead of 8.5), giving it a rev 
limit of 6000 with the same axle (no over- 
drive). Both Bristols are ohv two-liter sixes. 


THIS COMBINATION easily qualifies the A.C. 
as a Grand Touring car. It’s highly enjoyable 
on the open road, cruising at high speeds 
effortlessly. We took it at speeds up to 90 
over deserted desert roads sprinkled with 
bad dips, with no bottoming, no floating, no 
swerving. The rack-and-pinion steering is 
more at home at fast speeds, taking some 
effort in town to turn the wheel through its 
two turns lock-to-lock. Without the inde- 
pendent rear suspension, we could have 
gotten into serious trouble on an unmarked 
right-angle turn (with sand on it to boot). 
Remembering that the right rear wheel lifts 
as you begin to lose traction, we punched 
the throttle, bringing the wheel back down 
and so we're here to tell about it. 

Though the A.C. Aceca-Bristol is not as 
fast as our fastest American bombs with 
engines almost four times as big, its accelera- 
tion would keep it ahdad of comparable 
sportscars such as the Porsche Speedster and 
Austin-Healey Mille Miglia. The top three 
gears are synchronized, but take some getting 
used to before you can make smooth shifts. 

The standard hydraulic, two-leading shoe 
brakes are positive and fade-free; if you want 
to enter competition, disc brakes are available 
for the front. 





A. C. ACECA- 
BRISTOL 





The A.C. Aceca-Bristol certainly deserves 
a place among my hypothetical stable of 
most-wanted cars—even at the price of $6599 
p.o.e. West Coast. Where’s the money tied 
up? At least $900 in the handmade body. 
Another $900 in the Bristol engine. The rest 


in the combination of leather upholstery 
equal to a Rolls-Royce, the fine finish, the 
very good performance, and the fact that 
you'll rarely see an A.C. grille other than 


your own. 





































TIRE DUST kicks up from both tires as 
another acceleration run is made. 
Best 14-mi. time was 17.1 & 80 mph. 


PERFORMANCE 


ACCELERATION 
From Standing Start 
0-45 mph 6.2 0-60 mph 9.8 
Quarter-mile 17.1 secs. and 80 mph 
Passing Speeds 
30-50 mph 4.6 45-60 3.8 50-80 11.5 


Speed in Gears 
1) 40 2)65 3) 82 4)) 106 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
Highway Driving, 24.4 mpg 
Stop-and-Go Driving, 22.6 mpg 
Fuel Used: Mobilgas Special 
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Saving money is also a matter of proper maintenance-- 
oil, lubrication, brakes, tires--and above all...good driving 
habits. Here's how you can cut costs in operating your car. 


By William Carroll 


OME FOLKS HAVE MORE PROBLEMS than people. Take our telephone 
man: he’s over to install a kitchen extension so I can answer 
phone calls while snitching beer from the icebox. 

“Mr. Carroll,” he asks, “what's the lowdown on this economy 
guff? There's no one I know getting mileage like Mobilgas Economy 
Run drivers, and you fellows testing cars always seem to report more 
miles per gallon than any of us get.” While he is unhooking a test 
set from his belt I put together a reply that might clue him into the 
economy picture. 

“Gasoline economy can be many things,” I say, “such as easier 
driving, less traffic tension, lower service costs and, best of all, more 
value in your car at trading time.” 

Turning around, the phone man (by this time | found out his 
name was George), says, “Sure, that may be true, but does it make 
any sense for a guy like me to worry about saving a couple gallons 


of gas?” 


1 PULLED PAPER OUT OF THE DESK and while he stretched his neck, 
I jotted down a few figures. “Look, you could earn $38 every 10,000 
miles if you gained two extra miles from every gallon of gas you 
burn.” 

He gulped, got up, came around the desk, and hung over my 
shoulder while I showed him the totals. “This figures by multiplying 
the average price of gas, at 32c a gallon, by the difference in the 
amount of gas used. Savings are 119 gallons, if you improve from 
14 to 16 miles per gallon.” 

“Yeah,” he says, “I can see that...” 

“Then how would you like to save one gallon of gas out of 
every four?” | asked. 

“How?” he says, with a quizzical expression. 

“By remembering to cut your speed on long stretches—say from 
a steady 75 to a steady 50. And, the next time you get behind the 
wheel—relax.” 

“You're joking,” he says. “How can anyone relax and drive a car?” 

“Figure it out for yourself. Most of us jump in the car, flip a key 
and take off like a scalded cat. Odds are 100 to one you'll be wasting 
gasoline and pushing yourself just as hard all day. 


“SO NEXT TIME, TRY RELAXING. Stretch a little, get comfortable, 
check the rear view mirror, and be sure the transmission is in 
neutral. Put your foot on the brake and start the engine. It won't 
take more than 10 seconds to run smoothly, then you can drop in 
gear and roll off at moderate speed. Don’t bother to sit for three 
minutes of idling to warm an engine because you think that saves 
gas. It doesn’t. Engines use almost the same amount of gas idling 
to warm as they do being driven at moderate speeds.” 

“Yeah, that makes sense. I'll try it next time.” 

“When you have made a relaxed start, here’s something else to 
try. You drive a lot, and know that each stop wastes gasoline. So 
it's obvious the less stopping the more economical your driving 
will be. One way to beat the traffic problem is to beat the lights.” 

He looks at me kind of funny on this one. “You don’t mean 
running through on the yellow, do you?” 

“Nope,” I replied, “by watching ahead to judge signal timing. 
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Every light you hit on green helps to keep the green in your wallet. 
Nor is anything saved by ‘dragstrip’ starts. You should know that 
the hottest driver can trim only 10 per cent off the time to drive 
across town while using 35 per cent more fuel.” 


“| SUPPOSE YOU’RE RIGHT,” he says, then continues, “You know, 
my dad had a stunt he thought made the engine start easier. After 
a trip, he’d race the engine for a moment, switch off the key, then 
hold the throttle wide open as the engine slowed down.” 

“That's a fine old-fashioned idea,” was my comment. “It worked 
well in the old days but doesn’t apply to modern cars. All it does is 
dilute the oil and cause rapid engine wear. If you’re interested, here’s 
a more modern way to save money when you stop: Use engine com- 
pression to slow the car before braking lightly. You'll save wear on 
the tires. You may not know it, but the real sign of a professional 
driver is in the way he stops—not the way he starts .. .” 

“Here,” he interrupts, “show me where you want the phone.” 

We head for the kitchen and while I show him where, George 
asks, “Tell me, Bill, is there an easy way to check mileage? I’m 
never sure whether I’m doing it the right way, or just the hard way.” 

“Depends on how accurate you want to be. Petroleum engineers 
and car testers use all sorts of gadgets, but all you need is a pad of 
paper and a pencil. If you’re making a trip and want to figure the 
miles per gallon against your average speed, just make sure you have 
a watch. Now here’s what you do...” 


USING THE SAME PAPER we'd been marking with economy savings, 
I showed him how to set up columns marked SPEEDOMETER, 
TIME IN, TIME OUT, and GASOLINE. “Make a pencil mark inside 
the filler neck of the gas tank and have the attendant fill exactly 
to that mark. Now over here, under SPEEDOMETER, put down the 
mileage and under TIME OUT list the time in hours and 10ths you 
start the test.” 


SPEEDOMETER TIME IN TIME OUT GASOLINE 
23461.0 4.5 P.M. 4.6 P.M. 10.4 
23582.0 6.8 P.M. 7.2 P.M. 8.6 


Confusion bloomed on George's face like sunrise in the moun- 
tains. ‘““What’s this 10th-hour business?” 

“It makes total time easier to figure at the end of a day’s run. 
Don’t bother to divide or multiply hours and minutes. It’s too 
much trouble. Figure that six minutes is one-tenth hour and mark 
your time to the nearest 10th. For example: Eight minutes is still 
one-tenth hour because eight is closer to six than it is to 12. But 
10 minutes, being closer to 12 than six, is listed as 2/10ths. Over 
a full day your allowances average out. Show under TIME IN and 
TIME OUT the time from every stop. At the end of a day it’s easy 
to figure running time by adding together all the hours and 10ths 
you were on the road. Have the tank filled to the mark in the 
filler neck. Add this gas to all the day’s purchases, omitting the 
first filling when you started. Figure mileage by dividing running 
time, in hours and 10ths, into total miles to determine average 
speed. Finally, divide gallons of gas into total miles traveled for 
miles per gallon at your average speed.” 
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“That doesn’t sound hard, and it'll keep my mother-in-law busy 
in the back seat filling in data sheets.” He was connecting wires to 
the telephone when he came up with his next question. “What 
about the kind of gasoline you use? Is that important?” 

“I don’t believe any two gasolines are the same, nor are gasolines 
of the same brand identical in separate cities of different climatic 
conditions. All good gasolines are blended to operate best at the 
altitude and average seasonal temperature of the city in which they 
are sold.” c 

We take a few moments out to check the location of the phone 
extension. I argue that I want it higher, he wins, then asks, “What 
about engine oils? Are they all the same?” 

It took more than a moment to shift my train of thought from 
gasoline to oil, but here’s what I told him: “A good engine oil does 
a lot more than just fill the crankcase. Take 10-30 oils. They flow 
when cold to save wear on the battery during a slow start. As the 
engine warms the same oil forms to absorb over 3000-pounds-per- 
square-inch pressure on connecting rod bearings. Besides, there are 
additives in oils that clean knock-provoking deposits from the com- 
bustion chamber and make it possible to keep your engine tuned 
for maximum performance. In one sense, a good motor oil is the 
cheapest insurance you can buy to protect the life of your engine.” 

“Okay, so I assume I can’t go too far wrong if I get a top-grade 
oil. But what about some of these lube jockeys? I hear some of them 
aren't so hot.” 


“DON’T FOOL YOURSELF,” I answer. Newer cars are so complicated 
that good lube men have to know what they’re doing. They have 
special charts to make sure they check every fitting and use the 
proper lubricant for each. The next time you're having your car 
lubed, hang around and see how they do it. Besides, there’s something 
else you can do for your car at the same time.” 

“What's that?” he says, leaning against the kitchen sink. 

“The next time your car's on the rack, examine the brake lines 
to make sure none are leaking or rubbing against the frame. Check 
the muffler for cracks or corrosion. Roll the tires and wheels so 
you can examine every inch of tread. When you find a stone wedged 
in the tread, pull it out. They can work into a carcass bruise which 
ruins the tire. Another thing to look for is a differential that’s leaking. 
A mess of grease on the inside of either rear tire calls for the 
attention of your lube man to check the differential. You may save 
a set of expensive rear end gears, or prevent a serious accident if 
oil has been leaking over the rear brake lining.” 

“Anything else I can do there?” 

“Sure. Make sure your air cleaner isn’t dirty. A dirty one can 
cut your gas mileage by as much as 10 per cent because it restricts 
the flow of fresh air. This causes the engine to run rich—like the 
choke is half closed. Dirty spark plugs can rob you of as much as 
one gallon of gas in every 10. Believe me, George, cleaning air 
cleaners and regapping plugs every 5000 miles is often paid for by 
savings in gasoline.” 


| CAN SEE THAT I’M BEGINNING to make an impression, so I drive my 
next point home. “How would you like to save another $13 or so 
a year?” And before he gets his answer out, I continue,,““You can 
do this by maintaining factory-recommended tire pressures. Engineers 
tell me that tires that are five pounds under-inflated can cost you 
one gallon of gas in every 20. To 10,000-mile-per-year drivers this 
is another 42 gallons of gas. Multiplied by 32c, this adds up to $13.” 

“Well then, if you can get better mileage by running more air, 
why not get them up real high?” 

“I thought you'd ask that. You want to keep at the recommended 
pressure because over-inflation can make your tires wear out faster, 
and what you might have gained by better mileage you've lost in 
worse tire mileage. The only time when it’s good to add pressure 
to your tires is before a long trip when you're carrying extra 


passengers and a trunk stuffed with luggage. Put a couple of pounds 
extra in each tire; the additional air helps support the stresses of 
the added weight and gives a better handling car at road speeds.” 

By now George is almost finished with the phone installation and 
begins to put away his tools. He looks up and asks, “As long as 
we're saving all this money, how about using some of these 
gadgets that are ‘guaranteed’ to give better mileage? You know— 
the things that look like spark plugs, but aren’t. Carburetors with 
just a few parts that work miracles. And whirlygigs that somehow 
give you twice the mileage you're getting now—no matter how 
much that is?” 


THOUGH GEORGE WAS PRETTY SERIOUS, I couldn’t help but laugh to 
myself at the thought of all the “Georges” in this country who 
believe that these gadgets will save them pots full of dough. 
“Advertising claims to the contrary,” I say out loud, “there’s no 
practical means of getting 70 or 80 miles from a gallon of gasoline. 
Gasoline has tremendous potential energy, but the best engines 
made use only 10 per cent of the latent power in motor fuel 
during normal running conditions.” 

“What happens to the other 90 per cent?” George wants to know. 
“My gas tank doesn’t leak.” 

“The remaining 90 per cent of gasoline’s energy escapes as 
exhaust gas, passes into coolant as heat or is wasted in overcoming 
resistance of tires and wind. A good example of this was reported 
by the Ethyl people, who told me of a full-size car capable of 
149 miles to the gallon.” 

“You're joking!” 

“Nope. What they did was pump tires to 150 pounds, put light 
oil in the transmission, take the fan belt off and advance ignition 
timing as far as they could. To get maximum mileage the driver 
held the throttle wide open until the car accelerated to 20 miles 
an hour, then put in the clutch and killed the engine. The car 
coasted down to five miles an hour before the driver would start 
the engine and begin the procedure all over again—alternately 
accelerating, killing the engine and coasting. The only thing I want 
to know from you, George, is: “Would you drive 50 miles this way?’ ” 

He didn’t have to think twice on this one. “You just know 1 
wouldn’t! That kind of driving would drive anyone out of his 
mind.” 

“It’s all in getting used to it—or any way of driving for that 
matter. That's why I want to warn you not to expect too much 
from my suggestions.” 

George stops in the middle of writing in his report book and 
exclaims, “Well, I'll be darned! You've just been kidding me all 
along.” . 

“Not at all. I only want you to remember to have fun from 
a car, and not to expect 36 mpg from a 300-horse Ajax Eight. It 
can’t be done, but you can expect better mileage—if you just work 
at it. 


WE HAD BEEN TALKING for almost an hour, which was more than 
legitimate time for installation of one extension. George stood up, 
stretched, and stuck out his hand. “You know, Bill, I think | 
learned something from your comments on this economy kick. 
Thanks a lot. Now I suppose I'll go out, get in the truck and 
drive just like always. But now I at least know what I should be 
doing.” 

We shook and walked to the front door so I could let him out. 
Then I stood listening. The truck door slammed, the engine came 
to life before an echo of the slam died away, gears clashed as they 
hurriedly meshed and George’s truck zoomed up the street gobbling 
gasoline every foot of the way. 

I couldn’t help but think of the wise old engineer who told me, 
“Economy is more than what you get per gallon. It’s really a 
matter of all-around driving interest and skill.” /Mt 
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Hill's Win at Le Mans 


continued from page 34 

Mulsanne the ZF differential started groan- 
ing. But Tavone, tall and gimlet-eyed Fer- 
rari staff man in charge of the signalling 
post just after the corner, spotted that a 
rear tire was deflating and telephoned through 
to warn the pit crew. By the time Phil 
pulled in badly worried at the end of his 
first lap they were ready with a spare 
wheel. 

Then a real pantomime started at the 
Ferrari pit. Phil, who had read the regula- 
tions as a good driver should, knew that the 
spare wheel carried on the car must be used 
for the first wheel change, just to prove that 
it is present and accessible. In vain he ha- 
rangued the mechanics, throwing at them 
the whole of his Italian vocabulary and mak- 
ing frantic gestures. They ignored him and 
went on hammering. The new wheel was 
on before he managed to make his point, 
and the commissaire, with typical French 
logic, then allowed the car’s spare wheel to 
be ceremonially pulled out and replaced in 
token compliance with the regulation. 


CORRECT CHOICE OF CO-DRIVER is an impor- 
tant factor in planning for success in a 24- 
hour race and I wanted to know how the win- 
ning partnership of 1958 came together. “We 
had already driven together in long-distance 
events,” said Phil. “We shared a 314-liter 
Ferrari in the 1956 1000 kilometers at Buenos 
Aires and finished second after losing nine 





be 


CONGRATULATIONS are in order for 
winners Gendebien (left) and Hill. 


minutes at the pit with a broken oil pipe. 
We also did spells of driving with de Por- 
tago and Ken Wharton on the Ferrari which 
placed third in the 1956 1000 kilometers 
at the Nurburgring.” (This was one of 
those races where there were so many changes 
of drivers that very few people could re- 
member who had driven which when the 
checkered flag fell.) 

“Main thing was that we found we had 
the same kind of views on the use and 
abuse of brakes during a 24-hour race.” 
Many a beautiful friendship has been wrecked 
when a driver has handed his partner a car 
with the brakes completely worn out in a 
long-distance event. 

Above all, Phil tried to avoid any sus- 
tained braking at really high speed, for if 
you hold the brakes on at 160 mph the 
heat input is terribly rapid. 
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“At the end of the straight I'd lift as I 
got to the 7-km post—about 600 meters 
from the Mulsanne corner—and just dab 
the brakes. Then I'd change down to third 
at the earliest possible moment, taking the 
motor up to 7000 or 7200. I did no real 
braking before the 300-meter post. Then I 
came down to second and down again into 
first for the corner.” 

The weather helped, for during most of 
the 24 hours torrents of rain cooled the 
brake drums and limited the race speeds, 
but Ferrari had also put a lot of work 
into brake development. Nobody has yet 
managed to sell him disc brakes, but he had 
really improved the endurance of his drum 
brakes. One car did the Buenos Aires 1000 
km and the Targa Florio without a change 
of linings and then had only used 6mm 
out of the total 7mm lining thickness. During 
the Le Mans event Gendebien and Hill used 
only 244mm out of 7mm. They would have 
used more in dry weather but they were no 
longer in danger of having to stop to fit 
new shoes, although the Ferrari mechanics 
have a drill for doing this quite quickly. 


MORE THAN USUAL ATTENTION seems to have 
been given to preparing the cars so that 
they would last 24 hours instead of taking 
part in an eight-hour Grand Prix which is 
apt to end in the dead car park around 
midnight. The drivers were told to keep 
down to 7000 rpm as a general rule but 
the engines were quite capable of standing 
7200 rpm for 24 hours if necessary. 

As originally geared during practice the 
cars were 900 revs down and the drive 
ratio was changed to allow them to use 
their full potential. After that they could 
pull 7000 rpm in top up the rise past 
the pits, down the straight to Mulsanne and 
on the swoop down to Indianapolis. 

At this point Gendebien interjected to 
ask, “Why is it called Indianapolis?” If he 
didn’t know, there are probably others who 
are wondering. The answer is that this 
corner used to have a brick surface rather 
like that at the Indiana oval, so presumably 
the nickname dates from 1921 and the ex- 
ploit of Jimmy Murphy, who was a well- 
known Indy performer. 

The winning car was a Testa Rossa Fer- 
rari as sold to private clients except for the 
rear-mounted gearbox and de Dion axle. 
“Normally they have a front-mounted syn- 
chromesh gearbox,” said Phil, “but this gave 
trouble at Sebring, so we asked for the 
old crash-type box mounted at the rear. This 
meant using a de Dion axle, which weighs 
more and gives no advantage on the smooth 
Le Mans asphalt. It also means an extra 
pair of spur gears in the drivetrain, which 
consume more power, but we accepted that 
to ensure reliability. The crash box judders, 
but it holds.” 

So with no worries about engine or gear- 
box they could use the transmission freely 
to save their brakes, a policy which has 
proved fatal to Ferrari hopes at Le Mans in 


“the past. 





The story of the race has already been “told 
in MOTOR TREND; how Gendebien and Hill 


found themselves in the lead before four 
hours had elapsed, how Gendebien lost the 
lead to Bueb’s determined attack in the 
Jaguar, and then the duel between Hill and 
Duncan Hamilton after the change of drivers, 
which ended when the Jaguar dropped back 
and eventually crashed. 


AT THE END OF THE RACE, the driver's im- 
pressions are badly jumbled and he finds 
it difficult to remember exactly when things 
happened. In retrospect the race consists of 
long periods of tedium punctuated by short 
spells of excitement but both Hill and Gende- 
bien had a very clear recollection of the 
strain of driving 160 mph at night in a down- 
pour of rain, while other cars threw up a 
thick curtain of spray which no headlights 
could penetrate. 

“I'd try peering over the windscreen,” said 
Phil “but my goggles got covered in dirt. 
I changed them, but it was useless, so I tried 
putting my head right back and sighting 
over the top of the screen with my eyes 
screwed up into slits. We were driving so 
blind that we could hear the small cars 
before we saw them. And what a fantastic 
bark those little Panhards had this year! 
With their twin-cylinder motors and open 
exhausts they were noisier than any of the 
big cars.” 

Which was just as well, when you come 
to think of it. 

They had high praise for the cooperation 
of the small-car pilots in leaving a clear run 
for the big stuff, except that some of the 
D.B. drivers tried to race them into the 
corners, which made things a bit tricky on 
a rain-washed surface. 


THERE ARE TWO MOMENTS in the race that 
will probably stick in Phil’s memory long 
after the rest have begun to fade. One came 
when he was hurtling down the straight dur- 
ing the night, peering desperately through 
the spray and blackness. He turned cold as 
he saw two slower cars racing side by side 
in front of him There was no time to brake 
or take avoiding action; he was closing on 
them far too fast, so he did the only other 
thing possible—tramped on the gas and 
passed between them! 

Sometime later, he was worried when the 
brake pedal travel rapidly increased, normal- 
ly a symptom of worn linings, but in this 
case it wasn’t so. The Ferrari braking system 
uses a pressurized reservoir to prevent aera- 
tion of the fluid in the lines as the level 
drops. Pedal travel is quickly restored to 
normal by lifting the piston but a mechanic 
has to open the hood to do it. Pumping the 
pedal doesn’t help. 

For laps on end Hill fought it out with 
Duncan Hamilton. Duncan was making up 
time by maximum use of his disc brakes 
but he could not hold his advantage. One of 
his fuel pumps was out of action and he 
was suffering fuel starvation towards the 
end of the straight, which slowed him down 
on every lap. 

By early Sunday morning the Ferrari had 
lapped the Jaguar once and was just be- 
hind it ready to lap it a second time. Dun- 

continued on page 48 
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' 30 ‘DAY FREE TRIAL GUARANTEE 


and examine any of these new money 
saving products for 30 full days at my risk. If (for any reason 
period, we will imme- ; 
diately refund your entire purchase price-no questions asked | 
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SAVE UP TO 50% MORE! se 1959 book illustrates ome g of 
new automotive bargains. Brand new ideas-new 1959 products! Ti 
values in only Finest, Tested Products from our stock of over 130, 
items. Guaranteed biggest and i Nest Catalogue ever offered by us. You'll 
be amazed! Order yours today 


§ WITH ORDER... 


(Otherwise 7 only 25¢ to cover handling 
and mailing 


































FIX ANYTHING with this amazing new discovery. 
it's 80% steel and 20% plastic. Handles like 
putty — hardens into steel. Sticks to all metals and 
glass. You can grind, drill or file this material 
just like steel. Can be used to bond two metals 
together. Hardens in 2 hours. 1,000,000 uses for 
home or garage such as repairing pipes, lawn 
mowers, faucets, furniture, cracked motor blocks, 

s tanks, etc. You've got to use this material to 
believe it. 40340 Complete os (2 cans) and in- 
GI «6.0/0.0 v'00'6 00 ....0nly $2.25 postpaid. 





END OIL FILTER REPLACEMENT FOREVER! Genuine 
PERMA-BRONZE is FULL SIZE. Guaranteed thickest, 
fine porous bronze element available at any price 
Removes all harmful oil grit, yet leaves protective 
additives. Destroys engine acids and traps dam- 
aging moisture. Guaranteed 10 years, but lasts 
forever. Contains built-in Acid Neutratizer. Fits 
your car's filter case. A $6.95 to $11.95 Value 
#3891 By-pass element $4.95 postpaid 
7#3893 Full-flow element $8.95 postpaid. 
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INSTANT-CHROME PLATE ANYTHING! New sensa- 
tional concept in chrome-plating that does what 
electroplating cannot do. Glistening surface . . 

easily applied to any metal, wood, glass, rubber 
or plastic. No need to remove chrome trim for 
replating . . .‘‘instant-Chrome’’ it on the car. Works 
like magic on bumpers, grill, rims — any chrome 
trim on autos - thousands of household uses too! 
Large Kit (enough to plate 2300 sq. in.) and Com- 
plete easy-to-follow Instructions #5430 $4.98 ppd. 
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A TOUCH OF YOUR FINGER improves Gas Mileage 
up to 20% or more. Power, acceleration, cold 
weather starting. Amazing, but true! Eliminates 
“ping” with regular gas. Easy to install. Beautiful 
dashboard chrome control advances or retards 
spark instantly to compensate for heat, load, 
speed, gas octane, etc. Precision ‘Indicator’ shows 
exact position - accurate worm drive. This new 
product will pay for itself in one month. Low in- 
troductory price for ns = 
+3940 nly $6.85 postpaid. 





SAVER 






















TRIPLE THREAT AGAINST GAS WASTE. Saves up to 
$60 a year and more in ~ - reduces carburetor 
wear. Pressure R 

stops stalling, flooding, fener idle, oil dilution, 
and vapor lock. Guaranteed faster starting. Power- 
ful magnet, fine bronze filter removes water and 
dirt. Produces smooth flow of clean fuel. Greatly 
improves mileage. Install yourself in minutes. Or- 
der from Newhouse, get extra free gifts. 

23943 Mileage- Saver (shown) 
#3941 a Minde' r 

















AIRPLANE-TYPE SPARK PLUGS. Solid nickel-alloy 
rotary electrodes fire from 6 points. Give up to 30 
more H.P., greater mileage, and faster accelera- 
tion than ‘‘old style’ plugs. Each set registered! 
Outiast other plugs 3 to 1. New “‘finned’”’ con- 
struction (plus Lifetime Cardo insulators) keep 
plug cool. One-piece shell. Order now and get two 
(2) free gifts. Why pay _ 

nly $1.19 each ppd 


#310 
Set of 6 only $7.14 ppd Set of 8only $9.52 ppd 
HERE-WE WILL PROMPTLY 











DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 








STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 





WHY PAY MORE? Engine suffering from ‘‘Acid in- 
digestion’? - oil swarming with tiny abrasive 
flecks? Replace your crank case drain plug with 
low cost, = a 5 Neutra-Plug. “4 (A) Active- 

alloy ac (B) Alnico 
magnet to trap nena particles, c) " self- -sealing 
threads and gasket eel leaks. Equal to 










Est. 1935 World's 
lorgest 
VE inpustais Supplier of 
os Speciol 
Avto Parts 
LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES—ORDER TODAY 


lasts you will receive a tree 
surorise gift with every order 
free copy of “ 


$ 
to Get 50 Miles Per Galion.” § 29% it. Send €.0.0 


(Both wortn over $2.00.) PLUS POSTAGE 
Cor Moke Yeor Model No. Cyl. 
Nome 
Address 
City Zone Stote 


UCU EERE SEE 





others costing up to 
Pen SSR ES 2.45 postpaid. 
Deluxe model #6503........ = -95 postpaid. 


- 














Calit. residents add 4% sales tax. 











GET IT FOR YOU-WE STOCK ALMOST EVERYTHING! 








You can Win a career 


in the Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild 
Model Car Competition for 1959 


8 University Scholarships —10 Styling Scholarship Trust Funds — 


more than 1,000 Awards. A total of $115,000! 


LL over the country there are men who started their careers 
as teen-age winners of the Fisher Body Craftsman’s Guild 
Model Car Competitions. You, too, can have that chance! 


If you like to “make things”—if you have the skill and imagination 


to design and make a model of the “Car of Tomorrow” — 


if you 


are willing to work for the satisfaction of doing an unusual job — 
you can win one of 1,038 awards. 


Whatever you choose to build — a hardtop, sedan, convertible, 
station wagon or sports car—you’ll have fun making it. And you'll 
have the thrill of seeing your idea come “alive.” 


So don’t delay. Send now for the free booklet, “Designing and 


Building a Model Car,” 
many helpful suggestions. 


which contains the few simple rules and 


Mail the coupon today, so you will have all the time yeu need to 
build a winner for the 1959 competition. 











There's fun and excitement in building 
models like this “Car of Tomorrow,” 
this year’s award winner. 





| Fisher Body Craftsman’‘s Guild, Detroit 2, Michigan 


Model Car.” 
NAME 
(Print) 


ADDRESS... 
(Print) 


idle Nee 4 a a a 
(Print) 


the year of your birth below : 
SENIOR DIVISION 


1938 0 1941 0 
1939 0 1942 0 
1940 0 


Please enroll me in the 59 Model Car Competition. Send me 
the FREE instruction booklet, “Designing and Building a 


IMPORTANT: Only boys born in the following years are eligible. Check 


JUNIOR DIVISION 


1943 0 1946 O 
1944 0 1947 0 
1945 D 

Dept. T-1 

















FREE! WINTER-START 
INSURANCE ON YOUR 
PRESENT BATTERY 


regardless of make or age! 


START OR WE COME OUT AND START YOU! 


Let an Exide dealer check your battery 


Find him in the Yellow Pages. Your battery 
doesn’t have to be an Exide. If it’s okay, it’s 
insured all winter. If your battery needs charg- 
ing, you’re eligible for Winter-Start Insurance as 
soon as he brings it to full charge. 


If your battery goes dead 


Phone your Exide man. He’ll give you a free 
start. Your policy insures you against one battery 
breakdown. If you need a new battery, he’ll show 
you the new Exides. 


You can depend on your Exide dealer 


He’s backed by the first name in batteries. Exides 
are available dry-charged or factory-filled. Prices When it’s an Exide 
are as low as $14.95. See your Exide man today. -.- you start! 
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Hill‘s Win at Le Mans 


continued from page 46 


can was still driving hard and was sliding 
with his usual vigor on the corners. The 
whole spectacle terrorized Tavone at Mul- 
sanne, and he frantically signalled Phil to 
keep back and give Duncan room for his 
ballet practice. There was no threat from the 
rear and there was no point in pressing 
on into trouble. So long as Phil could keep 
the Jag in sight the Ferrari would win by 
a handsome margin. The engine hadn't 
missed a beat and the car felt fine. About 
this time on a Sunday morning it is easy 
to feel that the race is practically over, 
and relax, but the old hand remembers that 
there are still eight or nine hours of racing 
ahead. In that time anything can happen. 
And it did. 


THIS WAS THE SECOND HIGHLIGHT of the 
race for Phil Hill. 

“I was following Duncan and we kept 
hitting squalls of hail and rain which 
slowed us down. He was going well, ac- 
celerating away from Arnage in third when 
he ran into a squall on a left-hand bend 
with a slight hump in the middle. Suddenly 
a little blue puddle jumper loomed up right 
in front of him. He braked, but he hadn't 
a chance. The Jag hit a puddle, which spun 
it onto the grass. It clouted the bank, flipped 
and threw its driver out, then spun across 
the road again in front of me. At one mo- 
ment it was broadside in front of me and 
I saw it silhouetted across the road. Then I 
saw the underside as it flipped and I thought 
it was going to hit me. I couldn’t do much 
except keep straight on and I saw its front 
end facing me as I went through. 

“Duncan was doing well over 100 mph 
but it felt like a walking pace after what | 
we had been doing down the straight and 
I never thought a car could travel so far 
out of control. I thought it was never going 
to stop.” 

Duncan had been hit on the chin and 
knocked out cold as he left the car. He 
woke up in the entrance hall of the hospital 
with a foot-long gash in his leg, some dam- 
aged ligaments and multiple contusions. 

After that there was nothing to do except 
keep the Ferrari on the road and keep out 
of trouble through the alternating rain 
squalls and bright periods for the long 
hours that remained until four o'clock on 
Sunday afternoon. 

So an American driver wrote his name in 
the Golden Book of the 24 HEURES DU 
MANS. Was he pleased? 

“Yes. It ts the greatest sportscar race in } 
the world . . . the most famous . . . the 
most widely publicized . . . the one every 
driver dreams of winning...” 

“But do you believe it really is the 
greatest, apart from the publicity and the 
tradition?” 

“Yes, I do. But at present speeds it is 
getting to be rather hard on the drivers. 
The driving spells need to be arranged so 
that they can get some real sleep.” 

And he went away to get some. /mt 




























as sliding 
ners. The 
. at Mul- 
d Phil to 
n for his 
from the 
| pressing 
ould keep 
d win by 
1e ~=hadn’t 
ne. About 
it is easy 
ally over, 
nbers that 
of racing 
1 happen. 


IT of the 


we kept 
in which 
well, ac- 
uird when 
and bend 
Suddenly 
| up right 
he hadn't 
hich spun 
k, flipped 
un across 
- one mo- 
f me and 
1. Then I 
I thought 
do much 
its front 


100 mph 


fter what | 


aight and 
el so far 
ver going 


chin and 
car. He 
e hospital 
ome dam- 
sions. 
do except 
keep out 
ting rain 
the long 
‘clock on 


; name in 


JRES DU 


ir race in 
. the 
one every 


y is the 
and the 


ceeds it is 
e drivers. 
ranged so 


/Mt 





The BATIL 


ot the 
| MIDDLE 


BRACKEIS 


by Bill Callahan 
Detroit Editor 


down in ’59? See page 52. 





PONTILAC—6th in ’58. 
Sth in ’59? See page 56. 








DODGE—29th in ’58. Up or 


+ sy BATTLE of the middle brackets promises 
to be one of the hottest contests in the 
1959 automotive year. Based upon their 
standing in sales at the end of the 1958 
model season, rather than price class, those 
participating in the 1959 scramble will be 
Olds, which moved from fifth to fourth in 
1958; Buick, which wants fourth place back; 
Pontiac, which maintained its hold on sixth; 
American Motors, which moved five places 
up the sales ladder to seventh; Mercury, 
which dropped from seventh to eighth; and 
Dodge, which dropped from eighth to ninth. 
The 1959 Mercury line will not be announced 
until later this year, while a 1959 Buick road 
test appeared in October MT, so this dis- 
cussion will be limited to American Motors, 
Dodge, Oldsmobile, and Pontiac. 

What have they got that makes division 
heads confident of a higher rung on the 
ladder in 1959? Olds and Pontiac are both 
almost completely new. They are longer, 
much lower, somewhat wider and with com- 
pletely new styling concepts that probably 
use about the same amount of chrome as 
in 1958 but more judiciously applied. Both 
cars are attractive and, while larger, they 
appear less cumbersome than in 1958. Dodge 
has an entirely new grille treatment, new 
roofline and redesigned fins. In spite of the 
changes, it bears greater resemblance to 1958 
models than is the case with Olds and Pon- 
tiac. American Motors’ lines—American, 
Rambler Six, Rambler Rebel V8 and Am- 
bassador—have limited exterior changes. 

If you want the biggest package, you'll 
probably settle for Oldsmobile. Its 98 has an 
overall length of 223 inches, a wheelbase 
of 126.3 inches, and a width of 80.5 inches. 
For compactness, you'd settle for one of the 
American Motors’ cars. The largest of these 
is the Ambassador, with an overall length 
23 inches shorter than the Olds, while the 


RAMBLER—/th in ’58. Higher in ’59? See page 50. 








American is 45 inches shorter! AMC cars 
are but 73 inches wide. If lowness is what 
you want, select the Olds at 53.5 inches, as 
versus Dodge's 54.3, Pontiac’s 54.6, and 
the AMC cars’ 57.5. 

If it's power you want, Olds has the edge. 
The hottest engine—in the Super 88 and 98 
—churns up 315 horses. At the same price in 
the Pontiac line you can take your choice of 
a hot engine or an economy engine: the most 
powerful stock engine (with two-barrel carb) 
gives 280 horsepower, while the economy 
engine gives 245 on regular gas. If it’s a six 
you want, you can get that as an option from 
Dodge or American Motors. 

In the choice of transmissions, you can 
have either standard synchromesh or auto- 
matic, but overdrive is available only on the 
American Motors’ cars. This year an auto- 
matic transmission is available even on the 
Rambler American. . 

If you're sold on air springs, you can 
get those on any of the four cars, though 
American Motors’ cars and Pontiacs are the 
only ones on which you can have them in- 
stalled all the way around. If you’re more 
conservative, you can have coils in front and 
leafs in back (Olds), coils all around (Pon- 
tiac and AMC), or torsion bars in front and 
leafs in the rear (Dodge). 

That's a quick comparison of four of the 
car makes that will be slugging it out for 
fourth to ninth positions in the 1959 market. 
Buick’s manager, Ed Ragsdale, vows to dis- 
place Olds from the fourth spot. Oldsmobile’s 
Jack Wolfram says, “Don’t hold your breath 
till it happens.” Pontiac’s Semon Knudsen 
says, “I won't settle for anything less than 
fifth place nationally.” AMC’s George Rom- 
ney will be happy to sell all he can build. 
Dodge’s M. C. Patterson just wants to move 
up. For more details on each of the cars 
and how they shape up, turn the page. 
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AMERICAN MOTORS for ’59 


offers wider, self-adjusting brakes, a wagon in the 
American series, individually adjustable front seats 
with headrests, and a “glass bowl” economy carburetor. 


RAMBLER AMERICAN 2-DOOR HARDTOP 


Frege MOTORS is taking a bold step for 1959 by continuing 
its 100-inch-wheelbase Rambler American series completely 
without change (except for the addition of a wagon to the line). 
This is being done to test the theory of its president, George Romney, 
that U.S. car buyers are fed up with big cars and radical annual model 
changes. 

As the 1958 model year ended, AMC had produced 31,000 
American models, about 118,000 Rambler Six and Rebel V8 models, 
and 13,000 Ambassador models. Aside from General Motors and its 
divisions, AMC was the only car producer in America to show a 
profit on 1958 operations. 

Rambler Six, Rebel V8 and Ambassador models have not been 
markedly changed, in line with the same thinking that buyers prefer 
more lasting designs. The rear fin has been extended forward to the 
center of the car, giving the side of the car a more graceful sweep 


RAMBLER AND AMBASSADOR V8 engines for ‘59 are basi- 
cally unchanged except that valve train has been 
fortified to provide longer life and .quieter operation. 
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RAMBLER AMERICAN STATION WAGON 


and more unity of design. The front grilles have been redone in the 
Rambler Six and Rebel series. 

A definite innovation in these series is the adoption of individually 
adjustable front seats which enable the front seat passenger to 
adjust his seat to the most comfortable position regardless of the 
position required by the driver. Headrests are also available at extra 
cost for the back of both front seats. These, in conjunction with the 
standard reclining seat, enable the front seat passenger to relax 
completely. They may also prevent neck injury in event of rear end 
collision. They do not interfere with vision to the rear. 

AMC's campaign to fret the oil companies is continued. The ohv 
Six is now equipped with a new carburetor which is claimed to 
permit the owner to squeeze 144 miles per gallon more out of 
regular-grade fuel. The carburetor has a glass bowl which permits 
quick checking for float operation or sediment deposits. A dual-throat 


a - Ke 
IMPROVED BRAKES on Rambler Six and Rebel V8 include 
wider brake shoes, heavier lining and double acting 


hydraulic cylinders. Self-adjusting brakes are options. 
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RAMBLER 4-DOOR 


AMBASSADOR 4-DOOR STATION WAGON 


carburetor boosts horsepower from 127 to 138 and is available 
optionally. The Rebel V8 has a four-barrel carburetor. Fuel savings 
with this engine are accomplished by making available as standard 
equipment rear axle ratios formerly optional at extra cost. Other 
ratios are now optional without extra cost. 

Pushbutton controls for automatic transmission have been changed 
on all models to eliminate the key-start. Starting is now done by 
depressing the NEUTRAL-START button. Control buttons are colored 
amber for NEUTRAL-START, red for REVERSE and green for DRIVE 
ranges. 

Brakes have been improved by increasing lining thickness. On the 
V8 models the front brake primary shoe width has been increased 
from two to 214 inches. Optional self-adjusting brakes will be 
available on all Rambler Sixes, as well as on V8s in 1959. 

The American will be offered in a two-door sedan and station 


ay 


HEADRESTS on individual reclining seats are 
available on top three AM lines. Right, dash- 
boards of Rambler and Rambler American. 


AMBASSADOR 4-DOOR HARDTOP 


wagon, both on a 100-inch wheelbase. The wagon provides 52 cubic 
feet of cargo space with the seat down. Front seat in both the sedan 
and wagon have been modified to provide better headroom. Conti- 
nental tire carrier, factory installed, is optional on sedan models. 

The combined Rambler Six and Rebel V8 offering includes 11 
models comprised of sedans, hardtops and station wagons. There 
are 15 single-tone and 18 two-tone color combinations. All are on 
the 108-inch wheelbase and are four-door models. Limited-slip 
differentials will be optional and air ride will be optional in the rear. 
Power windows, power brakes and power steering also are available. 

In the Ambassador series there will be six models, all four-door, 
including Super sedan and wagon, Custom sedan and hardtop, and a 
Custom wagon and Custom hardtop wagon. These will all be on the 
117-inch wheelbase. A single exhaust system is standard, but dual 
exhausts are optional on these and Rebel V8 models. 
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offers swivel seats, rear suspension air assist bags, 


COWL AIR INTAKE 
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self-tilting rear view mirror, and 
a pushbutton heater-air conditioning system. 
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PUSHBUTTON PANEL controls heater functions with vacuum-actuated servos. 


ODGE SHOWS ITS WARES for the 1959 mar- 
ket with considerable overall restyling 
that distinguishes it from others in the 
Chrysler line, while sharing many of the 
interior and optional features. Front fenders, 
extending beyond the twin headlamps and 
contoured around them, give the car an 
arched-eyebrow look. Imported car influence 
shows itself in the anodized aluminum egg- 
crate grille behind massive protective hori- 
zontal bars with parking lights in their outer 
ends. Compound curved windshields and 
rear windows continue to extend farther 
into thinner tops and increase visibility and 
headroom. Fins have been slightly restyled, 
mainly with chrome trim but still have the 
“added-on” look as in the '58s. Dual tail 
lights extend well beyond the rear fender 
line and are housed in tapered chrome tubes. 
Interiors offer an array of colors and fab- 
rics. Swivel seats, ‘joy stick” control fender 
mirror, electronic rear mirror, and automatic 
headlight dimmer are options shared with 
the entire Chrysler line. Of special interest 
to the driver is the new oval steering wheel. 
It is slightly flattened at the top to give 
better visibility over the cowl and slightly 
more legroom. The speedometer dial has 
given way to a colored bar that shows colors 
according to speed. A green zone covers 
speeds from 0 to 30, amber from 30 to 50 
and red over 50 miles per hour. Color-blind 
drivers, beware! 











CUSTOM ROYAL CONVERTIBLE 


































Coronet, Royal, Custom Royal, and Sierra 











Der: models offer 14 body styles, including station 
ling wagons. Two-door and four-door sedans and 
the hardtops, two convertibles, and two four- 
the door station wagons, with six- or nine-pas- 
lers, senger options are included in the line, and 
and all are on a 122-inch wheelbase. 

an Under the hood of the Coronet is an 
ence economy six-cylinder engine of 230 cubic 
ege- inches and 135 horsepower. The Coronet V8 
10fi- has the popular Red Ram 326-cubic-inch 
uter engine producing 326 hp, and the 361-cubic- 
and inch is available at 295 hp for Royal and 
ther Sierra series with a 305-hp option for Cus- 
and tom Royal, Custom Sierra, and convertibles. 
yled, Optionally available for all Dodge models is 
the the D-500, 383-cubic-inch 345-hp engine. 
tail All engines this year are using wedge-shaped 
nder combustion chambers instead of the poly- 
ibes. spherical and hemispherical designs. 

fab- Torsion bar front suspension, improved 
nder with shorter bars, and cam-adjusting front 
natic wheel alignment make up the Dodge chassis 
with changes for 1959. Air assist on the rear only 
erest is again a valuable option for leveling, es- 
heel. pecially with the increased load-carrying 
give capabilities of all the models. 
ghtly ° TorqueFlite and PowerFlite automatic 
has transmissions have water-cooling for more 
olors consistent performance, and pushbutton con- 
overs _ yi vi av nm contin- 
, 50 ey pe Be sheng tex sayy A FOLDING ARM REST creates comfortable seat for extra front passenger. 
blind left-hand side of the dash. 

















CUSTOM ROYAL 4-DOOR HARDTOP 








“CUSTOM SIERRA 9-PASSENGER STATION WAGON 
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offers longer and wider bodies, bigger and flanged 







' brakes, more sensitive power steering, and 
a choice of two improved engines. 





SUPER 88 HOLIDAY SPORTSEDAN 








BULGING SIDE RAILS and X-type crossmember provide a 


heavy but very rigid frame. Main body bolts directly to > 
top of rails and to inboard brackets to produce less FLANGED BRAKE DRUM steers cooling air across entire 
vibration. Resonators are used on dual exhaust system. surface and reduces brake fade through better cooling. 
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CENICOUPE, HOLIDAY AND FIESTA are some of the 
fascinating names that Oldsmobile has conjured up 
for their equally fascinating line of 1959 automobiles. 
Completely restyled, and with two new body types added 
to each of the series, luxury is available in large doses. 
The magic wand of the stylists has wiped out much 
of the chrome, wrapped the glass farther around front, 
sides and top, created thinner rooflines, carried the 
straight-line theme along the length of the body with 
projectile-like booms extending from front fender to 
rear ot car, and might well have revolutionized dual 
headlighting with a new spacing arrangement. 

According to Olds stylists, comfort is synonymous with 
luxury, and they have carried this throughout the in- 
teriors with well-fitting seats, increased head-, leg-, and 
hiproom. Best of all, they have made their large com- 
pound rear windows with a special glass that is claimed 
to absorb about 85 per cent of the sun’s heat. Special 

‘headliners and a trend toward lighter colors for roofs 
will make cars cooler, and optional air conditioning units 
more efficient. In addition, new fabrics—some synthetic 
—are combined with metallic threads and plastic trim 
that looks like fine leather, into color blends that are 
more attractive and durable than ever. 

A better arrangement between the door opening and 
the seats makes entrance and exit, both front and rear, 
just as simple with a top hat or evening dress as with 
bandana and blue jeans. 


ONE OF THE TWO NEW BODY STYLES offered for the com- 
ing year and available on the 88, Super 88, and 98 series 
is the four-door Holiday SportSedan. It represents family- 
size luxurious transportation with a domestic sportscar 
design. Double-curved windshield and a thin roofline 
overhanging a wrap-around rear window, combine with 
the long low beltline to give the car a rakish appearance. 

Brand new to the 1959 line is the SceniCoupe, another 
sporty utility car that serves the need for a distinctive 
two-door. Like all the Oldsmobiles for the coming year, 
this one has the luxury features emphasized in all the 
new models. To complete the available selection of 
sedans, coupes and convertibles, a name dropped earlier, 
the Fiesta, represents a station wagon series almost too 


SUPER 88 FIESTA STATION WAGON 


beautiful to be called a wagon. Converting instantly to 
a cargo carrier, the two- or three-seat Fiesta is just as 
acceptable as a distinctive passenger car. 

Dual headlighting, spaced wider in a horizontal line, 
leaves plenty of room for a parking light between the 
road lamps. Individual styling of the tail lights distin- 
guish the 88 series from the 98s. Those wider-spaced 
headlamps may start a trend toward bar-type illumination 
clear across the front of future automobiles. Some of 
the plaster models we saw showed evidence of this. 


UNIT BODY CONSTRUCTION used generally by GM is so 
strong, we wonder at the great strength of the Olds 
frame. Combining X-type and bulging square section 
siderails with husky crossmembers produces just about 
the strongest frame in the industry. Coil springs support 
the front suspension and the rear axle is hung on semi- 
elliptical leaves. New-Matic Ride air suspension is an 
optional item available for rear end only. As its main 
feature is leveling, which is very important with the 
increased carrying capacity of all the line, including 
wagons, there is little reason to clutter front suspen- 
sions with extra mechanical items, such as air bags. 

Two engines, the 371-cubic-inch, 270-hp, used in the 
88 series, and the 394-cubic-inch, 315-hp engine for 
the 98 are both running a premium gas 9.75 compres- 
sion ratio. Slight cam contour changes and better breath- 
ing and exhaust have made both of these engines 
crispet in their response to the throttle. A milder ver- 
sion ot the 371-cubic-inch engine runs the same com- 
pression ratio but employs a two-barrel carburetor in- 
stead of the four-barrel and produces 270 hp. This is 
the standard engine for the Dynamic 88. These engines 
will probably burn more fuel but will do it more ef- 
ficiently, so that a light throttle foot, except when extra 
bursts of speed are needed, should give about the same 
gas mileage as the 58s. Higher rear axle ratios available 
with Hydra-Matic four-speed transmissions should pro- 
duce better fuel mileage than those offered with the stick 
shift three-speed gearbox despite the extra power con- 
sumed by hydro-type drives. 


ANYONE FORTUNATE ENOUGH to become the owner of a 
1959 Oldsmobile will notice the engineering effort that 
has gone into protecting this piece of machinery. We 
are not speaking of crash pads or bumpers, but brakes 
and steering. To meet the requirements for adequate 
braking in the face of higher speeds and weights, Olds- 
mobile engineers created a substantial increase in effec- 
tive braking area, a method of cooling—plus a self- 
adjusting feature and better hydraulic cylinders. A flange 
extending into the airstream under the car adds 88 
square inches of cooling area to the drum and scoops 
air past it to keep the 191 square inches of lining area 
at maximum efficiency. The ability of the drums to dis- 
sipate heat more rapidly should reduce brake fade and 
increase lining life. 

Changing the direction of more than two tons of mov- 
ing vehicle or just turning the front wheels to park 
have become quite a mechanical problem. Engineers, 
taking advantage of some of the engine horsepower, 
have diverted it to hydraulic pumps, providing power 
with pressure rather than rotary motion. This type of 
pressure power can be controlled merely by turning a 
valve, which, with the proper leverage, is effortless. This 
becomes a rather delicate steering operation, for if some 
sort of “feel” is not present or the valving is sluggish, 
control is difficult. 


A NEW ROTARY VALVE power steering unit, developed 
for the 1959 Oldsmobile, eliminates the friction and 
lost motion of conventional sliding valves in common 
use. High sensitivity without lost motion provides pre- 
cision without effort, and self-adjusting features keep 
the unit operating “like new,” regardless of wear. Maxi- 
mum effort with the car standing still is only 234 
pounds. A minimum of two degrees free play makes 
highway driving a new thrill and gives the driver a 
feeling that his steering wheel is really connected to 
the front wheels. 
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DEEP ROLLED EDGES improve front seating on Bonneville. 





pape FOR ‘59 has come up with a package that will be difficult 
to overlook in the marketplace. It is an entirely new car in styling 
concept and design. Its style is so well integrated that every feature 
just seems to “belong” where it is. An odd fact is that while the 
car is bigger, it looks leaner than the 58 model. 

Looks alone are not its sole bid. In the handling department the 
car deserves rather high marks. A factor that contributes to this is 
the exceptionally wide tread front and rear. The front wheels 
(mounted on coil springs) have been spread apart to a full 63.7 
inches and the rear wheels (also on coils, with air optional), a full 
64 inches. This outboarding results in very good stability on turns, 
while still providing soft riding qualities on straights. We found 
this out a few months back when we drove the Bonneville at GM 
Proving Grounds in Milford, Mich. The widening of tread also 
lowers the center of gravity of a car that is low to start with; still, 
road clearance is six inches. Possibly the length and width accentuate 
the lowness, but the car is only 54.6 inches high. 

The new rotary valve power steering used for 1959 gives the 
driver a better “feel of the wheel,” yet the wheels return to straight- 
ahead position when the steering wheel is released. The gearing 
is such that the driver can control the car in event of power failure. 

Another unseen improvement are the brakes, with a lining area 
10 per cent more than in 1958 and heavier drums with cooling 
flanges on the front wheels. The drums are moved inboard from the 
wheels to permit better airflow and cooling. The linkage ratios give 
lighter feel. We found them quite satisfactory in our initial tests. 

In the engine department Pontiac offers a wide array of power- 
building equipment that uses the same basic 389-cubic-inch block 
(370 in 1958). For instance, the stock engine offered in the Cata- 
lina and Star Chief will have a 10 to 1 compression ratio and two- 
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BONNEVILLE SAFARI 
4-DOOR STATION WAGON 


BONNEVILLE VISTA 4-DOOR HARDTOP 


barrel carburetor. This will turn up 280 hp at 4400 rpm and 408 
pounds-feet of torque at 2800. However (and here’s a switch), the 
same engine with 8.6 to 1 compression, a milder cam and special 
manifold will be available at no extra cost for owners seeking 
fuel economy (up to 10 per cent savings on regular gas). 

By making the de-tuned engine available as an option rather 
than the other way around, Pontiac hopes to determine how real 
the demand is for economy as against performance. At present they 
are setting up to meet a 10 per cent demand for optional engines 
but can increase this to 50 per cent, if needed. Pontiac’s highest 
performance engine would be the Tempest 420-A, with three two- 
barrel carbs and 10.5 to 1 compression. It turns up 345 hp at 4800 
and delivers 425 pounds-feet of torque at 3200. 

Synchromesh transmission and Hydra-Matic are optional on all 
models. There is no overdrive. 

Series designations for ‘59 include the Catalina, Star Chief, and 
Bonneville. The ‘“bread-and-butter’ Catalina (priced just above the 
Chevy Impala and intended to compete with it) is on a 122-inch 
wheelbase, and is almost 18 feet long. (The body styles are shown 
in the comparison table on page 58.) Both the Star Chief and 
Bonneville are mounted on a two-inch-longer wheelbase and are 
10 inches longer than the Catalina. 


If you want to be quick on the trigger with identification of the 
various series, remember this: the “fastback” (sloping rear window) , 
lack of chrome and relatively small tail lights are the distinguishing 
features of the Catalina series; the Star Chief uses the “fastback” 
only in its sedans, has large tail lights, and four “stars” spread out 
along the rear quarter panel; the hardtops with “panoramic” rear 
windows, convertibles and wagons with simulated vents along the 
rear quarter panel are the Bonnevilles. 

Throughout the entire line, front and rear legroom, hip- and 
shoulder room have been increased (see comparison table). Front 
seating in the Bonneville has also been greatly improved by deeper 
rolled edges at the sides of the seat and seatback, which now hold 
occupants more firmly in place. 

Interiors use an excellent blending of colors and fabrics. The 
instruments are well grouped and easy to read. The speedometer 
can be set for any desired speed above 15 miles per hour and both 
visual and audible warnings are given when that speed has been 
reached. 

Coupled with the brightly contrasting interiors, the acrylic lacquer 
finish used on all GM cars this year adds a new note of brilliance. 
The °59 Pontiac will be offered in 15 solid colors and 42 recom- 
mended two-tone combinations. 
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BODY STYLES 


ENGINE 
6-cyl. 


v8 


TRANSMISSIONS 
Manual 


Automatic 


AXLE RATIOS 
Manual 


Automatic 


WHEELS 
BRAKES 


SUSPENSION 
Front 


Rear 


STEERING 
Mechanical 


Power 


INTERIORS 
Headroom 
Legroom 


Hiproom 
WEIGHT 
WHEELBASE 
TREAD 


HEIGHT 
CLEARANCE 
WIDTH 
LENGTH 


POWER OPTIONS 


The BATTLE of 


STATISTICS in 


MIDDLE BRACKETS 


AMERICAN MOTORS 


American: 2-D sed., sta. wag. 

Ambassador V8: 4-D sed., sta. 
wag., hdtp. & hdtp. wag. 

Rambler: 4-D sed., sta. wag., hdtp. 


Cu. In. C.R Carb. HP 
195.6 8.0 1-bbl. 90 
195.6 8.7 2-bbl. 138 
250 8.7 4-bbl. 215 
327 9.7 4-bbi. 270 


3-speed (overdrive optional) 
Flash-0-Matic 3-speed 


3.31, 3.78, 4.11, 3.54, 4.10, 4.38, 
4.44 

2.87, 3.15, 3.31, 3.78 

14- and 15-inch 


139.5, 150.1, 167.5 sq. in. 


Coil 


Semi-elliptic (American) 
Coil (Ambassador and Rebel) 


NA 

NA 

Front Rear 
35.2-36.5 35-36 
43-44 37.5-40 
58-60 45.3-60.1 


2475 to 3692 Ibs. 
100, 108, 117 


54.6, 57.8, 58.8 (F) 
55, 58, 59.1 (R) 


Min. 57.3, max. 58 

NA 

72.2, 73 

178.3, 191.1, 193.6, 200.1, 202.6 


NA 


NA—anot announced as of presstime 
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er" og 6: 2-D sed., hdtp.; 4-D 


sed. 

Coronet V8: 2-D sed., hdtp., conv.; 
4-D sed., hdtp. 

Royal: 2-D hdtp.; 4-D sed., hdtp. 

Custom Royal: 2-D hdtp., conv.; 
4-D sed., hdtp. 

Sta. Wag.: 4-D 2-seat, 4-D 3-seat. 


Cu. In. C.R. Carb. HP 
230 8.0 1-bb!. 135 
326 9.2 2-bbi. 255 
361 10.1 2-bbi. 295 
361 10.1 4bdbl. 305 
383 10.0 4-bbli. 320 
383 10.0 2 4bbi. 345 
3-speed 


PowerFlite 2-speed 
TorqueF lite 3-speed 


3.73, 3.54 


3.31, 2.93, 3.73 


14-inch 


207, 230 sq. in. Power opt. 


Torsion bars, air level opt. 


Leaf, air level opt. 


Worm and roller 


Rack and sector (opt.) 


Front Rear 
34-36 34-35 
46 37-43 
63 56-63 


4231 to 4593 Ibs. 
122 


Min. 56, max. 58.6 
5.4 

80 

217.4 


Steering, brakes, seats, 
windows 


OLDSMOBILE 


Dynamic 88: 2-D sed., hdtp., cpe., 
conv.; 4-D sed., sta. wag. 

Super 88: 2-D hdtp., cpe., conv.; 
4-D sed., sta. wag. 

98: 2-D cpe., conv.; 4D sed., hdtp. 


Cu. In. C.R. Carb. HP 
Not available 

371 9.75 2-bbi. 270 
394 9.75 4bbi. 315 
speed 


Hydra-Matic 4-speed 


3.64 
3.07, 3.23, 3.42 


14-inch 


191 sq. in. Power opt. 


Coil 
Leaf, air bag optional (rear only) 


Mechanical and power— 
Saginaw worm and roller 


Front Rear 
NA NA 
NA NA 
NA NA 


4231 to 4593 Ibs. 
123, 126.3 


61 (F) 
61.5 (R) 


Min. 53.6, max. 56 
NA 

80.8 

218.4, 223.0 


Steering, brakes, seats, 
windows 





PONTIAC 








Catalina: 2-D spts. sed., cpe., 
conv. cpe.; 4-D sed., sta. wag., 


hdtp. 
Star Chief: 2-D spts. sed.; 4-D 
ed., hdt 


* p. 
Bonneville: 2-D hdtp., cpe., conv.; 
4-D hdtp., sta. wag. 


Cu. In. C.R. Carb. HP 


Not available 

389 8.6 2-bbl. 215 
389 8.6 2-bbi. 245 
389 8.6 4-bbi. 260 
389 10.0 2-bbI. 280 
389 10.0 4-bbl. 300 
389 10.5 3 2-bbi. 315 
389 10.5 bbl. 3 
389 10.5 3 2-bbi. 345 
speed 


Hydra-Matic 4-speed 


3.23 
3.08 


14-inch 


191 sq. in. Power opt. 


Coil, air bag optional 


Coil, air bag optional 


Recirculating ball 


Recirculating ball 


Front Rear 
32.8-34.8 NA 
44.8 NA 
65.4 NA 
NA 

122, 124 

NA 

NA 


Min. 56.8, max. 58.6 
6.6 

80.7 

213.7, 220.7 





Steering, seats, brakes, 
windows 
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CHINA Up to the end of 1957 only one type of truck and not a 
single passenger car was produced in. China. Now the “first Chinese- 
made top-grade passenger car’ is a six-seater sedan produced by 
No. 1 Motor Vehicle Plant in Changchun. Hongchi is 6th new 
variety turned out this year. Design took one month to complete. 
Doors and windows are electrically controlled; car has heat and 
vent system. Its straight 8 boasts 200 hp. 


SWEDEN Numerous detail improvements mark Volvo PV-544 for 
1959: larger rear window, redesigned and padded instrument panel, 
handbrake position relocated to between front seats for better accessi- 
bility, improved steering, and four-speed all-synchromesh gearbox 
(optional). Ribbon-type speedometer has trip indicator. Accelerator 
is suspended and insulated from vibration. PV-544 also features new 
combinations of color and upholstery. 


FRANCE Renault is driving hard in the export market. Over 40,000 
cats were shipped to U.S. by end of July—target for year is 60,000. 
Renault's American director says he believes it possible to sell 90,000 
cars (about 14 of company’s total). . . . Dauphine this year gets a 
compression boost to 8 to 1; engine has new ignition with vacuum 
advance and retard. Dauphine Gordini, with hotter head, four-speed 
gearbox, now produced at rate of 30 a day; price reduction in France 
may be reflected here. . . . Following Peugeot-Renault sales agree- 
ment last spring, Peugeot hopes to expand its import sales. Citroén 
and Panhard are linked financially, but lack of a good sales organiza- 
tion is said to be a drawback. . . . Simca distributors in the U.S. 
intend to fight Chrysler's recent taking over of Simca distribution. 
Chrysler, which now owns 25 per cent of Simca, is facing law suits 
from the 10 franchised distributors. They claim, in effect, that the 
Chrysler-Simca deal is a unilateral agreement which cannot void 
written and oral contracts already in force between the Simca factory 
and themselves. Simca Auto Sales Inc., distributor for Southern 
California, Arizona and part of Nevada, has already filed a damage 
suit in excess of $8 million. In a letter to their 75 dealers, they 
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stated that they “plan to be a Simca distributor for a long time to 
come.” Apparently the nine other distributors concur. 


GERMANY Mercedes-Benz dominates scene in Germany this month 
with news of the 190 Diesel and the 220-SE. 190-D has in-line four 
with overhead cam and Daimler-Benz combustion chamber. Output 
is 55 hp at 4000 rpm. Speed in gears is reported to be higher than 
the 180-D. . . . 220-SE is a version of 220-S, with difference in 
engine. It is in-line six, but has intermittent injection into carburetor 
intake ports. Result is reported 12 per cent increase in acceleration 
over 220-S. Top speed not increased. . . . Volkswagen swings into 
its 20th year of production with claims of having built nearly 2.5 
million cars, achieving lst place in U.S. imported car sales, and 
being fourth largest world seller. In 1957, VW’s biggest year, 
470,589 “people’s cars” rolled off the lines. . . . And Lloyd aims 
its guns on the lucrative market with the announcement of the 1959 
Alexander “TS,” manufacture of which has just begun. Hp has been 
raised to 29 by a compression boost from 6.6 to 7.2 to 1, bigger 
valves and ports. Major exterior modification is new grille. 


ENGLAND Events and developments in England indicate no let-up 
in push to maintain lead in European car production. Rover has 
announced its Three-Liter as “the most powerful Rover since the 
war.” New car has wrap-around windshield, big glass areas and 
larger trunk. Front structure carrying engine, steering and front 
suspension is detachable, insulated from the body by rubber. Trans- 
mission is manual four-speed with optional Laycock-de Normanville 
overdrive, or Borg-Warner fully automatic. Front suspension is new, 
using wishbones and laminated torsion bars. Brakes are Girling with 
two trailing shoes at front, and vacuum servo assistance. . . . Hillman 
reports a boost to 1494cc, with an axle ratio change from 4.78 to 
4.55 to 1, reducing engine revs for a given road speed. Clutch is 
larger, first and reverse gear ratios are changed to bring them closer 
to other ratios in the box. Externally, new Minx has a new. all- 
chrome grille, side moldings which give a new dividing line for 
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BUILD-IT-YOURSELF TYPHOON 


Heavy taxes in England are leading to a growing Build-It- 
Yourself movement, especially among sportscar enthusiasts. 
Newest idea is the Typhoon, shown here with four occupants. 
Frame components are low-cost British Ford mechanical 
parts. Independent front suspension is achieved by cutting 
the Ford Popular axle, pivoting the two halves at the center 
and using the normal radius arms in conjunction with 
Armstrong coil springs and telescopic shocks. Kit is offered 
without engine, gearbox, driveshaft, rear axle, wheels and 
brakes. Body consists of 11 moldings in Fiberglas, including 
floor and front and rear bulkheads. Two versions will be 
available: a two-seater on an 87-inch wheelbase, and a 
four-seater similar to prototype (below) on a 97-inch 
wheelbase. 
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LLOYD ALEXANDER “TS” 2-DOOR SEDAN 


ALFA ROMEO GIULIETTA SPRINT COUPE 





2.6-LITER HUMBER SUPER SNIPE 


color combinations, new tail lights and trunk lid mounts. Seats and 
instrument panel have been redesigned. . . . New Austin A-40, 
body by Farina, is a cross between a sedan and station wagon and 
features enlarged luggage space with rear seat backrest that folds 
flat. Powered by the A-35 engine, car is longer, lower and wider and 
has bigger brakes. Austin agents already carry stocks of spare parts. 
Running weight, at 1596 pounds dry, is a little above that of the 
A-35 sedan but below that of two-door Morris Minor and the A-35 
station wagon. . . . Humber Super Snipe for next year again adds 
a luxury sedan to Rootes passenger car range. Basic structure is same 
as Humber Hawk, which already offers as much passenger and lug- 
gage space as any European car. Engine is six-cylinder, 2651lcc ohv, 
delivering 112 hp on a moderate compression ratio of 7.5 to 1. 
Super Snipe clutch is hydraulically operated, new three-speed gear- 
box has synchromesh on all ratios. Optional extra is a Laycock-de 
Normanville overdrive operated on 2nd and 3rd, giving five for- 
ward speeds. . . . Look for new Lotus coupe sportscar, expected to 
overcome objections to current Lotus models competing in Gran 
Turismo events.. . Grille, trim, and rear window changes for Ford 
Anglia and Prefect probably will be disclosed opening day of London 
Motor Show. . . . Jaguar expected to display new Mark IX sedan 
with 3.8-liter engine, Dunlop disc brakes, at London Show. Com- 
pany now offers disc brakes, optional, for 2.4 and 3.4 sedans, sup- 
plied only to cars with knock-off wheels. 2.4 available with Borg- 
Warner gearbox, has same oval grille as 3.4 and XK-150. A few 
XK-SSs may be in production, handbuilt, toward year-end. . . . Also 
at show, George Abecassis’ latest French Facel Vega sports coupe 
with V8, 360-hp engine; David Brown, Abecassis’ father-in-law, 
expected to show new Aston-Martin GT with 3.7-liter engine, Super- 
leggera body by Carrozzeria Touring of Milan. . . . Plastic-bodied 
economy cars in Show will be Opperman Unicar sedan and Frisky 
Sprint. . . . Vauxhall scotched rumors GM plans to produce Victor 
in U.S., although exports have zoomed to 3000 a month, a 200 
per cent increase over start of program last year. . . . Kieft factory 
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ROVER 3-LITER SEDAN 


now developing new 1100cc Climax-engined sports-racing car with 
space frame, co spring independent front and rear suspension. 


ITALY Business at Osca has never been so good. Complete year’s 
production of the Maserati brothers sports-racing cars is sold. Latest 
project is an all-out effort to beat Porsche. Attempt will be made 
with a new desmodromic-valve engine and an ultra-light car. Osca 
also toying with open wheel single-seaters for Formula II, one car 
with rear engine. . . . Strong possibility for next year is for Ferrari 
to adopt desmodromic valves. Production has ended on their 250 
Testa Rossas and all cars are sold, making good used ones valuable. 
First Ferraris with Dino V6 engines to go on public sale will be 
1500cc version. Don’t expect two-liter models until 1960. 














SIMCA ARONDE AND ARIANE 


The new Simca “sisters” are the Aronde and the Ariane, at 
right. The Aronde (lower photo) wears two-tone color, a 
mid-section trimline, accented wrap-around rear window 
and other manifestations of domestic styling. The larger 
Ariane (upper photo) also incorporates stateside design 
features, is powered by a V8 engine of 2.3-liter displacement, 
or can be obtained at less expense with a four-cylinder 
1290cc engine similar to the one used in the different-bodied 
Aronde. Front seats recline to horizontal position. 


TALBOT-LAGO AMERICA 


The Talbot-Lago America sports coupe (below), made in 
Suresnes, France, is scheduled for a 10-cars-per-month dis- 
tribution on the West Coast. Engine is BMW 2.5-liter V8, 
developing 125 hp at 5000 rpm, fed by two duplex Zenith 
carburetors. Built on a tubular steel frame with independent 
front wheel suspension, the America is luxuriously trimmed 
with leather upholstery and leathered-covered dash. Rear 
window is widely curved, and fender hump at rear adds 
an unusual touch, along with side window treatment. Price 
is around $7600. 
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MERCEDES-BENZ 220-SE FUEL INJECTED ENGINE 
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Now you can have the world’s finest deluxe 
deep gloss paint job for only $49.95. (No 
extra charge for sanding, masking, rust 
proofing, etc.) Our FOSTORIA gold plated 
100,000 watt dust-proof oven pictured above 
permanently bakes on the paint. You can 
choose from our 5000 distinctive colors to make 
your car look new again. We can give you one-day 
service and arrange convenient terms. Call Infra 

Red today and you'll be proud of your car 
tomorrow. We also specialize in body and 
fender work. Free estimates. 


INFRA RED AUTO PAINTING CO. 





s Angeles 


Glendale 


6717 San Fernand 








NEW Vest Pocket .22 . . . . $12.95 
Brand new 1959 Mode! 6-shot German revolver that sells 
in the $28-34 range. A tight, accurate, well-made piece. 
22” Bbi. 5” overall. Fires popular Winch., Rem., West- 
ern, Peters .22 short ammo. Features side gate loading, 
screw-in ejector rod. Has steel rifled barrel with blade 
front sight. Excel. for target, plinking or defense. 10- 
day money-back guarantee. Only $12.95. COD’s require 
$6.50 deposit. Leather holster $2.25. Shipped FOB, Los 
Angeles express charges collect. Send cash, check or 
M.0. Calif. Res. add 4% state tax. 
SEAPORT TRADERS, INC., Dept. MT-11 
409 E. 12th St., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 


REUPHOLSTER with a BRUSH! 





rey *henew dull, faded, worn 

. leather or viny! plastic up- 
hoistery. Car, plane or boat 
Seats, headliners, sioepan 
els will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 





new or used interiors You 
can change color too! easi- 
ly applied brush of spray 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


SOTE 
RAM@, 


impregnates 
leather or vinyl plastic up- 


(not a paint) 


holstery. Won't chip or 
peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 
Use on home & lawn furni- 
ture. Write for free informa- 
tion, color chart, and dealer 
location. 

RAMCOTE. 1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicago 21, lll., Dept. MT-11 


ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Perfect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


© Orders shipped same day received. 
Ask for part needed by year and make. 


FINISHES 

Restores — Colors 

Protects Leathe 
Leatherette or 
Vinyl Plastic 





@ Write, wire or phone John Fisher, 
WeEbster 3-5911 
HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 

















CLASSICOMMEN TS 


by Robert J. Gottlieb Classic Car Editor 


y° NEVER CAN TELL where you will find 
classic cars or parts. Recently in Oklahoma 
City I observed a couple of hot rodders 
towing their dragsters to a meet (page 66). 
Each trailer was equipped with genuine 
Bugatti wheels. No doubt Bugatti. enthusiasts 
somewhere in the country are dying to locate 
these. Oh, well—so it goes. 


The association of the Classic Car Club 
of Southern California and the Classic Car 
Club of America is now completed. This 
surprise movement should benefit everyone 
directly or indirectly connected with our 
hobby. The Southern California club will be 
a quasi-regional group. 


One of the greatest boons to enthusiasts 
is the annual swap meet. Most clubs hold one 
of more meets during the year to permit 
members to acquire needed parts and sell 
unwanted parts. At a recent swap meet of the 
Model T Club at Long Beach, Calif., I saw 
a Parts Interchange Book change hands for 
only 50c. This valuable Parts Interchange 
Book contains numerous lists of parts from 
one make of vehicle that can be substituted 
on another. For example, under King Pin 
Bushings will be a list of all bushings to fit 
the car in question. You might find six or 
seven different makes of cars using the same 
carburetor. You can imagine how much easier 
it is to look for a part that was used on five 
or six different makes rather than being 
restricted to a “front wheel bearing for a "33 
Packard.” 


One reader has asked whether he should 
pay $200 for a cherry Darrin-Packard still 
in the hands of the original purchaser. Of 
course! Another reader asks whether he 
should pay $650 for a rusted LaSalle. Why? 


While on the subject of letters, we re- 
ceive so many that it is impossible to answer 
but a fraction of them. We again request 
any reader desiring a personal reply to en- 
close a self-addressed and stamped (4c now) 
envelope. Please be brief and phrase the 
questions in such a manner that the original 
letter can be returned with check marks 
indicating the correct answers. As an example: 
“Is the car classic, semi-classic, special in- 
terest, ordinary?”” We can check mark the 
appropriate answer and quickly reply to a 
letter of this nature. 


To the reader who feels hopelessly lost 
because he cannot buy a battery cable long 
enough to replace the original 16-foot length: 
Cable is manufactured in 100-foot lengths, 
so you can buy a length to meet your needs 
and then have the connections soldered in 
place on each end. If you can’t obtain the 
cable in the desired length, bolt together 
two or three of the longest cables available. 
With a temporary repair like this thoroughly 
insulate the connections so that they don’t 
short out. 


Every bit as important as condition in 
determining value of a classic is body style. 
After many years of pro and con arguments, 
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the rule is pretty well established that a 
sedan or closed car may be classic as well 
as an open-bodied car, though in some in- 
stances an open model is considered classic 
while a closed car of the same model is non- 
classic. Investigate carefully before investing 
more money in a car than it may be worth. 

Another general rule is that the closed 
model (with rare exceptions) is never as 
desirable as a similar open-bodied model. 
This preference is reflected in the prices of 
comparable cars. Throughout the country the 
average open-bodied car is worth from 40 
per cent to double or triple the value of a 
closed car. There is no doubt about it— 
owners of sedans and coupes have a much 
rougher time selling than owners of con- 
vertibles. 


A prospective Cord enthusiast complains 
that while driving a front-wheel-drive Cord, 
more steering wheel pressure is required 
when accelerating, less when decelerating. 
He requests a solution to the mechanical 
problem. There is none—at least as far as 
the Cord is concerned. This is characteristic 
of all front-wheel-drive Cords: 


Lewis C. Markley of Ardmore, Okla., 
winner of our “Definition of a Classic Con- 
test,’ (Nov. '55 MT), writes to tell us: 

“In case you and your readers are wonder- 
ing what happened to thé MT Classic Car, 
I am enclosing these photos, taken after it 





came out of the paint shop (my garage). 

“The restoration is taking longer than had 
been anticipated due to limited spare time, 
but I believe it will be completed within 
the next year. The color is egg-shell white, 
which is very close to the original color. The 
body was found to be in excellent condition 
and required little repair. 

“Most of the plating is done, but I still 
have the top and upholstery work to do. 
The car is drivable and still runs well.” 


The stumper of the month involves trans- 
missions that jump out of gear. Normally 
this would indicate worn teeth, but in three 
recently observed instances the gears did 
not appear to be bad enough to cause this. 
The transmission grease was removed and the 
cases refilled with SAE-40 engine oil. In 
each instance this cured the problem. If you 
have any thoughts as to why this works, we 
would like to hear them. This solution is 
worth a try on any car with a similar defect, 
providing the transmission does not show a 
heavy concentration of metal particles in the 
old grease. 
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MT Goes To... BONNEVILLE 


§ SUN AND SPEED! That’s Bonneville each year during the last 
week in August. Occasionally, as this year, there is rain too, 
but it seldom dampens the spirits of the world’s most enthusiastic 
members of the speed fraternity. This was the 10th anniversary of 
the Southern California Timing Association’s National Speed Trials 
on the salt and it was an outstanding year. Nearly every type of 
entry broke 200 mph including streamliners, lakesters, modified 
roadsters, a stock-bodied sedan, competition coupe and amazingly 
enough, a stock-bodied roadster. 

It was the year that two streamliners—Chet Herbert's car and the 
Mickey Thompson-Fritz Voigt entry—were knocking at the door of 
the magic 300-mph mark. Neither made it but both have the 
potential to do it next year. 

In an out-of-the-way corner of Utah, the Bonneville Salt Flats are 
unique in that this is the only place in the free world where such 
speeds may be attained in relative safety. Combined with the SCTA, 
a pioneering speed group, Bonneville produces significant results, 
important engineering-wise to every motorist. 



























Photos by Bob D’Olivo 



















Superchargers of all types were in abundance. Class D modified roadster of S$ s Brothers Driver of Eelco Special waits in pits under 
This one, in a Chrysler-powered roadster, is had blown Chrysler engine, turned blistering welcome shelter tarp before driving 172.74 mph. 
an aircraft cabin pressurizer from a new jet. 227.12 mph in one-way run and set new record. Cockpit is in nose; windshield has no function. 








Crosley-bodied coupe wasn’t fastest on salt but These two Chrysler engines gave Mickey Thomp- A stock-bodied roadster moves down the salt in 
owner Clarence Everett did 127.11, plans to son national ch ionship, two new records— a scene which typifies Bonneville’s broad ex- 


rr 


return next year with something new, faster. 286.852 one way; average of 266.866 mph.  panse. Oil stripes mark course for nine miles. 





1958 
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Vesco Dinkins’ extremely narrow streamliner 
did 180.36, was voted the best engineered car. 


Tom Beatty’s blown Olds lakester ran 236.51 
mph. In past he has entered flathead engines. 


Chrysler engine in Studebaker pushed Kamboor, 
SanChez, Ansen Special to amazing 210.40 mph. 








( 


y 









der Beautiful e ple of lakester class car in which A supercharged DeSoto engine put out enough Superchargers appear in strange positions. GMC 
ph. driver reclines. This one with supercharged hp to push this Bakersfield, Calif. stock-bodied unit mounted vertically on the Enderle Hard- 


Cadillac turned 239.84 mph, best in class D. roadster to a class record 209.249-mph average. ware roadster permits variable ratio gears. 















Supercharged Mercury in Teverbaugh and Kirk- Chet Herbert's streamliner carried three Cor- Herbert's car flashes through traps at 272.93 
land’s Fiberglas sportscar turned 163.93 mph. vette engines displacing 1000 cubic inches, mph. Driver Dave Ryder was new to salt and 
Drag parachute was not needed on long course. over 1000 hp. Team had prettiest pit member. streamliners, did outstanding handling job. 
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M TIONAL DRAGS 


Jnacine 500 HIGHLY MODIFIED automobiles gathered together for 
one purpose—accelerating at the quickest possible rate from a 
standing start to the end of a quarter-mile dragstrip. Sounds incredible 
but that was the number of entrants at the fourth annual National 
Championship Drag Races in Oklahoma City this year. Ending on 
Labor Day, four days of speed sponsored by the National Hot Rod 
Association brought together an eye-opening collection of machinery 
in 25 classes. Only a few cars there were suited for street use; most 
were single purpose machines—weird and wonderful—displaying 
the amazing ingenuity of their builders. 

Most spectacular at any drag meet are the dragsters—strictly a 
development of this popular sport. Over 100 were entered this year, 
largest group ever assembled. They are little more than frame rails 
with engines and drivers mounted well aft. 

Here are a few highlights of the 1958 Nationals. Our only regret 
is that we can’t include the heartbeat of the drags—the ear-splitting 
noise and blazing acceleration. 





\ 2 


% 





Ted Cyr, partners B. Hopper and J. Dunsmore. engine in cockpit. Vision is through grille. of the meet—156.25 mph and 9.98 seconds E.T. 


. 7 


* 
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- 
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¥ - 
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Sam Steed, left, awards Maremont truck and Modified roadster appears driverless, actually Art Arfons’ 1710-cubic-inch Alllison-engined 
Champion Spark Plug trophy to top eliminator conceals pilot Don Mitchell under hood with Green Monster gets slow start, posted top speed 
f 





Howard Cam dragster, neor side, has twin Front suspension of best E.T. car (9.56 seconds) Belt driven GMC blower on ‘58 Chrysler pushed 
Chevy engines, is running against Cyr and appears fragile and spidery, actually combines Cyr and Hopper’s new dragster to elapsed time 
Hopper’s blown Chrysler which had best E.T. light weight, strength and ease of handling. record. Their other entry was top eliminator. 
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Howard Cam car has twin Chevrolet engines A pair of four-bangers get off the line. Near 
close. Center exhaust angles side car was class champion, turned 99 mph 
with Model B Ford engine out of dirt track car. 


Class X dragsters (four-cylinder engines) were 
joined by this unusual entry named Jeet with placed very 
‘49 Jeep mill. Owner is Oklahoma Jeep dealer. straight up. Car lost a wheel during one run. 
_ Pm ~ % 
® ” ae © ie 


Bs Y 


en, * 


Car 350 driven by LeRoy Mackey, Corpus Christi, is thinly disguised 
dragster, normally runs as one. Owner installed ‘32 Bantam body; 
‘56 Chrysler-powered car won class A coupe championship, 135.13 mph. 


Unique seating position of modified roadsters is designed to keep 
weight back for better traction. Car 495, driven by Charles Kleckner, 
Great Neck, L.I., class champion, set speed record of 113.49 mph. 


Photos by Bob D’Olivo (Motor Sports Pictorial Contest will resume next month.) 


Nationals attract entrants from every part of 
U.S. This car from Greenland, N.H. was elim- 
inated in class B, won long distance award. 


Unusual class A coupe has J.C. Hollish of Akron 
sitting in streamlined nose attached to ‘31 Ford 
body which holds ‘55 Oldsmobile engine at rear. 


Exhaust stacks coming from four-cylinder Model 
B Ford engine would seem to offer loud sere- 
nade to driver Jerold Agrima, of Harlingen, Tex. 
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MOTOR TREND’S 


SPORTSCAR QUARTERLY 


WINTER EDITION 













































Star feature of the third issue of this fast-rising maga- 
zine is “52 Years with Alfa,” a colorful history of the 
now-retired “Unbeatable” of racing. Another top 
win-maker, the Maserati team, explains its aim in 
concentrating on victories rather than commercial 
potential. Stylist Bob Cumberford gets into the sports- 
car designing act by presenting his sketches for three 

“Ultimate’’ sportscars—for competition, for fun and 

for luxury. And ‘Behind the Bamboo Curtain’ takes 

you on a thrill-taut motor trip through Burma, a jour- 
ney threatened by bandits, guerrilla warfare and 

other dangerous obstacles. 


50¢ AT NEWSSTANDS NOVEMBER 6! 


World's Finest 
SPORTSCAR 


‘ Reading / 


LOOK FOR THESE BOOKS 
AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 


(or mail 
coupon 
today) 


SPORTSCAR SPECIALS 


The most complete book on Specials available today! Out- 
standing features galore: Ken Miles’ rundown on all the 
famous specials he’s built and raced; Portfolio of 30 Spe- 
cials — truction thods of each, components etc.; 
Bodywork for Specials — includes information on the alu- 
minum body as prepared by Sutton, Scott, Scagletti; 
Stirling Moss’ Dream Special — champion racer incorpo- 
rates components of his choice into an incredible ‘dream’ 
car; Factory Specials — presents heretofore unpublished 
photos of one-of-a-kind competition machines undergoing 
factory construction. Hundreds of fine pictures. 


75¢ AT NEWSSTANDS IN DECEMBER! 





SPORTS CARS ANNUAL 


Every sports car enthusiast and every spectator who thrills 
to the agile sports cars of today will want this book. It's 
the most complete book on the subject ever published, 
with definitions of true sports cars and other sports car 
types, the mechanical requirements of a real sports car— 
chassis, engines, wheels and tires; performance char- 
acteristics of sports cars—speed, acceleration, balance, 
steering; how to select a sports car; maintenance, tuning, 
modifying; elements of sports car driving. Activities for 
all, from rallies gymkhanas and the concours d’elegance 


te racing techniques, champions, and a catalog of marques. 


75¢ AT NEWSSTANDS NOW! 
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Petersen Publishing Co. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


, for which send me the following: 


[_] SPORTSCAR QUARTERLY—Winter Edition @ 60¢ each 


(includes postage etc.) 





[_] SPORTSCAR (_] SPORTSCARS 


ANNUAL 


@ 85¢ each 
(includes postage etc.) 
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Handy 
Hints 


by Rodger Darling 


“CAVITATION’—An uncommon word for a 
common cooling system problem. If flow of 
water is cut down by clogged radiator, 
sludged block, stuck thermostat or soggy 
hose, the fast-running water pump will get 
less water than it demands, causing a partial 
vacuum (or “cavitation”) on the inlet side 
of the pump. Because the pressure at this 
point will be less than atmosphere, boiling 
will occur here (and anti-freeze will be 
vaporized) even though the engine is oper- 
ating at a safe 180°! Also, coolant-wasting 
air may be sucked in, hoses collapse, etc. . . . 
all good reasons to clean cooling system and 
replace soggy hoses before adding anti-freeze. 


WEATHERPROOF GARAGE DOOR—Does wind, 
snow and trash blow in under your overhead 
garage door? Here’s how to make your door 
fit tight with a draft-stopping weather-strip 
that will (1) shape itself to an uneven floor; 


Door 
(ie 








Bloor oo. 
(2) prevent paint-peel and wood-rot caused 
by door sitting on damp floor; (3) cushion 
door against noise, splintering and glass 
breakage from slamming down onto floor. 
Just slit a length of hose and nail it to the 
bottom edge of the door as shown. 


SMOKE SIGNALS—Before “closed-car season” 
comes, you'll want to check your muffler and 
exhaust system this easy way: Stuff a rag 
over the tail-pipe while a friend dribbles 
a spoonful or two of light oil or upper-lube 
into the carburetor throat and guns the 
engine. Smoke will show you joints that 
need tightening and holes that mean patch- 
ing or replacement. Exhaust leaks create 
noise, monoxide danger and real “puzzlers,” 
such as brake trouble when leaking exhaust 
heats hydraulic line, or low mileage caused 
by fuel vaporized when hot exhaust blo~s 
against the gas tank. 


“SEARCHING ACTION”’—That’s what they call 
the tendency of permanent-type anti-freeze 
to seep through radiator hose and pump 
connections that are water-tight. This pene- 
trating effect may also loosen particles of 
scale or sediment to uncover unexpected 
leaks. Which, of course, is why you: (1) 
Flush the cooling system before adding anti- 
freeze. (2) Check all connections for leaks. 
(3) Look from time to time for “sneak 
leaks” that may be making your “permanent” 





anti-freeze not so permanent. 


68 MOTOR TREND/NOVEMBER 1958 











ee Fe SS + - ee SS ee 


-_= 









id for a 
flow of 
radiator, 
r ~soggy 
will get 
1 partial 
let side 
at this 
boiling 
will be 
is oper- 
wasting 
| re 
em and 
i-freeze. 


§ wind, 
verhead 
ur door 
1er-strip 
»n floor; 


> caused 
cushion 
d glass 
o floor. 
t to the 


season” 
fler and 
f a rag 
dribbles 
per-lube 
ins the 
its that 
1 patch- 

create 
izzlers,” 
exhaust 
- caused 
t blo-s 


hey call 
ti-freeze 
pump 
is pene- 
icles of 
xpected 
u: (1) 
ng anti- 
3 leaks. 
“sneak 
nanent” 











F WABUY YOUR NEXT 
7 CAR WHOLESALE 


Questions and Answers 














What is it—Best Car Buys is a listing service . . . a publication 





































which is sent you every six weeks. It is an organized effort to CURRENT BEST CAR BUYS 

— to e “7s “eye ? — throughout the United . 
tates a list of new and used cars that you may purchase at 

dealers wholesale or below . . . it is an organized effort to Year Make Full Price 


screen from thousands of current wholesale buys the very best 


ones and present them fo you in published form, describing $ 
the car... the equipment... the price . . . the address of 
the seller and complete instructions for buying wholesale. eee 2 


But how can | buy wholesale . . . | am not a dealer! True, 


many of these cars can be bought only through a licensed 

dealer so we have arranged for a licensed dealer to buy them T gs 7 > ( a 0 4 $550 
for you. You will be given a registered number and card which 

will be submitted each time you wish to make a purchase... io om 


it's as simple as that. 


What type of cars will | be able to buy wholesale! Practically 
every make and model .. . NEW and USED . . . American and 
Foreign . . . New cars ordered to your specifications . . . Used 
cars from the 1950 models through the 1958's . . . sedans, eee 


hardtops, wagons, convertibles, trucks, even cars from over- 


seas... direct to you. $ 
Where do these cars come from! The giant auto wholesalers 
who sell large volumes of cars to the used car dealers... ee 


private company fleets who sell every one or two years... 
distressed new and used car dealers who must reduce inven- 


fory . . . car leasing agencies . . . car rental agencies who $ 
may sell a car after four months of use but usually after ten 

to twelve months. Federal, State, County and City agencies eee 
who dispose of cars by bid. . . fleet brokers. 


What is wrong with these cars .. . they are so cheap! What at 
first may seem like a gimmick can be explained if you under- 
stand the sound business principle behind these prices. First 
of all, remember these are not retail prices, in fact many are 
below the average wholesale and are exceptional buys for the 
car dealer as well as for you. These cars are normally sold 
only to the car dealer for resale on his lot and if you didn’t 
know how and where fo buy direct you _ end up buying 
one of these same cars from his lot and be paying him a 

profit instead of making one for yourself. The fact that you JOIN NOW AND BUY WHOLESAL 


can buy some of these cars below their actual wholesale value 





Approximately 1500 of these are available with standard or automatic transmis- 
sions, some have power steering, all 1957 Fords, Chevs, Plymouths are guaranteed 
not to have bad transmissions, bent chassis, broken windows, major body dents and 
all are in good running condition. Price is at point of sale. Delivery charge depends 
on distance, maximum approximately $75. Cars may be inspected by yourself or an 
appointed mechanic. Prices taken from a current issue of Best Car Buys at the time 
this advertisement was prepared. 














is not be th ked or di d but b th 
on ‘usually fet cars and are sol under @ different ‘an MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES 
than the buying and selling of single units. 1. FULL YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION TO BEST CAR BUYS (9 issues) 


As an example let us examine a typical situation where the 


fleet user is an insurance company who buys 300 cars each 2. WHOLESALE PURCHASING SERVICE AND MEMBERSHIP 


year. To begin with they buy from the dealer who gives them CARD 
the lowest bid . . . these prices are usually $25.00 to $50.00 


over the dealers wholesale. After the company has purchased 3. WHOLESALE PRICING SERVICE (DEALERS WHOLESALE ~ 
these cars they set up a tax depreciation on each car whic 

will allow them fo sell this car at the end of one or two years COSTS FOR THE 1959 MODEL CARS) 

for a very small sum compared to its current market value 
yet justify this loss or depreciation from a tax standpoint... . 


this is the first explanation. When the company is ready to buy 
another fleet the dealer who sells the new cars is rarely in a 2 ‘ Our Guarantee 
financial position or willing to take 300 used cars in trade | This service must save you at least ten times its cost on the purchase of a car, listed 


on a gross profit of $25:00 a car. Therefore, the insurance or requested or we will refund you ten times its cost. Dealers excepted. 


company must dispose of their own cars and this is usually 
done through the giant middleman or fleet broker who will BE Ss T C ARB U Y Ss 
BEST CAR BUYS 








bid and buy the entire fleet. Since his success is dependent 
= buying and selling as fast as possible. . . y that he can In the Nation BOX 331 — MTA — BERKELEY, CALIF. 
release his working capital for future bids . . . he sells price 
... for he knows that this is the only way he can unload these 1959 WMembenrshife $5.00 


cars fast enough . . . his outlook on the car market is how 
much can he make on his investment in how short a time. . . 














not what the market potential is for a single car. His formula ore —_ 

is simple . . . he divides the total number of cars into total 

price he pays the insurance company and adds a profit suita- ADDRESS 

ble for his risk investment and this is the price all 300 cars 

will be sold for. . . a very democratic action since among i £ B CITY po RRS, | eek 
these three hundred cars some may be driven 9000 miles Enclosed is my $5.00 Membership Subscription Fee, dated 





while others may be driven 40,000. You see it will be possi- 
ble for you to benefit tremendously from this system. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON DETROIT 


continued from page 14 






0” OF THE SPECIAL FEATURES OF GM’S Firebird III includes a 
stick topped by a wing-shaped handle (lower right), which 
is the car's single control. Push the “Unicontrol” forward, the car 
goes forward; push it sideways, it goes in that direction; pull it back, 
the car stops. The stick is located between the two seats and takes 
the place of steering wheel, brake, and accelerator. 

The seven fins, so GM tells us, serve as aerodynamic stabilizers, 
and also surround the Whirlfire gas turbine engine of 225 hp. This 
engine is similar in design to the earlier Firebird but is simpler, 
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More Details on GM'S FIREBIRD lil 





gives 25 per cent more fuel economy and weighs 25 per cent less. 

Possibly the most interesting feature of the Firebird I]]—from 
the standpoint of what you might see in a year or two—is the 10-hp 
constant-speed accessory drive engine mounted in the front. This 
engine provides electrical and hydraulic power for the many acces- 
sories, but here’s what's important: it’s made of aluminum, uses a 
cast integral head, has a compression ratio of 11 to 1, and does not 
use cylinder liners. Though the Firebird may never reach the produc- 
tion stage, such an engine is sure to—and not too long from now. 
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WILL THE PRO’S GO? 


First USAC sportscar race at Lime Rock makes history 


and insures big-time road racing in the U.S. 


ow SPORTSCAR RACING go profes- 
sional in the U.S.? This provocative 
question has engendered many a heated dis- 
cussion in American racing circles over the 
years since the rebirth of the sport in 1949. 
Now, a decade later, the first fully-sanctioned 
(by the United States Auto Club, or USAC) 
professional sportscar race has been success- 
fully run at Lime Rock Park in the rolling 
hills of Connecticut. The historic date was 
Sunday, September 7th, when a crowd of 
approximately 8000 saw affable George 
Constantine from Southbridge, Mass. roar a 
factory-fresh 3.9-liter Aston Martin DBR-2 
around the snaking Lime Rock circuit for an 
undisputed victory over a starting field of 15 
other potent machines. 

Popular, hard-working John Fitch, the 
man behind the scene at Lime Rock, deserves 
major credit for this important sports mile- 
stone. Racing veteran Fitch, an outspoken 
long-time advocate of sportscar professional- 
ism, convinced USAC officials that Lime 
Rock should host the first pro race, then 
proceeded to personally phone or wire nearly 
every big-name driver in and out of the 
country soliciting entries—meanwhile jug- 
gling a bushel of rules and paperwork rela- 
tive to the event itself. 


FROM THE OUTSET Fitch was faced with nu- 
merous problems. Some two-dozen noise- 
conscious Connecticut citizens brought court 
action against Lime Rock Park in an abortive 
attempt to close down the circuit before the 
big race, but this was legally waylaid. The 
Grand Prix of Italy, at Monza (run that 
same Sunday) claimed the able services 
of pros Phil Hill and Masten Gregory— 
and several other supporting name drivers 
(Carroll Sheiby, Troy Ruttman, Ak Miller, 
Jim Rathmann, etc.) were unable to make 
the list due to other commitments. When 
the engine for Dan Gurney’s 4.7 Maserati 
was lost in Customs while enroute to owner 
Temple Buell, Gurney became a last-minute 
scratch. And even the car Fitch himself hoped 
to drive, a fast new Lister-Corvette, was still 
being road-tested in England. 

Weather predictions were dour. Even 
Mother Nature seemed to have joined the 
enemy camp—as the sky was ominously 
overcast during Saturday's practice and qual- 
ifying time trials. (Under Connecticut law 
no racing is permitted in the rain.) How- 
ever, 10 cars and drivers managed to qualify 
for lead positions for the following after- 
noon’s all-out 100-lap event — while six 
others passed Technical Inspection for Sun- 
day’s practice and a place on the starting 
grid. Bad luck notwithstanding, at least half 
of the competing drivers could be considered 
“names.” The list was equally divided be- 
tween well-known road racing and track 
drivers. Representing the road racing con- 
tingent: California’s Bruce Kessler, who won 
his class at the last Sebring enduro; big 
George Constantine, a familiar figure in 
eastern sportscar events; Bob Said. a tough 


by William Nolan 


veteran who started an impressive comeback 
by a class-winning sweep last year at Nas- 
sau; and Art Bunker, of Kansas City, Mo.— 
known for his work behind the wheel of a 
Porsche Spyder. The track chauffeurs incuded: 
Marshall Teague, two-time USAC stock car 
champion from Florida—with three appear- 
ances at Indianapolis to his credit; Rodger 
Ward, another stock car champion (1951); 
Ed Johnson, a veteran of six Indy 500s; and 
Lloyd Ruby, dirt-track midget ace. 

Race Day dawned bleak and overcast, with 
brooding rain clouds building rapidly in the 
east—but Fitch and USAC officials were 






ae rigs 


hoping for a clear spot by late afternoon. 
Their hopes grew dimmer with the darken- 
ing sky, and by 3 P.M.—race time—a steady 
drizzle was soaking the nine-turn circuit. 
The rain soon slackened, then stopped. How- 
ever, the track was still very wet. 

At 3:45 P.M., the loudspeaker blared: 
“Would all the cars in the paddock area 
behind the pits please begin driving around 
the course?” The idea was an excellent one; 
the tires would absorb moisture, drying the 
blacktop in short order. 

Just before 5 P.M. (after a short 15-min- 
ute practice session) the competing cars 
rolled out to the line for the first'annual 150- 
mile Lime Rock International Professional 
Sports Car Race for the Amoco Cup. The 
sky was still suspiciously dark and the ques- 
tion was: Would the rain hold off for the 
minimum number of laps necessary to offi- 
cially complete the race? (If called before 
51 laps the entire event would have to be 
restarted the following Sunday. ) 

At the green flag it was Constantine (3.9 
Aston), out-accelerating Kessler (3.5 Fer- 
rari) and Ruby (Maserati-Corvette) down 
the straight, but the Aston tucked in behind 
the Maserati-Corvette around the first turn, 
proceeding to nip into the lead just out of 
the esses. After this Constantine had things 
all his own way and was never to be headed. 

Numerous rear duels, however, were con- 
stantly in progress. Kessler’s Ferrari was 
pasted to Ruby’s tailpipe and Rutan (cut- 
down VW with Porsche Carrera engine), 
Meinhardt, and Art Bunker (RS Spyders) 
were still having at it; while Markelson fin- 
ally passed Teague’s Corvette-engined D-Jag 


AWAY THEY GO—Ruby on outside, Kessler in middle, Constantine at pole. 


with the small agile Testa Rossa. Under a 
brooding gray sky, threatening rain at any 
moment, the in-fighting was fierce and un- 
relenting. (It was carefully noted, however, 
that the five track champions drove cleanly, 
with obvious sportsmanship. This perform- 
ance level was maintained throughout—and 
at no time did the race descend to the fender- 
bashing contest predicted by some critics.) 

Constantine made a small error coming 
into turn 1 on the 5lst lap, and spun the 
green Aston, but he quickly regained the 
groove and continued toward the checker. 
Ruby was still harrying Kessler, only a scant 





car-length separating them. Here, certainly, 
was a fabulous duel. Ruby, fresh from the 
midgets, doing superbly in the big Maserati- 
Corvette and Kessler, still recovering from 
his serious accident at Le Mans, cornering 
the stubborn Ferrari with outstanding skill. 
Track veteran vs. sportscar ace. It was just 
what the crowd had come to see. 

For some 60 laps the duel went on. Then 
the two cars passed the stands nose to nose 
and Kessler was seen to abruptly wave Ruby 
into the first turn ahead of him. Bruce had 
apparently received a slowdown signal from 
his pit; the tired 3.5 could not take this kind 
of beating and finish the race. 

At 6:40 P.M. rain began to blanket the 
twisting circuit—the race was ended at 93 
laps. Smiling broadly in the downpour, 
George Constantine received the checkered 
flag with a winning average of 78.8 mph. 
An exhausted Kessler was second, Alan 
Markelson third. The others in order of 
finish were: Meinhardt, Rutan, Kuhn, Saidel 
(winning the Sportsmanship Award for his 
fine drive in the tiny Jomar) and Herb Swan 
from Cleveland, the only track driver to 
finish the race—eight full laps behind the 
leader. Only half of the 16 competitors had 
been able to finish the punishing grind. 

The first professional USAC sportscar road 
race was over. A total purse of $2750 was 
split by the competitors—with Constantine 
winning, in addition, the Amoco Cup. The 
event was an unqualified success, and there is 
now little doubt in anyone’s mind that de- 
spite much opposition and procrastination 
along the way professional sportscar racing 
is here to stay. 
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VALVE LIFTERS work 


sticking lifters, end 
valve clatter. 


‘ 
de 


BARDAHL: World’s No. 1 Seller-—Available everywhere 


| smoothly, quietly with Bardahl. 
Add one quart of Bardahl to 









409 IT TO YOUR MOTOR Oil 


® REDUCES FRICTION 
® INCREASES POWER 
* FREES RINGS AND VAIY! 
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MOTOR TREND 


for DECEMBER 
Is the new STUDEBAKER 
SMALL CAR as good as 
the RAMBLER? 





new / MERCURY 
CAR EDSEL 
REPORTS: LINCOLN 


DECEMBER MT 


on sale 
NOV. 20 at your newsstand! 











GOOD NEWS TRAVELS FAST 


“Geno” ELECTRIC FUEL PUMP 


For superlative engine performance 


Among sports car fans news about an out- 
standing piece of equipment gets around 
fast. That’s why so many sports cars today 
are equipped with the Bendix* Electric Fuel 
Pump. It makes sense, because the Bendix 
Electric Fuel Pump was designed and built 
for people who demand perfection. If you 
are one of those enthusiasts who insist that a 


Bendix-Elmira 


ECLIPSE MACHINE DIVISION 
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car deliver every last ounce of power and 
performance that was engineered into it, 
then you want to know more about the 
Bendix Electric Fuel Pump. When you’ve 
tried it, you’ll never operate a car without 
it—even if it does cost a little more. (Send 
for illustrated folder.) 


“Candy” 


*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF: 


* ELMIRA, NEW YORK 





What's Your 
Question ? 


“What's the difference 
between rayon 


and nylon tires?” 


tire 

manufacturers make for their products? 
Often the tactics used in competitive adve:- 
tising and publicity campaigns confuse the 
potential buyer to a point where he does not 
know what to believe. In most cases the 
competitors are faced with backing up their 
claims when their product is exposed to the 
tests of the best proving ground in the 


He GOOD ARE THE CLAIMS that 


world, the consumer. Stepped-up research 
and constant improvement to win public 
acceptance invariably result in a_ better 
product. 


One of the strangest contests now going 
on is not so much among the final manu- 
facturers, but between the suppliers of two 
of the important components, nylon and 
rayon. The final decision will have no effect 
on whether milady will wear stockings, 
chemises or girdles of nylon or rayon, but 
which of these man-made threads will make 
the cord for the world’s tires. 

Cotton, which dominated the tire cord 
industry until the early °50s, succumbed 
almost overnight to a superior cord, rayon. 
Continued research over a five-year period 
improved rayon to a point where tire cord 
problems almost vanished. Then a new syn- 
thetic fiber, nylon, entered the tire cord 
picture and began competing for a potential 
annual market of several hundred million 
dollars and a replacement estimated at an 
additional 50 million tires a year. These are 
not penny-ante stakes, and the companies 
involved are among the world’s largest. 

According to DuPont and Chemstrand, 
leading nylon producers, tires built with 
their cord are stronger, safer, and wear longer. 
American Viscose and other rayon manufac- 
turers claim that tires made with rayon cord 
have all the features of nylon and more. 


IN BETWEEN IS THE MOTORIST, pounded on 
all sides by advertising campaigns and tests 
that put tires through all the tortures of 
a Spanish Inquisition. Most of the tests the 
buyer sees paraded before him are spec- 
tacular, lend themselves well to dramatic 
pictorial presentation, but prove very little 
about tire strength or quality. Tire cord 
is the most important component of a 
pneumatic tire because its function is creating 
a fabric cage to which all other components 
are bonded. It is literally the foundation on 
which a tire is built, and as such must 
resist impacts against obstructions, high-speed 
driving heat, and have a reasonable life span. 

Motor Vehicle Research of New Hamp- 
shire undertook to make impartial tests of 
leading brands of both types of tires, match- 
ing as nearly as possible the same “grade” 
of tire in all tests. Five police cars were 
equipped with two rayon and two nylon 
tires of the same grade. Operation robots that 
recorded every moving minute of the vehicles, 
the acceleration and the braking gave daily 
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records of each car. Wheel alignment was 
checked weekly and the tires were rotated 
each 1000 miles to insure uniform exposure 
to wear for each tire on each wheel. When 
the tires had worn smooth the records showed 
no superior wear characteristics for either 
rayon or nylon. 

In further tests, three late-model sedans 
were equipped with 100 level rayon tires and 
as near equal grades of nylon tires. The 
cars were driven in tight circles until the 
tires smoked and then ridden over six-inch- 
high granite curbing imbedded in the test 
track. Impact in most cases was hard enough 
to dent the rim. The tires were then dis- 
sected in the laboratory, cord by cord. Not 
one cord in any of the test tires was broken, 
proving that neither rayon nor nylon can 
claim superiority in impact resistance. 


THE MOST SPECTACULAR TEST conducted by 
Motor Vehicle Research was one of their 
own development called “The Force Resist- 
ance Tire Test.” Compressed air is fed to 
a tire at a rate producing a pressure of 12 
pounds per square inch every 30 seconds 
until the tire bursts. Every brand and grade 
of tire produced in the United States was 
subjected to this test to determine the elas- 
ticity or stretching qualities of the cord, 
with results that left little doubt as to the 
superior stretch strength of rayon cord and 
revealed some startling facts about tire 
standards. In many brands, second- and third- 
line tires out-performed first-grade tires, but 
this is another story. 

Naturally, the tires tested were all of the 
same size, 6.70x15, normally designed to 
operate at pressures of 24 pounds. One brand 
of rayon cord tire resisted a pressure of 300 
pounds per square inch, equivalent to a 
force of 360,000 pounds, before it burst. As 
we said before, this is a very spectacular 
test, but it was the only test in which rayon 
was definitely shown to be stronger than 
nylon. 

Nylon cord tires are much more difficult 
to recap due to the distortion of the cords 
when subjected to the 300° temperatures of 
the tire molds. Concave treads were common 
in retreading until the manufacturer pre- 
conditioned the cords by partially inflating 
the tire during construction. Retreaders still 
have difficulty turning out a first-class job 
on nylon cases. 

The “morning thump” that owners of 
nylon tires experience is a characteristic of 
nylon, which is a thermo-plastic material 
and is affected by heat. The tires, warm from 
driving, develop a flat spot where they cool 
in contact with the pavement. They also 
“grow” as they warm up with driving heat. 
Two matched tires, one nylon, one rayon, 
were mounted on the same dual wheel of a 
test truck. As driving progressed, the nylon 
tire became larger than its companion and 
began to support more and more of the load, 
consequently wearing much faster. 

The undesirable thermo-plastic qualities 
of nylon are being minimized by research 
to a point where “thumping” may soon be a 
thing of the past. This battle to dominate 
the tire cord market will produce some fan- 
tastic development in synthetics, for while 
both of these giants of industry are scuffing 
in the dust of competition, they see, from the 
corner of their eyes, another material used 
successfully by a leading European tire pro- 
ducer—steel wire. jut 









RODS « CUSTOMS « DRAGSTERS « LAKESTERS 






This year’s edition of this ever-popular favorite 
is a “Space Age Special.” The accent is on 
years-ahead thinking in hot rodding, from George 
Barris’ futuristic “World’s Most Beautiful Roadsters” 
to the Space Age Rod Roundup, a photo gallery 
of the sharpest hot rods in America. 
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Or send 85c (covers postage, etc.) to: 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 






75c AT YOUR NEWSSTAND SOON! 







subscriptions tc MOTOR TREND 


at these special low rates: 


$ EACH ADDITIONAL $é 2 
FIRST SUBSCRIPTION 3 SUBSCRIPTION ONLY 


You can't guarantee Santa coming 
down the chimney in the middle of 
summer, but you can give your auto- 
motive-minded friends a present that 
will bring them Christmas cheer 12 
times a year. It's MOTOR TREND, 
tops with car fans all year long! 

You'll be doing your friends a real 
favor, and be getting those shopping 
chores out of the way at the same 
time. You can't give a better all- 
around Christmas gift. It's so ap- 
propriate—anyone interested in the 
news about cars will enjoy MOTOR 
TREND. 

It's easy to give, too—-all you do is 
fill out the handy order form below 
—we take care of all the mailing 
details. We even send a slick gift 
card with your name inscribed, so 
be sure to sign the form. 

Don't forget—you may include your 
own new or renewal subscription at 
the same bargain prices. 


Give gift 





MOTOR TREND Xmas Gift Dept. 5959 Hollywood Bivd., L. A. 28, California 


























Enclosed is $3.00 for one full year subscription and $____ for ______ full year gifts at $2.00 each. 
_] cash () check _] money order 
] NEW name_ - a — - ee — 
O EXTEND address ioe Ainat SERS i ied ” FS Se ae EO ee ne en woe ee 
city * : ee ‘ el ee: oA ee PL See ee 
sign gift card “from_—_—_-__ a Soe AE PE SS Se ER ts HE) 
( NEW I, dmeniittiniaincicintigighiinns — ebn Steam ciin 
CL) EXTEND §$address___~__ . TR © Ae Mane, SOR ed AT. nal 
SS Se ner a | Cl 
Se, a ee eR aS)» eee a Re 3 
(J NEW ee A ee Ae re eee 
ee OMIeRe 2 See ae eee ee AE Pee 
Ee! ee ee 
Fe ae RR, a ee ee eS ae ON ee 
SENDER’S NAME a spuiites secscinsetenw —seetescigcala tidbit bitbeiielsneindtii panei aia 
ADDRESS CR EA Aa a 
CITY scence lO SS Nee 





SPECIAL NOTICE: THIS CHRISTMAS OFFER GOOD ONLY WHEN SENT DIRECT TO PUBLISHER. 
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TRENDS in 


New Products 





(Information below is based on news re- 
leases from the manufacturer or distributor. 
MOTOR TREND has not tested any of the 
specific products listed, and therefore does 
not necessarily endorse them. Tested items 
are featured in our Product Use Tests.) 


AN INTERESTING INSTRUMENT that requires no 
other hook-up than mounting, is the Taylor 
Forecaster-Altimeter for motorists. A pivotal 
base for cowl or dash mounting allows the 
unit to be placed within view of the driver 
or passengers and only one mounting hole 





is needed. A movable scale for setting 
barometric pressure for predicting weather, 
and a scale calibrated for altitude, make it 
a dual-purpose instrument. Priced at $12.50, 


the Barometer-Altimeter comes in_ three 
ranges: 0 to 5000 feet, 0 to 10,000 and 0 to 
15,000. Taylor, of 95 Ames St., Rochester, 
N.Y., suggests that a range suited to the 
average altitude anticipated be selected. 
They are sold through better optical houses, 
and marine and navigation instrument stores. 


A NEW-TYPE BATTERY, called Aut-O-Cel, fea- 
tures replaceable plastic cells which interlock 
to form batteries of all popular sizes and is 
now ready for distribution to car owners. 
The basic cell units are coupled together by 





dovetail joints to form batteries of any current 
rating. In combination, these units serve to 
replace any of the 19 different sizes of 
ordinary batteries used in commercial and 
passenger vehicles, as well as in tractors, 
diesels, boats, radios, powerplants, stationary 
engines, battery-powered vehicles, etc. Ac- 
cording to the manufacturer, battery difficulty 
is the result of the failure of only one cell. 
When the battery fails, good cells must be 
discarded because all are in the same case. 
With Aut-O-Cel the single dead cell is re- 
placeable, saving the difference in battery 
costs. Each cell of the new-type battery is 
guaranteed up to 40 months. For prices and 
other information, write Aut-O-Cel Co., P.O. 
Box 220, Des Moines, lowa. 


A NEW PRECISION RALLY COMPUTER has been 
designed by national Class A rallyist Jim 
Hellen and is now available for those who 
take their rallying seriously. Manufactured 
by the Kearfott Co. of New Jersey, the com- 
puter is an accumulative type instrument 
which provides time data for any distance 
or distance data for any time period. It is 





LOW PROFILE TIRES that are oval in cross- 
section and wider than they are high have 
been announced by United States Rubber Co. 
in Detroit. U.S. engineers claim that the tire, 
with its lower profile, mounted on a 15-inch 
wheel, gives the same overall height as a 
conventional tire mounted on a 14-inch wheel; 


it flexes less than conventional tires, making 
it smooth riding and cooler running with 
greater resistance to side thrust when corner- 
ing. The new tire is made in tubeless form 
only, using tempered nylon cords, and will 
list at $81.20, compared to $86.45 for the 
current U.S. Rubber premium tire. 
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independent of the car with the exception of 
electrical power required for the computer's 
motor. Some of the features include: Con- 
tinuous computation and display of time, 
speed and distance; additive or subtractive 
computations; accumulative display of elapsed 
time and distance traveled; display of next 
rally instruction for mileage and direction. 
The Kearfott Rally Computer graduates time 
in minutes and seconds, speed in mph to the 
nearest 149, and graduates miles to 4y of 
a mile. Cost is $250. Further information 
can be obtained by writing Kearfott Co., Inc., 
1500 Main Ave., Clifton, N.J. 


HERE’S A BOOT for winter wear—in or out 
of the car—good for wearing at races, rallies, 
or just slogging around. Made from water- 





resistant leather with red or natural fleece 
linings, it also has squeegee non-slip rubber 
soles. Available for men and women, sizes 
4 to 12, they are priced at $14.95, plus 45c 
for postage, within the continental U.S. 
Write Fellman, Ltd., 49 W. 43rd St., New 
York 36. 


A NEW GLASS-PACK MUFFLER by Power-Pak 
is designed to give minimum back pressure 
and noise with maximum durability. Power- 





Pak has developed an inner core with diagonal 
louvers similar to firearm silencers to produce 
a quieter tone than usual with this type of 
muffler. A new method of interweaving Fiber- 
glas around the center core is claimed to 
reduce condensation, and 14-gauge steel 
throughout the muffler gives longer life. The 
manufacturer has not set any prices but 
promises they will be competitive. For further 
information write to: Power-Pak, 416 E. 
Olive St., Gardena, Calif. 
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PRODUCT 





Turbo-X Power Booster, an 
air-activated fan, fails to 
increase air flow in test 


P Syesres THE MANY DEVICES offering mo- 
torists amazing improvement in car per- 
formance is one which claims to work on 
the same principle as a supercharger, yet 
requires no outside power and will deliver 
more power, efficiency and economy. 
Essentially, the Turbo-X Power Booster is 
a thin, mushroom-shaped air cleaner claimed 
to be 110 per cent more efficient than the 
factory air cleaner. In the center is a hollow 
core which allows room for the “impeller,” 
a small three-bladed aluminum sand casting 
which, on our testing model, was rather 





badly out of balance. This “impeller” rides 
on the long stud which fastens to the top 
center of the carburetor—ours was a four- 


barrel carb on a new Pontiac Bonneville. 
Drop the Turbo-X over the “impeller,” 
fasten the wing-nut at the top and “have 
the most thrilling ride of your life this 
afternoon,” the manufacturer promised. 

Loading up with Mobilgas Special we 
headed for the dragstrip on the assumption 
that the greater power claimed would mean 
an improvement in quarter-mile speed, 
elapsed time or both. To be absolutely fair, 
we tested the car three ways: with the Turbo- 
X installed, with the factory air cleaner, and 
with no air cleaner. Here are the compara- 
tive times, averaged after three runs: 


W/AIR 
CLEANER NO AIR CLEANER 


W/TURBO-X 
0-45 mph 5.8 sec. 5.8 sec. 6.0 sec. 
060 868.8 8.8 8.9 
Y-mile 17.1 and 85 mph for all three. 
30-50 3.7 3.8 3.6 
45-60 3.2 3.2 3.2 
50-80 8.6 8.8 8.5 


If it wouldn't give more speed and “up 
to 20 more horsepower,” perhaps it might 
give “up to six miles more per gallon—from 
a single 60-second change.” They were right. 
It took us only about 60 seconds to install 
the Turbo-X. But what about that gas mile- 
age? We used a Vacomat Mileage Tester, 
which accurately meters a tenth of a gallon 
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USE TESTS 


of fuel at a time into the engine. On a 
straight and level course it is simple to obtain 
actual miles per gallon at any steady speed— 
60 mph in this case. 

Here’s how we did. Each figure is the 
average of three runs. Because the Pontiac 
does not have a reset trip mileage it is im- 
possible to read total distances accurately. 
These figures are actually plus or minus about 
one mile per gallon. 

With air cleaner—18.1 mpg. 

No air cleaner—16.5 mpg. 

With Turbo-X Booster—17.0 mpg. 

It doesn’t take an engineering student to 
determine that blowing on a fan will make 
the blades go around, but their movement 
will not create any additional air pressure. 
In fact, this installation does more to retard 
the movement of air than to increase it. At 
$19.95 this would seem to be a very expensive 
and restrictive air clearer. 


Rydlyme solution dissolves 
lime and scale in test 
on corroded metal surface 


Ww: FALL DAYS will soon have colder 
and colder evenings, and before we 
know it, anti-freeze weather will be upon 
us. The necessity of preparing our cooling 
systems for winter use might reveal the causes 
of the overheating problems that plagued 
us during recent hot weather touring. 

Scale and rust are just some of the things 
that clog radiators and engine passages. Lime, 
present in various amounts—depending on 
the water sources in various parts of the 
country—has a nasty habit of depositing 
itself inside water passages, especially under 
conditions of heat. Take a good look at the 
shower head or the inside of the water pipes 
in your home and you will have a fair idea 
of what occurs in the small tubes in the 
radiator of your car. 

Rydlyme, a non-toxic solution for dissolv- 
ing lime deposits and removing rust and 
scale, is a new product of the Apex Engineer- 
ing Co., 75 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago. It is 
guaranteed not to harm gaskets, hoses, auto- 
motive paint, or your hands—but keep it 
out of the eyes and away from the unpre- 
dictable appetites of small children. 

Before exposing an expensive automotive 
cooling system to the actions of an unknown 
chemical, MOTOR TREND decided on a test 
where the action of Rydlyme in removing 
lime and scale could be watched for both 
its action and possible harm to metals. A 
well-clogged shower head was submerged 
into a 50 per cent solution of the product 
and the action started. This is a more heavily 
concentrated solution than one recommended 
for radiator use, but a good test for possible 
harmful qualities. Within minutes the lime 
and scale began to dissolve into the solution, 
exposing places where the alkalis of tap water 
had eaten through the plating. Prolonged 
immersion failed to do any apparent harm 
to the base metal, nor was there any soften- 
ing or reaction on several pieces of radiator 
hose in the same container. Under these 
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observed conditions, Rydlyme seems safe for 
-automotive cooling systems. 

With these cleaning properties, the prod- 
uct may be used for other than automotive 
purposes. The manufacturer recommends 
other uses in the home, from steam irons to 
shower heads. With the increased use of 
battery-powered coffee makers and other food 
warmers for automobiles, Rydlyme is a won- 
derful harmless chemical for keeping these 
items at top efficiency when lime deposits 


clog them. 
Available through automotive jobbers, 
filling stations, and retail parts houses, 


Rydlyme sells for $2 a pint. Twelve ounces 
are sufficient for cleaning the average auto- 
mobile cooling system, so you have four 
ounces left over for those other household 
applications. 





Pyroil Impact Lubricator 
proves merits of top oil 
injection on ‘58 test Pontiac 


of injection, has been introduced by the 
Pyroil Co. Called the Pyroil Impact Lubri- 
cator, it meters oil into the fuel/air mixture 
at the highest point of its velocity. Two 
small tubes, one pressure and one vacuum, 
extend into the airstream at the base of the 
carburetor, where at high cruising speeds 
velocities near the speed of sound are at- 
tained by the fuel/air mixture. Instant 
atomization of the oil occurs when it hits 
this high-speed stream. The pressure differ- 
ential between the two tubes controls the 
amount of oil that enters the system, and 
a large-capacity supply bottle, enough for 
about 1200 miles with a big V8, can be 
mounted in any convenient place, as it does 
not depend on gravity feed. By creating a 
pressure differential at the point of injection, 
the oil flows from the high to the low 
pressure side. The higher the difference in 
pressures, the greater the flow of oil. This 
produces a supply of oil always directly pro- 
portional to the demand, speed and load. 
MOTOR TREND’S test car was a 1958 
Pontiac with three two-barrel carbs. One of 
the reasons for this selection was to see if 
installing the injector plate under the center 
carburetor would involve any linkage or air 
cleaner problems. We had to back off on 
the manifold studs about three turns so the 
nuts had enough threads to hold the car- 
continued on page 78 


A’ OILER, operating on a new principle 
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PROMISED BY DETROIT SOON, BUT IN THE SKODA NOW! 


All aluminum block and gear case with steel inserts for more 
power and lighter weight. Torsion proof, backbone sports chassis 
with independent trans-axle four wheel suspension for greater 
comfort and road-holding safety . . . Tomorrow's engineering— 
today’s smart contours and spacious interiors blended with a 
host of yesterday's experience combine to make.the SKODA 
America the World’s Light-heavy-weight Champ! and the car 
you will most enjoy driving! 


Over 35 miles per gallon and cruises in the high 70s—SKODA 
America truly brings tomorrow to you today! 


STEEL MAKES THE & BS OVID ED waxes rue sre 
en eae 




















EACH CENTURY HAS CHARACTER OF 
ITS OWN .. . As modern as tomor- 
row—here for your driving pleasure 
teday—the new SKODA America 
brings a century full of yesterday’s 
steel making experience blended and 
distilled by automotive masters. . .. 





IMPORTERS 


, U.S. 
' CONTINENTAL CAR COMBINE 


1728 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. ° PL 7-7790 








Motorcycle test ride #7 


| took the turns at 
“Indy"on two wheels 


Racing Star Paul Goldsmith puts Sportster 
CH through its paces at Speedway track 


“T thought I'd experienced every thrill the ‘brickyard’ 
could offer,” reports Paul Goldsmith, holder of many 
stock and big car speed records. “That is until I went 
around on two wheels with a Harley-Davidson Sport- 
ster CH. 

“With the big OHV mill purring, I cracked the 
throttle and was out on the track before I could catch 
my breath. I leaned her low into the first turn — 
leveled out into the straightaway easy as riding a 
rocking chair. Then, I really poured it on . . . the big 
peo was only a blur before the CH’s big brakes 

rought me to a sure, safe stop.” 

You'll agree with Paul Goldsmith — on or off the 
road, the CH is a rider’s dream. In the rough, 
over hills or on the highway, you'll discover 
a new world of motorcycling thrills. Test ride 
one today at your nearest Harley-Davidson 
dealer — or,write us for full color folders. 









Dept. MT 


Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 


V-POWERED HUSKY CHROME TAIL PIPE GENERATOR with 


THUNDERBOLT 8-INCH BRAKES AND MUFFLER its magneto igni- oe 
| aes 55 cu. in. of are fully enclosed. sweep back above tion system gives 
ynamite to keep Stopyouonadime all obstructions. sealed-beam head- -_7» 
you out in front. —smoothly, safely. Baie Pm ge wb paved _ —— 
ard for road use. for night riding. 
” 4 MOTOR CO. 
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Top Quality! 
WIND WINGS & SUN VISORS 


FOR YOUR 


CORVETTE 


Permanently installed to keep out sun, wind 

and rain. Heavily chromed brass fittings. 

Shatterproof Plexiglas. Sun visors available 

in opaque black or transparent green. 
$24.50 each set. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Send check or money order. C.0.D. 25% 
deposit for Postpaid shipment. 


AETNA MFG. CO. 
188 S. York Rd., Bensenville, Ill. 












projected nose 






WORLDS FINEST SPARK PLUG 


For all late FORD products 
. Dealer & Jobber — 
a invited. $1.18 each 











\ 401 E WASHINGTON BLVD. LA. 15, CALIF. 


FREE CATALOG 


Save Up To 2 on: 
Power, Mileage, 


Custom Equipment 
For All Cars! 


NEW LOW PRICES on 1000's of New 
est Speed, Power, Mileage, Racing, 
Custom Items for ALL cars! Immedi- 
ate delivery! Finest Brands! SAVE 
up te Don’t buy till you see 
this FREE Catalog! 


ALMQUIS Rapa 


MTC-1 














weight and feel 

of a real .45 

Powerful, Accurate and Guaranteed 
SHOOTS ALL 3! *Gift Boxed Complete 
with BB's, Darts, Pellets and Targets. 
-177 Cal. All Metal Construction. 


MARKSMAN PELLETS 
For ALL Makes of Air Pistols and Rifles. 
Both .22 & .177 Cal. in tins of 500 & 200. 
See Your Dealer For 
MARKSMAN (05 ANGELES 25, 
PRODUCTS CALIFORNIA 








.177 Cal. tin of 200-70c 


St DRIVE DRAG 








ar >on peep 


PROVEN IN OVER A 
BILLION MILES OF USE! 
Warn Hubs free-wheel 4 
w.ds. in 2 w.d. for savings 
in gear wear, tires, gas, 
plus more pep, speed 
handling ease. Either 
model—automatic Lock- 
O-Matics or manual 
Warn Locking Hubs will 
Models 


save 2 
for all 4 w.ds. to 14 tons. 
WARN MFG. CO., Inc. 
Riverton Box 6064-F11 

Seattle 88, Washington 
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continued 


buretor down, but once back in place, the 
linkage worked perfectly and the huge air 
cleaner went right back on. 

On three-barrel setups like the Pontiac, 
where most of the driving is done on the 
center carburetor (the end ones are pro- 
gressively linked by vacuum), it is necessary 
to use only one injector plate. For opposed 
engines such as the Porsche or VW with 
dual-carburetor setup, two plates and two 
bottles must be used. 

The second reason for selecting this par- 
ticular Pontiac was that it was a brand-new 
car. True, we had a few hundred easy miles 
on it and the engine was typically “new car,” 
a little stiff and inclined to run hot—but any 
extra lubrication to the valves and rings that 
a new or rebuilt engine can get will ease 
the strain of break-in and shorten the high 
wear period of cold starts. 

Once the installation was complete, and 
the engine started, it was a matter of setting 
the adjusting screw atop the supply bottle 
for the proper flow and proceeding with 
the test. A tiny thermostat built into the 
control valve assures a uniform flow of oil 
regardless of underhood temperatures. This 
important feature causes the oil to flow the 
instant the engine turns on a cold start, but 
prevents smoking due to an oversupply when 





temperatures under the hood start to climb. 

Driving around the city a few miles is 
no way to prove the claims of longer engine 
life by any oiler or additive, but there was 
a noticeable freeness in the engine and less 
tendency for the temperature needle to climb 
into the hot zone. Mixing oil with gasoline 
is one way of getting lubrication to the 
combustion chambers and top ring areas, but 
often, such mixtures seem to take a little 
of the zing away from the fuel. Injecting it 
into the mixture—and this is the best we 
have seen so far—assures uniform distribu- 
tion in proportion to the demand. 

Included in the Impact kit is a container 
of oil additive that Pyroil recommends using 
in conjunction with their top oil. It is good 
for cleaning things up in the crankcase if a 
top oiler is being used for the first time on 
an old engine. 

The Pyroil Co., Inc., La Crosse, Wis., is 
so sure that their product will produce re- 
sults that they have instructed their dealers 
and jobbers to return full credit to any 
customer who is not satisfied after using one 
quart of top oil. Available direct or from 
local auto parts houses, the complete unit 
includes top oiler and injector plate (specify 
make and model of carb), a quart of Pyroil 
“A” top oil and a 12-ounce can of Pyroil “B” 
crankcase additive for $9.95. 





Electric Windo-Lifts are 
easily installed on our test 
car, operate efficiently 


— TO FIT any car with crank-type 
window handles, Windo-Lift is a new 
electric conversion unit that can be installed 
in an hour. Available for six or 12 volts, the 
self-contained motor and gear drive are 
housed in an attractive plastic case, and a 
tough molded nylon adapter couples to the 
crank handle shaft. Silent and powerful, the 
lifts are easy to wire and may be removed 
without leaving gaping holes in the door 
panel, should you decide to retain them when 
selling your car. 

A set was installed on MOTOR TREND’s 
KaiSoto test car, and they have been working 


beautifully despite the rather heavy windows 
and high friction mechanism. Two buttons on 
the driver's side allow control of both win- 
dows, while the right-hand unit has one 
control button. A clutch drive prevents 
breakage of winding mechanism and motor, 
but it is strong enough to clamp the window 
up tight against careless fingers, so watch out. 

Special spring wire clamps require only 
small holes, and it is not necessary to remove 
door panels to attach or wire the unit. Color 
coded wires are fed through the hole around 
the winding pinion and out the door stop 
holes and taped to the hinge. The instructions 
are so complete that you do not have to be 
an electrician to get it working. 

The manufacturers, AMT Corp., 200 Briggs 
Bldg., Birmingham, Mich., are setting up 
national distribution through new car dealers, 
but can handle direct queries concerning 





NEAT PLASTIC CASE covers the husky motor and angle drive of Windo-Lift unit. 
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availability in any area. They believe that 
many people will take advantage of the sug- 
gested retail price of $34.50 per set, rather 
than invest in optional factory electric win- N = Ww 
dows that they cannot remove if they sell 
the car. A suggested $5 charge if installed e & * 
ah. by the dealer still brings electric windows 
‘s well below factory options. i q i / i 0 i 2 i) a yl p f 
ne Moe 
os Benrus self-winding clock 
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” OTOR TREND’S TEST CAR, a 52 Kaiser 
M Traveler with a ‘57 DeSoto Fireflite 
han engine and TorqueFlite pushbutton trans- 
see mission, is, and will continue to be a labora- 
Drag tory for product use tests. Engine, body and MODEL IA-1 
-_ running gear will serve as a workbench for 
— many of the tests necessary to give our $RH QOe:5 
_ readers firsthand information. Each month 
ae, we will report changes and additions to the BipG. Wt.c6 LAS 
low KaiSoto, our mobile guinea pig. 
ore We often see things on other cars that we 
only would like to have on our own. Why, is 
ave often hard to explain, other than it appeals 
olor to us. A case in point is the clock hub steer- * easy to build * locates ignition trouble 
und ing wheel on the 1958 Plymouth. It’s a deep 
Pad curved steel spoked wheel with molded plas- * shows adjustments necessary for peak 
— tic hand grips and a beautiful Benrus-self- performance 
) be winding clock in the center. 
iges Phen ore bn a er Here is a professional type ignition analyzer in ‘‘do-it-yourself"’ kit form to 
up ited Bill Btedec wis iamsiiad the titties make your engine service and adjustment work easier. You can do a better 
lers, engine, decided dies SEG py ign job—and do it faster, with this new service tool. Quickly connects to engine 
ung wheel if given enough time. Problem: The to show complete wave cycle of ignition system and reveal troubles in plugs, 





init. 





taper and spline on the steering shaft weren't 
even close to those on the new wheel. Had 
they been, the dish on the Plymouth wheel 
was so deep (about four inches) the driver 
would have to sit in the back seat to steer. 
Using a pipe cutter, Bill was able to cut 


four inches off the steering column and the | 


housing without disturbing tke location of 
the turn indicator switch plate which rides on 
a shoulder on the steering shaft deep inside 
the outer housing. Knocking the center out 
of the Kaiser wheel and welding it into the 
hub of the new Plymouth wheel solved that 
problem, but would have been impossible 
with a die cast wheel. Then, the shaft end 


was shortened to 242 inches. Using plenty | 


of wet rags to protect the column housing, 
it was welded back onto the steering column. 
Result: A modern comfortable wheel and an 


accurate clock that winds itself every time | 


the wheel is turned. 





coil, distributor, condenser, points, timing, etc. Comparable to units selling 
for more than twice the price. No electronic experience required for success- 
ful construction. Kit includes all parts, step-by-step instructions, and large 
pictorial diagrams. Send for details—or order your ignition analyzer now! 











FREE 1958 CATALOG 
HEATH COMPANY ¢ BENTON HARBOR 19, MICH. 


|: Spsiciery of Daystrom, Inc. 
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These enique carly motoring scenes from actual events eve feithtully reqretened & 
down te the lest brush stroke, he, [n full eens estore from the osipiast ostad 
Mr. Peter Helch pointed thee eight ‘cutometine ‘ection seanee’ experieliy tal 
ESQUIRE MAGATINE doviog the past 14 years. They ore now collector's items. 
a Austin Clerk, » Rated collector -bisterien evtomedilia and owner > 
of the L. f. AUTO moseon with full cooperation from Mr. Helck ond ESQUIRE 
beings te you for—Living room—OMice—Den—or @ gift thet will be appre = p> 
ioted forever. 
ALL PRINTS ARE 23 « wy Yo OVERALL GH THE FINEST non-glossy ston > 
AVAILABLE. $5 EACH * for FOUR * $30 THE COMPLETE COLLECTION 
of ENGHT. ALL ORDERS PR aN 00's). > 
NEW YORK TO PARIS, 1908 oO f 
HL USTRATED 
(The most famous evte picture of oll time. The ectuel cor and trophy > 
on display ot the museum. x 
The Themes Flyer, winning Americon entry, roves across the Siberion pleins 
tm the middie of the globe-circling rece. x 


ROBERTSON COMES THROUGH oO 
George Robertson drives “Old 16", the 120 HP. Locomebile te become the 
fret Americon winner of the Vanderbilt Cop in 1908. 
bE PALMA PUSHES HIS MERCEDES nome) 
Reiph Be Poime drows Indienepelis crowd's greatest cheer, es be pushes bis 
Girabled car otter leading the 1917 rece for 197 taps. 
GANGWAY FOR BARNEY OLpFIELD [J 
The foverite of the carly dirt trecks tx towed inte © 1904 fair grounds in this 
record-brewking recer, the Peerless Green Drages. 
THE GLIDDPEN TOUK OF 1907 
A hold-up by © steam roller deleys the White Steamer, Lorier, Peckerd ond 
somewhere between 


Clevetond ond Mew York City. 
CLIMB TO THE CLOUDS 0 
Gill Hilliord arrives at the summit of Mi. Weshington on the Napier in 


20:52 - 2/5 on July 18, 1905. 
THE BRIGHTON £1 HOUR oO 
Al Poole ond Fronk Lescault bring the 50 H.P. Simplex inte the pits for @ quick 
tive change in the rece of October 2-3, 1908. 
TRANSCONTINENTAL INTERLUDE oO 
Old Pecific”’, the one cylinder ee of Tom Fetch, pauses for directions om 
Mevede in ‘une. ‘1903 on 
Write fer FREE brochure feetering 
JEWELRY, CHINA, POST CARDS, Ere 
ALL ORDERS PREPAID (ne COD's). INCLUDE NAME & ADDRESS 
L. 1. AUTO MUSEUM 13 MUSEUM SO. SOUTHAMPTON, W. Y 





POPCPHP Mac prewacyac yocyacyaepucyacyacy 
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1958-1959 
Dealers WHOLESALE Cost 


Uh a) () 118 a0 


all models BOX 331, BERKELEY 
AUTO-DEX -1 CALIFORNIA 








PAYS BIG! ory a 3 a. sia, 
TRATED CAT. Graduates report 
pany ~ E substantial 1 Scaman Start and run your 
own business quickly. Men, women of all ages, 
learn easily. Course covers Sales rty 
Management, Appraising, Loans, Morigages, ons 
related subjects. STUDY AT HOME A in cee 
rooms in leading cities. Diplom. 
Write TODAY for free book! No “obligation 
Approved for World War II and Korean Veterans 


PI 
WEAVER SCHOOL OF REAL ESTATE (kst. 1928) 
2024 J Grand Avenue Kansas City, Missouri 
en nag tes. 


ee 

AD _"$7,10850 ist You 

‘ SERVICING RADIATORS!” 

ent, ising, 

itself’ financing, free training ‘Small 

down payment on equipment s' you. Profitable dept. 
for garage or service station. Write 

INLAND MFG. CO., MT-11, 1108 Jackson St., Omaha 2, Nebr. 


BIRD OWNER 


Write for FREE 20 page catalog of items for the T- 
Bird. Auto Top Lift removes & stores top. $9.95 ppd. 
Many exclusive accessories. MT-11 


JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES 
Box 151M, Pasadena, Calif. 











© good ervi -truck- 
mon 8 ie: auto- 

} Ft r tators. 1 tS is . Inland 
world’s largest radiator equipment 
po ee aerate complete package — 

















SELL ‘'N’ SWAP 


copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address); 1st -ome, Ist serted; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
not responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleading statements. This Fs ce 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance, and 
such communications will not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N’ Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. If 
your car is unusual and you have a photo of st 
suitable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll have to decide which pho- 
tos to use Sorry, no photos can be returned—Editor 


SELL 


‘31 LINCOLN Model K V8 touring. All-alum. body; 
complete & in good cond. New Dunlop tires. $750. 
George Kerrick, 1042 N. Harper Ave., Los Angeles. 
Phone Oldfield 4-8450. 

FERRARI 250 S000 3-liter 12-cyl. competition 
Spyder cpe. Like mew—must see to appreciate. 
$6800. 973 E. 67th St., Inglewood, Calif. 

‘29 MODEL A bus. cpe. Mechanically good, body 
fair, rebuilt top, — radiator, set of new tires. 
92,000 mi.; no rebore. Best offer over $200. 
Pickhardt, ¢/o Mrs. Eva Burke, R.D. #1, Pownal 
Center, Vt., or phone E. Graver, Forest Hills, N.Y., 
TWining 7-0430. 

CLAYTON DYNAMOMETER—Model 125-A, 200 
to 300 hp @ 4000 rpm. Complete with motor 
stands. Sell at 14 of orig. price. R. Marchek, 6905 
39th Ave., Kenosha, Wis. Phone OL 2-2462. 


Requirements are: 


‘LS STEVENS-DURYEA rdstr. New maroon paint; 
Rubber good: 


windshield, radiator & lights brass. 





many spare parts. Asking $1500. Send 25c for 
George R. Read, 2488 Riverside Dr., Santa Ana, 
Calif. 
CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR Sales Catalogs: Pack- 
ard, Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, Buick, 
Orphan & Foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also 
MoToR (N.Y.) Annual Numbers. Details for large, 
stamped, addressed envelope. A. E. Twohy, 400 N. 
Kenmore, Los Angeles. 

38 LASALLE Fleetwood 2-pass. rdstr., restored to 
absolutely showroom cond. 245-hp alum. racing en- 
gine (orig.), hand-rubbed maroon lacquer; one-of- 
a-kind. $1250. Spare parts & owner's manual in- 
oo, J. Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, 


ORIGINAL MAGAZINE ADS, color prints of all 
U.S. & European classics. Motor (N.Y.) Annual 
Show numbers & monthlies, 1925 thru ‘43. Some 
catalogs & manuals. Complete age 25c. | he 
J. Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, N.Y. 
1000 BOOKS on Classic & poe wal Can Automo- 
bile Engineering, Motor Racing; Owners Handbooks 
& Factory Shop Manuals. Catalog 25c. Vivian Gray, 
The Motorist’s Bookseller, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex, 
England. 
FOR CHEVROLET V8—new dual point distributor, 
$27.50 prepaid. New finned alum. valve covers, 
$10.95 ae 6-volt starter & solenoid, $25. Dun- 
tov cam, $25 B. Ledbetrer, 1015 W 17th St, 
eee 7, Tex 

7 CORVETTE ENGINE, with complete access. ex- 
a intake & carbs. Good cond., run only 4000 mi. 
$325. B. Ledbetter, 1015 W. 17th St., Texarkana 7 


Tex. 
°38 BUGATTI 57 4->lace conv. 


by Gangloff. Exc. 


cond.; 40,000 mi. $3250. H. M. Alvares Correa, 
22 Place Malesherbes, Paris 17, France. 
"32 OLDSMOBILE 6 spt. cpe. 6 wooden wheels, 
7.6:1 head. Good cond.; can run anywhere. $200. 
Also Rausch-Lang electric auto motor, resistance, 
meters. $75. S. Miles, Box 68, Somers, Conn. 
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‘57 CHEVROLET V8 ENGINE—283 cu. in. New 
Duntov cam, valve job, inserts, mains, rings, cam 
bushings, etc. Never run since rebuilt. $275. Details 
& pix on ——. B. Ledbetter, 1015 W. 17th St 
Texarkana A 

°39 FORD conv. “tak Eguio , easily restored. Drive 
anywhere. $250. Also ’ incoln Continental V-12 
hdtp. Very clean, drive pin om 9 $750. Ken Hill, 
West Sand Lake, N.Y. 

49 CADILLAC 62 4-dr. sed. Needs tires & o’haul. 
This is a hard-to-find standard-shift Cad. Best offer. 
Leon W. Price, 608 W. Seminary, Onarga, Ill. 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. '52 Lincoln 
engine & steering column, automatic transmission. 
Black body, tan top, ww’s. Exc. cond. $1975. George 
Karoly, 2655 — Ave., Granite City, Ill. Phone 
GLenview 2-1 
NEW POSI- TRACTION unit to fit ‘55 & later 
Chevrolets. Stop wheel spin—street or drags. $79.50. 
B. Ledbetter, 1015 W. 17th St., Texarkana 7, Tex. 
"56 OLDSMOBILE ENGINE & '56 Buick engine. 
Both in A-1 cond. with major access. $250 each. B. 
Ledbetter 1015 W. 17th St., Texarkana 7, Tex. 

‘31 GRAHAM-PAIGE 4-dr. sed. Complete; urre- 
stored, but in ty cond. & running. $150. Ken- 
neth B. Gibson, Gen. Del., Cartersville, Ga. 

"47 LINCOLN. ‘CONTINENTAL cabriolet, with '53 
Lincoln V8 engine & Hydra-Matic, r & h, good 
tires. Needs paint & some body work. Best omer 
over $525. Bill Gibson, 827 Adams St., Findlay, 
Ohio. Phone GA 2-9535. 

*°30 CORD L-29 sed. New tires; runs perfectly. 
Road light turns with front wheels. Sam Waters, 





ee r Wabash Ave., Chicago. Phone ATlantic 


73 ‘MODEL T os sed. Completely restored—new 
tires, paint & uph.; perf. mech. cond. Drive any- 
where. $600. Ward Munkres, Rexford, Kan. 

‘31 ESSEX in good orig. cond. Asking $500. N. 
Melin, 27 California St., West Haven, Conn. 

‘29 STUDEBAKER Dictator 4-dr. Engine & body in 
good cond.; 6 tires & wheels. Needs new brakes. 
$400 or best offer. Robert Myer, 155 W. Burnham, 
Battle Creek, Mich. Phone WO 2-3497. 

‘53 STUDEBAKER clb. cpe. with ‘55 Century en- 
gine, stick shift with o.d. New uph.; 2500 mi. on 
rebuilt engine. $895. Grant Schreiber, 807 West 
Ave., Reedley, Calif. Phones MElrose 8-0253, or 
(Fresno) BAldwin 9-1983. 

‘22 DODGE cpe. Fully restored—new chrome, new 
paint, orig. leather uph. Engine perf.; drive any- 
where. $450 firm. John Peters, Valley, Neb. 
GUARDIAN ANGEL torsion bar control. Easily in- 
stalled; fits all size chassis. $50. Also Solar-Volt 
Powerizer for 55, ‘56 Chevrolet-—$5. J. Graf, 100 
Wyandott Ave., Dumont, N. 

‘40 LA SALLE Series 52 spec. conv. cpe. Exc. cond.; 
completely restored in ‘54. John C. Forrest, 1116 
——— Topeka, Kan. Phone FL 4-1305. 

'34 DESOTO Airflow. Refinished with orig. factory 
RB, r & h, good tires, interior clean. Mechanically 
near-perfect; automatic clutch, o.d. Asking $400. 


Joe Stone, 6659 E. Prairie Rd., Lincolnwood 45, Il. 
Phone ORchard 5-5956. 

‘24 FRANKLIN 10-B sed. Ash frame, good tires, 
heater Air-c oled engine o'hauled, new rings & rod 





bearings. Easy starting, economical—drive anywhere. 
$590. Willard J. Prentice, 1727 E. 35th St., Balti- 
more 18. Md. 
i0 PACKARD 120 conv. Exc. body, good engine, 
new top, perf. mech. cond. Used everyday. First 
$295 takes it. Must see. D. Robertson, 458 W. 
Academy St., Clayton, N.J. 
‘14 FORD touring. New lacquer finish; 100% re- 
stored em 4 Car would be a prize-winner 
with new top & uph. $850 firm. George E. Hall, 
Montour Falls, N.Y. 
'34 DE SOTO Airflow cpe. Surprisingly clean sports 
car—stored 12 yrs. 6-cvl. engine rebuilt; needs bat- 
tery, license & gas. Firse $150 takes. Earl Walker, 
. Box 261, Belvedere-Tiburon, Calif. Phone 

GEneva 5-1315. 
WHEEL COVERS—Sets of new 15” Olds Fiesta 
(3-bar) wheel covers have got to go! Only $18.95 
per set of 4. Guaranteed immed. del. Roger Hamp- 
smire, 909 Pratt, Barry, Ill. 

42 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL V-12. New black 
lacquer, new white nylons, exc, grille & chrome. 
Rebuilt brakes, front end, shocks, etc. Uph. rough. 
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$1250. Paul Nelson, 805 S. Xanthus, Tulsa, Okla. 
37 LINCOLN K conv. brougham, with twin side- 
i,ounts. Exc. cond. $1750. Richard G. Horne, P.O. 
Bcy 248, Sausalito, Calif. Phone ED 2-0583. 
ASTON-MARTIN DB2-4 Mark III. Jet black, with 
red lather interior. Less than 1000 mi. Will deliver 
anywhye in the 11 Western states. For details 
write o: phone Bob Thompson, 2223 N.E. Sandy 
Blvd., Poxtland, Ore. Phone BElmont 6-4165. 

‘36 CORD 810 sed. Engine, transmission, front-drive 
unit—all in good cond. Needs body work; tires fair. 
$450. James R. Johnson, Ellington, Mo. 

'38 MERCEDES-bENZ 540-K 2-pass. conv. cpe. 
6 knock-off wi:e wheels, extra wheels on rear. 
100% mint—one of the best in U.S. $5000. Rich- 
ard H. Haynes, 2906 E. jefferson Ave., Detroit 7, 
Mich. Phone LOgan 7-0681. 

‘31 FORD cabriolet (roli-up windows & folding or- 
lon top). Completely rebuilt engine; extra parts. 





Pix on request, 25c. $450. R. D. Reed, 2443 Ham- 
mond Pl., Kirkwood Gardens, Wilmington 8, Del. 
‘31 MODEL A conv. cpe. (landau). In storage ap- 
prox. 15 yrs.; exc. cond. Body perf.; orig. dark 
green & black paint. $700. Gustaf J. Heise, 18222 
Rainbow, Fraser, Mich. 

‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. Engine new- 
ly rebuilt, but not completely assembled. Body needs 
paint. Many extras. $500 firm; no trades. H. B. 
Wood, 834 Canyon Rd., Santa Fe, N.M. 

'32 CHEVROLET sed. in concours cond. Sidemounts, 
rear trunk, chrome louvres. Orig. 28,000 mi. $400. 
Bruce Baird, 1097 Green St., Apt. 2, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. Phone OR 3-1243. 

ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom II handsome 5-pass. Rana- 
lah conv. Competent restoration to mear-mint cond. 
Consider all reasonable offers. Pix & data sheets, 
50c. W. C. Wilkinson, 1800 E. Grand River Ave., 
Lansing, Mich. 


SELL OR SWAP 


‘41 LINCOLN V-12 3-window cpe. in fine stock 
cond. 10,000 mi. on complete new engine. Manual 
shift, r & h. New tires, shocks, springs, clutch, 
battery. $550, or good ‘53-54 Rambler, Stude 
Champ cpe., Ford 6 or ? Dan A. Rothwell, 1431 
Attica Dr., St. Louis 37, Mo. 

‘45 ALFA-ROMEO 21/-liter 5-pass. conv. Rt.-hand 
drive, dohc engine, Becker radio. Alum. body, with 


de 






Ree 


& 


3orrani wire wheels. $850; trade-in considered. Pix 
50c. Earl D. Potter, 8811 W. 102nd St., Ree. 4, 
Oak Lawn, Ill. 

51 DAIMLER drophead in exc. cond. Rt.-hand 
drive; seats 4. Wilson pre-selector. Consider sports 
foreign or late American conv. Otherwise $1800 
firm. H. B. Wood, 834 Canyon Rd., Santa Fe, N.M. 


WANTED 


29 MODEL A rdstr. with rumbleseat. Must be in 
good cond. Send price & pix, if available. D. E. 
Fagan, 12043 S. 70th Ave., Palos Heights, Ill. Phone 
Glbson 8-1050. 

36-37 CORD 4-place conv.—restored, semi-re- 
stored, or restorable. State price & cond. in Ist let- 
ter. Gerald A. Gates, Rt. 3, Box 196, Snohomish, 
Wash. Phone LO 3-7109. 

OWNERS INSTRUCTION MANUALS for '27 
Pierce-Arrow Model 36 (dual-valve, dual-ignition 6) 
& ‘25 Pierce-Arrow Model 80. R. L. Phillips, 1112 
S. Miller St., Santa Maria, Calif. 

PRE-’33 LINCOLN. Prefer sound, running restor- 
able rather than completely restored. Located in 
Western states. Details, price in 1st letter. J. A. 
Weston, 1830 Jackson St., San Francisco 9, Calif. 
FOR '38 LA SALLE: Grille, grille emblem, bumpers, 
bumper insignias, mirror, manual. Give cond. & 
price on each item. Must be reasonable. Might trade 
hi-fi components. Leon Brassard, 176 Rue Saint- 
Charles, Jonquiere, P.Q., Canada. 

AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE. Will pay highest 
average price in world for all makes—1900-'47 
catalogs, circulars, emblems, manuals, truck litera- 
ture. Big-car catalogs at premium. Lewis A. Mayer, 
Munith, Mich. 

TOP PRICES PAID for orig. catalogs, brochures & 
folders of the great classics. Motor (N.Y.) Annual 
Show numbers 1920 thru '40. State material offered, 
cond. & asking price. Sheldon J. Lewis, 61-33 
213th St., Bayside, L.I., N.Y. 
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Extra 16 Page Section of 


Last Minute New 1959 Items 


OVER 85,000 ITEMS 
NOW IN STOCK 


Get this all-new edition of the 
world’s largest and most complete 
auto equipment buying guide cata- 
log — 308 pages! Special 16 page 
section of brand new items! SAVES 
YOU up to ¥% on All your automo- 
tive needs. See last minute releases 
of accessories and parts for your 
car, truck, hot rod, custom car or 
station wagon for early models 
through 1959! This new catalog 
features the latest Hollywood and 
Custom Equipment not yet in stores 
—New High Speed Parts—as well 
as hard-to-find replacement parts. 
Buy Direct by Mail from Whitney 
—and SAVE MONEY 
Our tremendous buying power 
and huge volume enable us to 
offer you rock bottom prices. 
You actually save up to 50% and 
more! We _ stock over 85,000: 
items, ready for immediate 


+ co. shipment—with new, improved 
NE ¢ CV. facilities to speed up service on 



































Your satisfaction guaranteed on ; 
every order or your money H 
back! Rush coupon for your 
FREE copy of our new 1959 ca- 
talog. Please enclose 25c in coin 
to help pay part of the handling 
and mailing costs (refunded on 
first $5 or more order). Send 
for yours now! 


This Coupon Brings FREE CATALOG 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917 (011) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 


1 
Please rush your giant 308-page Catalog de- 
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all makes, 


scribing world’s most complete line of auto 
parts and accessories—over 85,000 items at 
lowest prices. (Please enclose 25c to cover part 
of cost, which will be credited to you on first 
$5.00 order.) This Offer Good in U.S.A, Only. 
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* CHICAGO'S GALLIMORE! 


50¢ AT NEWSSTANDS Now! 
Or send 60c (includes postage, etc.) to: 
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5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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“Quick, Emily, turn on 
the windshield wipers!” 
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r the owner learned how 


much repair would cost and decided to display this moral of the story. 





“Congratulations! You now hold 
the standiag quarter record for this street!” 


JAMES JOSEPH 
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ONTEREY PENINSULA, located 120 miles south of San Francisco, 
M 320 miles north of Los Angeles, and 135 miles west of Fresno, 
impresses a good number of people as being the ideal place to retire. 
To others not yet in that position, it represents countless square miles 
of scenery unsurpassed anywhere in California. 

Within a fairly small area you'll find quite a variety: Fish Harbor, 
with its numerous fishing boats of all shapes and sizes, and a wharf 
resplendent with fish cocktail snack bars and good restaurants; the 
Menterey peninsula with its 17-mile drive through the Del Monte 
Properties (former scene of the Pebble Beach Road Races and pres- 
ent annual backdrop of the rich Pebble Beach Golf Tournament) 
that winds along close to the surf where you can see evidence of 
shipwrecks, myriad deformed cypress trees, and enough faseinating 
sights to keep you bug-eyed; Carmel, with its many quaint shops and 
art festivals; and, a generally cool climate that’s not too lavishly 
blessed with sunshine, but does have invigorating air and a not-tco- 
depressing fog. 

You can therefore well imagine that we looked forward with 
pleasure to a long weekend tour to this “Land of Firsts”: the first 
seat of government (under the Mexicans), first government build- 
ing in California, first brick house (made from bricks kilned in 
Monterey), first theater (and also where admittance was first 
charged ), one of the first “pre-fabricated” houses, and the first house 
of the style now widely known as “Monterey Architecture.’ 






Test-tour to... MONTEREY _ -: 


For the test-tour, we picked up two dissimilar, yet similar cars: an 
Aston Martin (from Peter Satori in Pasadena) and a Ford Thunder- 
bird (from Ford Motor Co.). At the cost of possibly alienating the 
affections of some of our sportscar friends, we found that the T-Bird, 
with certain modifications, could qualify as a Grand Touring car 
(see page 43). Just for the sake of argument, let’s compare these two 
cars. 

They are alike in that they are about the same wheelbase, they 
seat four (though the Aston Martin does it stingily ), they both have 
a solid feel at high cruising speeds, they each have good acceleration, 
and both have good visibility. 

Where they are not alike is in inside room, quietness, steering, 
ride, ease of entrance and exit, controllability, and driving technique. 

More specifically, the Thunderbird has more room inside, particu- 
larly in the rear seats—and for luggage, too. The Aston Martin is 
mainly a two-seater with jump seats that should be used only occa- 
sionally; the seatback folds flat to give ample luggage area, which you 
can reach from your seat up front. The T-Bird has a conventional, 
not overly-large trunk. 

The Thunderbird has easier steering—naturally, with power assist 
—hburt it’s nowhere near as fast as the Aston Martin. The Aston 
Martin steers hard at low speeds, but as the speed increases, so does 
the ease of steering. It is always quick and accurate. 

The softer ride is in the Ford product, though this affects its cor- 
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ASTON MARTIN RESTS ALONGSIDE FORT MERVINE WAR MEMORIAL WHICH COMMEMORATES THE CAPTURE OF CALIFORNIA IN 1846. MON 























nering ability—being somewhat too soft in duction machine with its assembly line V8 
« turns. The Aston Martin’s ride at times gets and all the inherent problems thereof, the 
almost choppy and is definitely on the firm Aston Martin is more finely engineered and 
side, where it should be, so that it stays flat handcrafted. You're not likely to get a pro- 
in turns. For the sake of passenger ease it duction car that uses a double-overhead cam 
would be a good idea to have a deeper bucket six with wet sleeves, a four-bearing balanced” 
seatback and/or a grab rail. You can go into crank, two S. U. carburetors, etc. 
a turn at a speed slower than it is possible to The controls on the Thunderbird are al- 
take it and when you realize this you punch most all easier because of more room inside; 
it harder, shifting the passenger in his seat. on the Aston Martin the clutch, brake and 
The quieter of the two is the Thunderbird _ throttle are all too close for wide-soled shoes, 
because of more soundproofing and insula- having no room at all for the left foot to rest 
tion. The Aston Martin, on the other hand, on a long drive. 
is noisy only in the sense that the engine The difference in driving technique is quite) 
revs up and you hear it. To one who would noticeable. The Thunderbird is a car that's 
buy such a car it’s a delightful sound. easy to drive—if you want to relax as yo! 
The front-hinged hood on the Thunderbird drive. When you're behind the wheel of the 
provides good engine accessibility, but it is Aston Martin, you know that you're driving® 
hard to close. The hood and fenders of the But it never could be considered as work. 
Aston Martin lift forward easily to expose the The mileage for the two powerful cars, 
entire engine and front suspension. The both driven at the same speeds over crowded 
Aston Martin caters to the tinkerer, what with highways on a weekend, and going through 
its fitted tool box, grease gun, hand crank, etc. towns that many times slowed down both 
The Thunderbird is easier to get in and cars, was 14.8 per gallon for the T-Bird, and 
out of, particularly into the rear seat and 22.5 for the Aston Martin. 
especially for a woman. The Aston Martin Which one would we buy? At $6995 fofj 
is not too easy to get into because of the the Aston and $4575 for the ‘Bird, it’s still 





ee 





high siderails. A woman with a tight skirt a hard choice. Price could be the deciding ONLY 
finds it difficult to get into the jump seat factor, though they are for different types of Thune 
gracefully. people. Personally, we'd settle for either, of TRUNK 
Whereas the Thunderbird is strictly a pro- preferably, both. * with t 
gage 


“OLD CUSTOM HOUSE” is California’s oldest government building, built dur-} FOR GI 
ing Mexican period. Here Commodore John Sloat first raised the U.S. flag. high s 
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MONTEREY’S FISH HARBOR AND FISHING FLEET 





ONLY SIMILARITY between engines of Aston Martin’ and 
Thunderbird is the fact that the hoods open forward. 


TRUNK CARRYING CAPACITY on both cars is about equal, 
with the Aston’s being in a combination passenger-lug- 
gage area and the Thunderbird’s completely separate. 


FOR GETTING IN or out of the Aston Martin (and over the 
high siderail), wearing capris or a full skirt is advisable. 


PHOTOS BY CRIBBIN 








Scene at Santa Barbara... 








Mex Balchowsky’s potent Buick Special, a very Cockpit of the all-business Balchowsky machine, Grab shot of same cor pouring it on out of turn 
real threat at California road races, at rest. dash nearly filled with plaques denoting wins. 9 on the Santa Barbara circuit, Max at wheel. 








Engine compartment, Bill Murphy’s Buick-Kurtis Chuck Porter's gleaming Chevy-powered Mer- Spot brakes, Indy-type front suspension beef up 
Special. Fuel-injected mill ran in B-modified. cedes-Benz, displacing 4936cc, is a screamer. Murphy car. Owner is from Culver City, Calif. 














Aston Martin of Joe Lubin packs 3692cc, runs in Cockpit, dash of Echo Renault owned by Alden Le Le Grand’s Formula III car with hood removed for 
C-modified class. Well-known Bob Oker is driver. Grand. One of 19 Formula III cars in hard race. access. Note compactness, roominess, engine fit. 
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Labor Day weekend CSCC road race brings out the year’s most interesting 
and fastest equipment—which “The Beast” proceeded to clobber, but good.:. 





Jim Hall in cockpit of his Lister-Chevrolet. Air Motor Trend Tech. Ed. Chuck Nerpel at the wheel A gag nameplate is used to hide fact this car is 
bubble on hood accommodates oversize engine. of his BSA-powered Formula Ill car gets advice. powered by 4.4 Ferrari. Owner is Rey Martinez. 


Photo Story by E. Pat Brollier 


¥ 


— 





Our photographer grabbed this while hood of Ducting system for brakes on Hall car consists Low quarter angle of Lister-Chev. Hall, second 
Jim Hall’s Lister-Chev tilted. Note stack angles. of large diameter flexible tubing top & bottom. from right, discusses point with race official. 








158 Corvette driven by Skip Hudson won class. De-tuned 3-liter Offy in Reventlow Scarab with Neat and costly, hydraulic shock-coil springing 
Car skims pylons on turn 9 same way each time. gas-injectors was trial driven by Bruce Kessler. and turbo-shrouded inboard brakes on Scarab. 
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bruce KESSLER 


western people... 


by William Nolan 





— RAIN-SOAKED 1958 RACE at Le Mans 
was marred by a number of serious acci- 
dents, one of which carried the French driver, 
Mary, to his death. This tragic incident also 
involved the young, fast-rising 22-year-old 
California driver, Bruce Kessler of Beverly 
Hills. According to the accounts, Kessler 
crashed into the Jaguar when it spun in 
front of his Ferrari. These reports, however, 
were imaccurate—since at no point did Kes- 
sler’s machine touch the stricken Jaguar. Now 
having recovered completely from his in- 
juries, Bruce tells the true story of this 
spectacular crash. 

“I'd taken over our two-liter Ferrari from 
Dan Gurney at approximately the 34th lap p 
At that time our position was fourth overall, 
thanks to Dan, and we both had hopes of 
finishing among the top three cars. But the 
rain had begun, and it became a blinding 
downpour soon after I took the wheel. I 
kept passing wrecked cars by the side of the 


= ease 





Growing in stature with added 
experience, young Bruce Kessler 
is becoming a familiar sight 

af racing events everywhere 

He makes an interesting 
photographic subject whether 
he's swapping tennis shoes 

for racing footgear, talking 

to a well-wishing fan, passing 
an opponent on the inside 

in the Scarab-Offy, or chatting 
with long-time friend 

Lance Reventlow 















road, and narrowly avoided a crash on several 
occasions. It was almost impossible to see. 

“Anyhow, the Frenchman Mary, in the 
Jag, didn’t make the turn past Dunlop bridge 
and he hit the wall, being killed instantly by 
the impact. I came under the bridge and saw 
the shape of his car ahead of me in time to 
get on the brakes, but my front wheels struck 
the hood of his machine—it had landed in 
the road—and this piece of metal threw my 
Ferrari out of control. It headed for the re- 
taining wall at well over a hundred. Now, 
this wall was hard-packed mud, like cement, 
and I knew I couldn't afford to be in the 
car when we hit. So I managed to vault up 
on the seat with the intention of jumping. 
But it all happened so quickly I didn’t make 
it. I was standing in the seat when the Ferrari 
whacked into the wall, and the next thing I 
knew I was flying through the air, landing 
on one hip and sort of bouncing down on my 
back in the middle of the turn. 

“I remember thinking: ‘You've got to get 
up and walk or you'll be run over.’ I could 
hear the roar of approaching engines and | 
was certain the drivers would never see me 
lying in the road. But I couldn’t get to my 
feet; so I managed to roll off to the grass 
verge at the edge of the track just as three 
cats entered the turn. They hit my burning 
Ferrari and it was quite a mess. Luckily they 
were all okay. 

“My right lung was collapsed and most of 
the blood vessels on my back were broken, 
but I hadn’t snapped any bones, and the 
doctors claimed this was a miracle. Still, I 
was in bad shape at the hospital. Blood clots 
formed, and nothing, it seemed, could be 
done about them. Practically everybody at Le 
Mans came in to visit me, with loaves of 
bread and cakes and wine, but I didn’t get 
any better. Finally I asked to be sent back to 
the States—and this did the trick. Our doctors 
over here fixed me up good as new.” 

Bruce claims he will be back for Le Mans 
next season—and for many other European 
events. The near-fatal accident didn’t dis- 
courage him in his desire to compete under 
U.S. colors against the best drivers of Europe. 
Even his parents, Bruce claims, understand 
and approve of this desire. 

“They've always been very proud when I 
did well in a race,” says Kessler. “They're 
happy that I’ve decided on a career and that 
I've been able to do as well as I have in just 
a few years. Naturally they worry, but there 
is no conflict about my driving. Before I took 
up racing I didn’t have any direction in life, 
no goals to follow.” 

In this respect, Kessler was much like his 
best friend, Lance Reventlow. Both had come 
from rich parents (the Kesslers founded the 
famed Rose Marie Reid empire) and both 
felt “no need to try for anything in partic- 
ular.” The boys met at a school in Arizéna 
10 years ago—and have been close friends 
ever since. 


’ “1 WAS ALWAYS BUGGED on cars,” says Kes- 
sler. “When I was in my teens, hot rods 
were the big thing. I owned a full-house Olds 
88 when I was 15—and within a couple of 
years I had a chopped and channeled Mercury 
convertible that really went. Then my mother 
bought an XK-120 Jag and I drove it around 
the block once and it didn’t impress me much. 
I figured it would be worthless at the drags. 
But I heard about a sportscar road race they 
were having up at Santa Barbara and I was 

(continued on page 92) 











Swim in four luxurious 
heated pools, sunbathe 
.. . ride, fish, hike, ten- 
nis . . . 7100-yd. tourna- 
ment golf course, pistol 
range, trapshooting, dude 
ranch, western dancing, 
always plenty to do for 
the entire family. Fun, 
Sun-filled days and cool 
evenings on the High 
Desert—Joshua Room bar 
and the incomparable 
“Star of the West” din- 
ing room. Near the finest 
snow & ski winter sports. 
BIG SHOWS NIGHTLY 

America’s Top talent like 
Bob Crosby, Hildegarde, 
& Herb Shriner. Name 
bands for your dancing 
pleasure. Ask for HES- 
PERIA HANK when you 
register, for surprise 
treat for MT readers. 
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NEW AIRCRAFT TYPE SPARK PLUG 


JET lame 
IGNITER... 


Eliminates fouling by * lr? 

action” venting. Full 
guaranteed. A Cale 
ifornia corp. 


SELF CLEANING 


"D" Wickel Electrodes 


Smoother firing and up to three times usual 
oe life! No Cleaning—No Gapping: 

ine years in research “a development this fully 
guaranteed all mew, superior. performing Spark Plug 
latest for all auto & marine engines. Special Nickel 
electrodes are completely shielded—no cleaning or 
gap setting necessary. Gives 3 to 5 times extra life, 
increased economy, performance, horsepower. 


--- CLIP & MAIL TODAY -.... 

WESTERN JET IGNITION DISTRS. INC.¢ 
6022 W. Pico Bivd., Dept. 9, Los Angeles 35, Calif. 
Please rush me ppd. SEs CLR UR 
FLAME IGNITERS @ Special Introductory price 
ae $24.00, set of 6, $16.50) good until 
ec. 





make and yr. of car 6 or V-8 
Enclosed find (cash, check, -— money 
order), for the full amount. Allow 10 days on 
receipt of order for delivery. (Calif. residents 
add 4% sales tax.) 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or money back. 
NAME 
ADDRESS. 


CITY. ZONE STATE__ 
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of western indu 


one-half midgets 


HEADMAN BILL MOSS, AT LEFT, CENTER, DISCUSSES A TECHNICAL POINT ON THE 12 “MIDJET” WITH TECH ADVISER SAM HANKS. 


newest west coast activity 
creates family fun for everyone 


i, 
1 Neg, | P VA 


FAMILY FUN participation is shown in this series of three pictures. Above, Son and Dad take a turn at the 
wheel separately. On opposite page, the family group demonstrates their enjoyment of intriguing sport. 
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LONGER FRONT SUSPENSION is independent on Moss 
MidJET. Tube shocks are slightly more inclined due 


to extended width. Center picture shows neat, 
accessible engine installation. All cars carry pro- 
visions for roll bars at slightly additional expense. 








NE OF THE FIRST designers and builders of one-half midgets is 
0 credited with beginning the movement to put flea-size racing 
within reach of the entire family. By being the first to build the now 
popular 14 midget, Bill Moss, head of Moss Engineering of Ingle- 
wood, Calif., has made it possible for everyone including Dad and 
Mom to fit into the picture. 

The main difference in the newer cars is a six-inch-longer wheel- | 
base, but they are constructed with exactly the same quality and care e bs | 
as the quarter midgets. Available with or without engines, the Moss «til 
“works” cars feature a sturdy steel frame capable of even further 
expansion, to micro-midget specifications. Without powerplant the 
complete car is available for $535. Bodies are all Fiberglas, suspen- 
sion is independent, and steering is rack and pinion. 

Two sizes of engines are available in the 14 midgets. First is a 
one-barrel, four-cycle Continental three-horsepower mill, installed 
and ready to race for a price tag of $595. Alternate choice, at $840, 
is a McCulloch two-cycle, single-cylinder engine with a seven-cubic- 
inch displacement and developing seven horsepower. This has a 
built-in centrifugal clutch. 

All replacement parts for both models are available for immediate 
delivery. Provisions are made for roll bars, mandatory for youngsters 
on most tracks. Moss also manufactures a clutch kit that is adaptable 
to most engines to change the gearing from direct drive to centrifugal 
clutch control. Sam Hanks, Director of Racing for the Indianapolis 
Speedway and winner of the 1957 500-mile event, has been working 
with Bill Moss in a technical advisory capacity on this project. 

The 14 midget has made it possible for the entire family to enjoy 
together the competition and sportsmanship of auto racing. * 





PHOTOS BY BOB D'OLIVO 
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bruce KESSLER ....... 


curious. Asked Mom if I could borrow her 
Jag for the weekend and she said fine—little 
realizing what purpose I had in mind!” 

The date was September, 1953—and Bruce 
took third in the event in the borrowed XK. 
He was ‘fascinated with this new sport. 


“I was only 17, but the rules were not as 
strict in those days with regard to racing, so 
I managed to compete quite regularly.” 

The late “Pappy” Pedigo helped young 
Kessler a great deal, teaching him the arts 





of downshifting, cornering, etc. That first 
season saw him win the Pismo Beach Hill 
Climb with the Jag, setting the course record 
for the twisting dirt-road event. He followed 
this by nabbing second overall behind Jack 
McAfee’s 4.1 Ferrari at Willow Springs. 

At 18, in Seattle, Wash., Bruce won the 
production car event in the Seafair races— 
and he came back to California to team with 
Lance Reventlow in the latter's 300-SL. 
(They won a silver trophy at Torrey Pines 
late in 1955 with this car.) 

“In September of 1956, after several class 
wins in a Formula III Cooper, I sold the car 
to Harry Morrow and went East to work as 
a salesman in our New York office. I still 
was not sure I wanted to go into full-time 
competition. While in New York I ran into 
some sportscar people and they got to kidding 
me about the worth of California drivers. 
Claimed all the best drivers were in the East. 
Well, this bugged me a little, and I told them 
I'd prove we could go just as well or better. 
Well, six months later I was on the grid at 
Lime Rock, Conn. in a Testa Rossa Ferrari 
against the entire team of Cunningham 
D-Jags. I managed to stick right with them 
through the whole race and John Fitch, Walt 
Hansgen and I crossed the line within the 
same second. It was a real frantic finish!” 

Next Kessler won several class events with 
the Testa Rossa at circuits like Marlboro, 
Thompson and Cumberland, often defeating 
much faster cars in the process. The energetic 
young Californian gained the respect of 
polished veterans like O’Shea, Hansgen and 
Fitch. It was in fact Fitch who was responsible 
for Kessler’s first ride in Europe. 

“John recommended me as co-driver on an 
RS Porsche Spyder at the 57 Le Mans event,” 
Bruce relates. “I was okayed to drive a 
privately-entered Spyder under factory control 
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with Ed Hugus. Our car was identical with 
the other team entries. Instructions were not 
to exceed 7000 rpm in practice and this is 
exactly what I followed. But when I came 
into the pits I was accused of over-revving 
the engine—as I had lapped about 12 seconds 
faster than the other team drivers, excepting 
Maglioli, and they claimed this was impossible 
within the limits set up for us. So I never 
got a chance to handle the car in the race 
itself—which upset me a great deal. And, as 


= 


BRUCE KESSLER received valuable race training in his Formula Ill Cooper. 


it turned out, all the other team cars but ours 
dropped out. I just sat there on the pit wall 
feeling miserable while our Spyder continued 
to go ‘round for the full 24 hours.” 


IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE RACE Bruce and 
Lance Reventlow took off for Modena, Italy, 
where arrangements had been made to allow 
them to test a Formula I Maserati and several 
fast new sportscars on the autodrome. 

“Phil Hill was with us,” says Bruce, “and 
we all had a very enjoyable time out at the 
track every day, roaring around in Coopers 
and Oscas and Maseratis. Of course the For- 
mula I job was by far the most exciting. At 
first this car scared me. I mean, where you'll 
be approaching a corner at say 120 in a 
sportscar you'll get there at 140 in the Grand 
Prix machine—and you're still picking up 
speed. You move into the corner so fast that 
you tend to go right by your shutoff marker. 
My first reaction at a time like this was: ‘I 
don’t have a prayer of making it around the 
turn!’ Of course I was wrong. The car stops 
so fast and handles so well you make it with 
room to spare. But it seemed I had to force 
my whole body to work faster in order to 
control the car. It’s like being in a projectile.” 

Bruce did exceptionally well at Modena— 
well enough in fact to rate the following 
from the usually reticent pages of Britain’s 
Motor Racing: “Being tested on Grand Prix 
Maseratis at the Modena Autodrome were the 
two young Americans, Lance Reventlow and 
Bruce Kessler . . . After two years of success- 
ful competition motoring in California, 
Kessler came to the East Coast of the U.S. 
and proceeded to show just what could be 
done with a two-liter Testa Rossa Ferrari 
...Here at Modena Kessler tried out the 
team Maserati and made a very favorable 
impression. His time of 1 min. 4 secs. is the 





best ever recorded by a newcomer and com- 
pares well with Behra’s 1 min. 1 sec. in the 
same GP car.” 

After spending three weeks at Modena 
Kessler returned to the States “to sell swim 
suits for awhile.” He went to work as a 
Rose Marie Reid salesman on the West 
Coast for a few months, but racing was now 
the biggest thing in his life. He told his 
parents he was certain now of his plans. 

“In February of this year,” he said, “I 
decided to quit the firm and give my full 
attention to racing. Sebring was coming up 
and I wanted to be ready.” 

At the famed 12-hour contest in March, 
Bruce and Paul O'Shea co-drove their Gran 
Turismo Ferrari to a first in class and a 
fifth overall in the general standings. 

Another trip to Europe followed—and 
Bruce drove superbly on Germany’s difficult 
Nurburgring, leading his class all the way 
in a GT-250 Ferrari. 

“We were leading the other GT machines 
by 12 minutes after about three hours,” states 
Kessler. “My co-driver, Picard, took over and 
hit some oil. Our Ferrari ended up in a 
ditch. But it was great fun while it lasted!” 

At Silverstone this year Bruce got his first 
chance to drive a Formula II Cooper in an 
international event. In the Daily Express 
Trophy Race he finished in sixth position 
after driving what one reporter described as 
“a very smooth, intelligent race.” 


KESSLER INTENDS TO GO ON competing in 
Europe, but he feels many of the circuits 
over there are extremely dangerous. “A lot 
of the time,” he points out, “you're running 
on very narrow roads at high speed. Many of 
these roads have a rough crown in the center 
—and it is everything you can do just to hold 
the car on the road at anything over a 
hundred. If you lose it you’ve usually got a 
tree or a stone wall waiting for you. Luckily 
we don’t have to cope with circuits like this 
in the States. A course like Lime Rock, for 
example, gives you real uphill-downhill road 
racing through some of the most beautiful 
country in the world, but it’s a safe course 
in that it has been designed with the driver's 
interests in mind from the outset.” 

In the first USAC pro race at Lime Rock 
in September, Kessler managed an overall 
second in a 3.5 Ferrari, close behind George 
Constantine’s new 3.9 Aston Martin. 

Kessler intends to support the professional 
sportscar movement here in the U.S. since he 
believes that pro racing is here to stay. But 
just how much support he will be able to give 
depends largely on his commitments in 
Europe. At the moment things are “up in 
the air” for 1959. He may drive for any one 
of several sponsors. (Certainly a season with 
Reventlow’s Scarabs is a possibility. ) 

“I owe whatever success I’ve had to many 
people: my parents, friends like Lance, to 
drivers like Pappy Pedigo and John Fitch and, 
especially, to Luigi Chinetti who had enough 
faith in my ability to let me handle his cars 
on many occasions. Thanks to them, I believe 
I may be able to accomplish something 
worthwhile in the sport.” 

For the young challenger from California, 
therefore, the future looks very promising. In 
five short years, from a hotrodder of 17, 
Bruce Kessler has risen to a respected place 
among this nation’s top drivers. Wherever he 
continues to compete he will be a proud 
addition to the ranks of America’s best. * 











What's Happening in the West 


From A STATE PLAGUED by stiff ordinances 
and an utter lack of facilities for motor 
racing in any form, Colorado will soon be- 
come a motor sports center when the new 
430-acre Colorado Motor Raceway is built 
at Castle Rock. 

Rushing toward completion by the end 
of September, when the first events were 
scheduled, the Raceway has fired the imagina- 
tion of Western enthusiasts. The giant tract, 
25 miles from Denver and 35 miles from 
Colorado Springs to the south, will com- 
bine a half-mile dragstrip, a half-mile oval 
for stock car and sprint racing, a 2.7-mile 
sportscar course, and a dirt oval in the north- 
east corner for motorcycle racing. 

The Raceway’s site offers a central spec- 
tator point from which all activities may 
be viewed simultaneously, parking space for 
15,000 autos, naturally landscaped mountain 
atmosphere and every feature for national 
and regional sports and racing car events. 

Development of the Raceway traces back 
to the interest of Tom V. Garraway, cur- 
rently vice-president and chairman of the 
board of directors. Garraway, owner of cloth- 
ing stores and drive-in theaters in Mississippi, 
is a rabid racing enthusiast who recognized 
an intense interest in motor sports in Colo- 
rado. Even though the company building 
the course, Colorado Motor Raceways Inc., 
is financing the project through the sale of 
$290,000 worth of stock, Garraway person- 
ally underwrote $160,000 for land purchase 
and construction work. 

Teamed with Garraway is Sidney Buka, 
Raceway president, a Denver businessman 
and head of Colorado’s Horseless Carriage 
Club. Other officials are Alex S. Keller, vice- 
president and a Denver attorney, and John 
W. Low, another attorney with a penchant 
for sportscar racing who is acting as secre- 
tary for the Raceway. Directors include Pres- 
ton W. Marble, an imported car dealer; 
Don M. Rounds, an independent oil operator; 
and Sidney Langsam, Denver businessman. 
All of these men are perhaps better known 
at the wheels of sportscars than in their 
business lives and each brings his personal 
enthusiasm into the project. 

Raceway tracks are asphalt covered over a 
heavy prime coat and sealed against weather. 
The half-mile dirt track for motorcycles will 


follow national association practice with 
separate bleachers, pits and service facilities. 
Temporary bleachers at strategic points on 
the course will accommodate 12,000 persons, 
and the entire course system will be sur- 
rounded by a chain link fence. 

Programming is based on an agreement 
with CAMS, the Colorado Association of 
Motor Sportsmen, which will sponsor a 
minimum of 16 events per year. Two events 
monthly will be held during the summer 
months. During the remainder of the year, 
CAMS agrees to put on at least one weekend 
event per month. Five of the scheduled 
races include one national, two regional and 
two local sportscar events. The balance of 
the year’s competition will be distributed 
among hot rod and motorcycle racing, sports- 
car gymkhanas, classic and antique car shows 
and dragstrip meets. CAMS has a 20-year 
contract with the Raceway and receives first 
choice of dates. Unscheduled days may be 
used by the Raceway for events of the di- 
rectors’ choice and will include stock and 
sprint car racing for about 50 per cent of 
the total racing program at the course. 

CAMS’ contract provides that they will 
receive 10 per cent of the gross receipts for 
the events they sponsor. For this CAMS will 
provide trophies, judges, timers, flagmen 
and necessary race personnel. The Raceway 
will provide police, parking attendants, ticket 
takers and maintenance. Maintenance costs, 
incidentally, are estimated at $60,000 a year. 

A grandstand at the half-mile oval will 
seat 2500 spectators, but for the other 
events the Raceway builders have found that 
viewers prefer to move about, watching dif- 
ferent racing areas during the day. To this 
end, parking and spectator sections have been 
provided on several flat locations. Patrons 
may line the fence or sit in bleachers. 

Recognition of the course by the Sports 
Car Club of America, already granted, will 
assure some top amateur talent in forthcom- 
ing national races and a tremendous boost 
for sportscar racing in the area. 

An indication of the potential of the course 
and its future success is shown in the more 
than 1000 letters from interested sportscar 
associations, hot rod clubs and dragstrip 
racing groups. All are seeking use of the 
facilities in the future. —Gene C. Creighton 








AT LAST! AN ALL NEW 
GLASS-PACK MUFFLER 


,, ACL 


INDIVIDUALLY 
TONED FOR TODAY'S 
HIGH POWERED ENGINES 





Here at last is a New Muffler — 
Especially constructed to bring you 


QUIETNESS e PERFORMANCE 
GAS MILEAGE e LONGER WEAR 


and more... POWER! 


e FEATURING e 
e Diagonal Radiac cut core 
e Ultralite Silver — Ceel Mat 


e Fibre-glass waffle interwoven cloth 
around center core 


e 14 gauge end caps with Ve-Seal inter- 
locked end to insure greater strength 


e Heavy wall seamless tubing case 


ASK YOUR NEAREST 
DEALER OR FILL OUT THE COUPON 


[sleseeltaneitaestinesianstianetnetaendtanntetimsimettenbentamatantaer 





NAME s 
ADDRESS. 2a is ee 
. nS RO a ees 


MT-11 

















AND SEND TO 





FWER=p, 


¢° MUFFLERS 4¢ 


M sofa lete line of 


—- equ; ipment and supplies. 
416 EAST OLIVE STREET 
GARDENA, CALIFORNIA 
DAvis 3-2866 ¢ FAculty 1-3168! 
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CO-OWNER Frank Davis drifts under checkered pennant 
in “Purina Feed Sack Special.” Car runs in Class C. 
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ray ~ a 

BULB-TYPE beeper horn (right of gear lever) suggests 
frivolity of owners, but the car in action does not. 


+ 













“BUNCH of bananas” exhaust stacks barely clear wish- 
bone arms and meld into straight pipes on each side. 





PHOTOS BY KEN HARDIN 


from Texas... 





0 DAY A MAN NAMED Stormy Mangham watched some sportscars 
nip around the concrete of an abandoned Texas airstrip. He 
watched hard and with an eye carefully trained in the scope of 
powered vehicles. Then he came to a conclusion over which veteran 
competition drivers around the Southwest are still cussing. Spouted 
Mangham, in a mood obviously bothersome to him: “These things 
here . . . these here things, they just don’t go fast enough.” 

So, Mangham decided to build a sportscar. 

To help him with the chore, Mangham selected Frank Davis, a 
wiry, steel-eyed mechanic. Together the men went to work under a 
shade tree at Mangham’s private airport in Smithfield, Tex., a tiny 
hamlet near Fort Worth. Eleven months and approximately 1000 
man-hours later a car was produced, which has sent less ingenious 
competition teams to their horsepower catalogs. 

They call this vehicle the Mangham-Davis Special, though Mang- 
ham says, “Most everybody calls it the Purina Feed Sack Special 
because of the red and white checkerboard paint job we got on the 
rear end here.” 

For the record, the M-D Special has won eight of 12 races, with 
three losses coming on wet courses. It has beaten Carroll Shelby in 
three races—the only three in which they were matched. The car 
has never spun out and has left the course only once in 12 races— 
and that as a safety precaution. 

Davis, of course, drives the M-D Special and is one of the 
nation’s outstanding driver-mechanics. A tribute to his skill is the 
fact that the M-D Special has 1400 miles of wide-open racing on 
it and has never suffered any serious mechanical problems. 

In his last race, the Texas Championships in Fort Worth, Davis 
broke the course record three times on consecutive laps with his best 
reading being 1:59.5 over the 2.9-mile course. Yet, he’s really not 
sure just how fast the car will travel. In this race the speedometer 
failed and stuck on the 152-mph mark. For the quarter-mile the 
car can accelerate to 117 mph. 

At the beginning Mangham and Davis decided to build an honest 
Class C car, so they selected the engine, basically a Chevy design 
which was made to produce 162 horsepower and displace at 4.9. 
This, obviously, was not enough horses so Davis began a long and 
precisioned process of modification on the carburetion, exhausts, 
cam, stroke, ignition, valves and valve springs until the present 
accumulation of 325 horsepower was reached. 

The M-D Special uses a simple three-speed transmission; the wide 
range of the Chevy engine with its terrific low-end torque made 
multiple gears unnecessary. Further, the car is not downshifted for 
turns since Davis feels it is a waste of time. Second gear is used 
solely for acceleration out of slow corners. Shift point is 105 mph 
to high gear. 

The body is a modified Devin and the car is about 200 pounds 
lighter than cars of its class. It weighs 1800 pounds while a 4.9 
Ferrari weighs 2000. 

Mangham and Davis spent a mere total of $2500 on construction, 
which is only slightly more than the cost of the braking system in 
a 4.5 Maserati. Yet in most of its races the $2500 Purina Feed 
Sack Special ungraciously showed its checkerboard to cars with almost 
10 times its monetary value, including the big Maseratis with the 
$20,000 price tags. —Jerre Todd 


NEST of staggered carburetors perches trimly between 
banks of 325-hp Chevrolet V8 in Mangham-Davis car. 
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OYOPET 


is the perfect family car 
for the “THINKING MAN" 





THINK ONCE! Big-car, 6-passenger 


comfort at small-car cost. Chair-high, 





THINK TWICE! Toyopet is sold 


only by the finest, most experienced, most 


divan-styled seats. Four wide doors. Plenty # reliable automobile dealers. This means 








of head and leg room. Up to 33 miles per 
gallon economy. Low maintenance. Superb 
handcrafted quality. 





purchase always. 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT: Fresh-air heater, coms 


deluxe steering wheel and horn ring, speed-limit 


gasoline filter, oi 
er tire oat hanger 


button door handie 


Complete TOYOPET sales, service and parts facilities available at these quality dealers 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
TOM ASHBROOK, INC. C. STANDLEE MARTIN RAY BROWN MOTORS, INC. 
3725 E. Firestone Bivd. 1227 American Avenue 94 Castro Street, Hayward 
sgesrasiasaniee pct ol CAMERON PONTIAC, INC. 
AVALON MOTOR COMPANY M OTORS 1217 Del Paso Bivd., North Sacramento 


900 West Anaheim Bivd. 
Wilmington 


OF SAN GABRIEL 


220 S. San Gabriel Bivd. CAMERON-STEWART PONTIAC CADILLAC, INC. 


dependable service and parts facilities, and 
sound financing plans that will protect your 


California 
“drive-away"’ price 
plus tax and license 

$218700 
(White sidewall tires, 
side-view mirror, 
optional extra) 








San Gabriel East 2nd & Wall Streets, Chico 
BALBOA MOTORS PALM SPRINGS ee . 
1475 Broadway LINCOLN-MERCURY CURT CAMPBELL’S FORD 
San Diego 335 E. Sunny Dunes Rd. 836 San Pablo Ave., Albany 
ART FROST OF CULVER CITY Palm Springs WM. L. HUGHSON CO., INC. 
11153 Washington Place CLAUDE SHORT 1400 and 1415 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco 
Culver City 1127 Santa Monica Bivd. P. J. KORICH & CO 
Santa Monica . 5. s 
ART FROST OF GLENDALE 
737 So. Brand Blvd. SIERRA . 97 Vernon Street, Roseville 
Glendale 363 ¥ Holt Avenue MORRIS LANDY MOTORS 
ART FROST —LA BREA seas hs Sie pa 1650 Park Street, Alameda FACTORY TECHNICAL CENTER 
1201 So. La Brea o4 € fun the” RALEIGH R. LEACH CO. AND SERVICE TRAINING SCHOOL 
ean San Bernardino 8600 East 14th St., Oakland 


HOLT MOTOR COMPANY 
5230 Van Nuys Blvd. 
Van Nuys 


WALTER G. LINCH 


312 South Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach 


Applications from other prospective top-quality dealers in the United 
States are now being considered. For full information, write, wire, or 
phone: TOYOTA MOTOR DISTRIBUTORS, INC., Dealer Development Dept., 
6032 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood 28, California * HOllywood 2-6363 


SOYOPR we... fee VE IF ANDO YOU’ 


Ample supplies of factory built and 
guaranteed genuine replacement parts 
are available at strategically located 
U.S. depots. This insures the fast eco- 
nomical service rightfully demanded by 
the ‘‘thinking man.”’ 


LL KNOW! 


MOTOR TREND/NOVEMBER 1958 95 











“Through the mountains to the Park, we were glad that we carried water bags. Even for these classics, this road was a high gear road...’ 





“On the valley floor there are sights galore: Half Dome (seen here 
in the background, rises-®850 feet intu the sky and ts probably 

Yosemite’s most famous frock formation), the wedge of 
granite called FR Capitay, wispy Bridal Veil Fall, and thé 
3 : oe nge cnee eae 2425-foot cataract known as Yosemite Falls. Down 









She ss here inthe valléy the snows come around Decem 
: ber 20th and Spring relurry April Ist. Accom- 

i modatt } lary COP rade ral ly SO Ul uwIse LO 

chee k with your travel agent, or write 


Ye Mile Park amd Curry Ce in San 
Francisco or Los An getes 
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eeesesen CLOSED IN WINTER 
cummmmmems ALL YEAR HIGH GEAR ROUTES TO LOS ANGELES a, 













"Yosemite National Park is 208 miles from San Francisco, 312 “ 
miles north of Los Angeles, and can be reached by several differ- 
ent routes. The Tioga Road (the road to high country and over 
to Leevining) is snowed in about November 10th and reopens 
June 15th. We went by way of 99 to Fresno, then up 41...” 


"A problem sometimes shared by newer cars—overheating— 
plagued some of the cars on the mountainous grades of the 
Ridge Route. At this point, a’33 Lincoln coupe had a flat. 

W hile the owner was repairing it, the left rear went flat. 
Luckily, it carried two spares in the fenderwells .. .” 













by Robert J. Gottlieb 
Classic Car Editor 






“Parked in the shade to cool off are some 

of the 14 cars that made the trek. Included were 

six Lincolns (ranging from a’24 phaeton through 

a ’42 Continental), six Packards (ranging 

from a’32 phaeton through a’40 Bohman & Schwartz 
sedan), a’32 Duesenberg phaeton by Murphy, 

and a’31 Studebaker roadster...” 











"A needed rest in the parking area at Glacier Point. 16 miles off the main Yosemite road and 7214 feet high. 
It’s from here that the famed ‘Firefall’ takes place each evening during summer. A huge bonfire of fir bark 


” 





is pushed over the 1000-foot precipice. making a glowing red stream that lasts for three minutes... 








SE LL. 400,000 young men 
“going places” in the west! 
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MOTOR 
TREND 
America’s big, fast-spending Young Men’s Market — 
exe BUY MORE CARS - 61% 
is richest of all and goes the most places of all in the buy new cars.** 
. ‘ BUY MORE GAS—TRAVEL 
West. From San Diego and L. A. to Alaska...from San Francisco MORE to resorts, 
ionlands — 6,000 
to Denver, these young Westerners are on the go. per is i farther 
F = than average. 
Keeping pace with them, MOTOR TREND now brings SPEND MORE .. on Cigarettes, 
. , Toiletries, Sporti 
advertisers an all-new, exclusive Western Section. fy = 
; ; d Dining out. 
Specially aimed at Western needs - it allows you to oman ata pao FUN — 8% 
wn board b . 
concentrate on, and sell more of these young men - at less cost So% cametisun | 
‘ drink h week. 
(%¢ Per Reader for 18-25 year old Western Men)* than with BUY Quai caores 95% | 
; buy suits and shirts b 
any other magazine. GET THE FACTS...NOW! —~_. 


* Based on | time page rate. ABC Circulation 100,000 — Readership 400,000 ** (latest Bennett-Chaiken Survey) 
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99 CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 
128 pages bursting with up-to-the-minute, photo-illustrated JDEAS on: 
SCOOPS + QUAD HEADLIGHTS + TAILLIGHTS 
HUBCAPS + INTERIORS * ACCESSORIES + FIBERGLAS 


PAINT 
YOUR 
CUSTOM 


Creating individuality via 
spray gun with paint 
mixtures, unusual 
paint schemes, 
scalloping! 
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STARS 
AND 
CARS 


* Learn how these 





NEWSSTAND! 


names in customizing 

have influenced Detroit: 

Babbs, Bailon, Barris, 
Emory, Ayala. 


GIANT 
PICTORIAL 
ROUNDUP! 


top Hundreds of photos of 
the best in American 
customs, many 
NEVER BEFORE 
PUBLISHED! 





Or send 85c (covers postage, etc.) to: 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Plymouth proudly announces 





seosr Petey FOR '59 


America’s greatest sports-luxury car has now 
become a complete line at new low prices! 
Now there are five separate and distinct Fury models 
...@ach a direct descendant of the car that proved that 
sports-car fire and town-car elegance can be combined 
in one automobile. 

Here in whatever Fury you chooss—magnificent Sport 
Fury 2-door hardtop or convertible ...or Fury 2-door 
hardtop, 4-door hardtop or 4-door sedan—is everything 
you ever wished for in an automobile. 

This year, you have the option of choosing the most 
exciting new engine in decades—the fantastically re- 


Shown, Sport Fury 2-door hardtop and Sport Fury convertible. Photographed at the vast proving grounds of the Chrysler Corporation in Chelsea, Michigan. 


sponsive New Golden Commando 395...a blazing new 
V-8 mill that combines top horsepower with top torque 
for the kind of performance you once could find only 
in the costliest of custom jobs. What’s more, this great 
engine can be had in any Plymouth made this year— 
even station wagons. __ 
Look over the new Fury models now—and be sure 
you note the swivel front seat that’s standard on all 
Sport Fury models... note, too, the luxurious Sport 
Deck... another standard feature on your Sport Fury 
(optional on all other Plymouth passenger cars). But 
whatever you do—drive this sweet-humming ball of 
beautiful fire. You’ll never settle for less again! 











Today’s best buy...tomorrow’s best trade 











